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T  O 


The  Right  Honourable 


P. 


S  I  R, 

ZH  E  following  PraB  was  began  and  elided  foon 
after  your  firft  Acceflion  to  the  Miniflerial 
Dignity.  But  at  the  very  fime  I  was  about  to 
fend  it  to  the  Prefs ,  our  Publick  New-Papers  in - 
for md  me  of  your  having  refgn  d \  —  oi ,  in  otlxi 
Words ,  had  been  fairly  turn'd  out.—  Whereupon 
I  laid  it  aflde,  without  any  Intention  to  print  it 
then ,  or  at  any  future  Dime. 

As  you  have  fince  been  re-inflated ,  and  flings 
continue  to  go  on  without  any  viflble  or  apparent 
Alteration ,  I  am  now  come  to  a  Refolution  to  print 
it ,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  it  then  flood ,  without 
making  any  Alterations  or  Additions.  Such  as  it 
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is  I  prefent  it  you ;  and  yon  may  give  it  what  Re- 
ception  you  pleaffe . 

I  am  a  Writer ,  Sir,  that  ever  has  been,  and 
ever  fhall  remain ,  unpaid  and?  for  the  moffl  Part 
unthank'd .  However ,  nothing  fall  deter  me  from 
throwing  in  my  Mite,  to  fave  my  finking  Country . 

I  don't  write  from  a  Spirit  of  Vanity  or  Lucre, 
nor  to  pleafe  any  Great  Man,  or  any  Body  or  Par¬ 
ty  of  Men.  So  far  from  it,  that  the  following 
Sheets  were  all  wrote  ( amidfi  a  Variety  of  other 
Engagements  of  a  very  different  Nature j  without 
the  Aid  or  Affiance,  the  Knowledge  or  Privity, 
off  any  one  Pcrfon  whatever .  2  he  Points  are 

really  off  '  Importance  >  and  I  Should  greatly  rejoice 
to  fee  them  undertaken  by  fome  abler  Hand . 

I  fubmit  the  Whole  to  your  rnofi  ferious  Confi - 
deration,  and  remain,  with  the  highefi  Lfieem  and 
Regard, 

SIR , 


Your  moft  humble  Servant. 


letter 

T  O 

The  Rt.  Hon.  W \  P .  Efq* 

SIR , 

I  HAVE  lately  feen  in  my  News--Paper  fe- 
veral  Letters  to  Your  worthy  Self.  And, 
as  a  Freedom  of  Speech  is  the  unaliena¬ 
ble  Right  of  every  Britijh  Subject,  I  beg 
Leave,  in  my  Turn,  to  fubmit  the  fucceeding 
Trad  to  your  calm  and  deliberate  Coniiderati- 
on.  I  have  no  Intention  to  affront  you ;  but 
ihall  treat  you  with  that  Decency  and  Refped 
that  is  really  due  to  a  Gentleman  of  your  ex¬ 
alted  Station.  However,  I  ihall  fpeak  to  you, 
and  of  you,  with  the  Freedom  of  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Man  :  And  the  Importance  of  the  Subjed 
ihall  be  my  only  Apology. 

I  congratulate  you,  Sir,  on  your  late  Ad¬ 
vancement.  His  Majefty,  in  his  great  Wif- 
dom  and  Prudence,  has  thought  fit  to  promote 
You,  in  Preference  to  many  others,  to  a  Place, 
in  which  you  are  to  be  intruded  with  the  Pri¬ 
mary  Operations  of  Government.  Confider, 

Sir, 
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Sir,  you  have  the  Honour  to  ferve  a  Prince 
that  is  Brave  and  Wife,  Equitable  and  Juft, 
free  from  that  reillefs  and  accurfed  Ambition 
which  has  been  fo  confp'icuous  and  remarkable 
in  mold  other  Princes  all  the  World  over.  And 
this  is  your  peculiar  Felicity,  and  which  few  o- 
ther  Great  Minifters  can  boall;  of.  And  as  long 
As  you  adt  with  Honefty  &  Diligence,  and  ftea- 
dily  purfue  the  Honour  of  your  King,  and 
the  Safety  and  real  Good  of  your  Country,  fo 
long,  and  no  longer,  you  may  firmly  rely  on 
the  Protection  of  your  Royal  Matter,  and  the 
Elteem  and  Affe&ion  of  all  wife  and  good 
Men,  of  whatever  Rank,  Degree,  or  Party. 

That  the  Form  of  our  Government  is  prefer¬ 
able  to  that  of  any  other,  is  generally  allow’d  : 
But  the  People ,  for  whofe  fakes  alone  all  Go¬ 
vernment  was  principally  inflituted,  are  not  fo 
much  interefted  in  the  Form  or  Model  of  any 
Government,  as  in  the  Adminiftration  *  of  it. — 
It  is  that  alone  which  makes  any  Government 
eafy  and  happy,  or  wretched  and  miferable. 

Our  Government,  in  its  natural  Frame  and 
Conftitution,  is  offo  complicated  and  extended 
a  Nature,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  any  Prince 
to  manage  and  conduCt  the  Whole  himfelf : 
And  from  hence  arifes  the  Neceffity  of  a  Mi¬ 
nistry  ;  and  for  the  greater  and  more  regular 
Difpatch,  our  Anceftors  wifely  thought  proper 
‘to  diflintruifh  it  into  various  different  Branches, 

and 

,  i*  • 

#  ‘  For  Forms  of  Government  let  Fools  conteft  : 

c  Whatc’cr  is  left  adminijier*d  is  left * 

Popt’i  Ejfay  on  Man* 
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and  the  mod;  honed:  and  capable  Men  were 
then  fought  for,  to  fuperintend  and  manage 
each  in  their  different  Departments.  But  of 
late  Years  we  have  been  accuftoin’d  to  have 
One  Grand  Premier  Minifter  to  prelide  over 
and  fuperintend  the  Whole. —  This,  Sir,  we 
apprehend,  is  your  prefent  Station.  The  Eyes 
of  Millions  are  upon  YOU,  and  from  your 
Wifdom  and  Prudence  we  expedt  Deliverance 
and  Salvation. 

The  grand  Mafs  and  Body  of  the  People  of 
England  are  certainly  as  honed:,  as  brave,  and 
worthy,  as  any  on  the  Terreftrial  Glebe,  and 
as  capable  of  forming  a  jud:,  a  folid,  and  right 
Judgment  of  Things,  when  freed  from  the 
Reftraint  and  Influence  of  their  Civil  and  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Leaders.  The  Bulk  of  the  People, 
all,  thought  a  Change  in  the  late  Adminiftra- 
tion  was  become  abfolutely  neceflary.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  general  Opinion  of  the  People  was 
founded  in  Truth  and  Reality,  is  not  my  Buli- 
nefs  to  determine ;  but  that  they  were  of  fuch 
an  Opinion  is  vilible  and  moft  apparent. 

But  vain  and  ridiculous  is  the  Change  of 

.  o 

Men ,  if  Mcajures  are  not  chang'd. 

It  has  been  ufual  for  Great  Men  in  Power  to 
infinuate  to  their  Inferiors,  that  their  State  and 
Condition  has  a  vafi:  deal  of  Art  and  Myftery 
in  it,  and  that  the  Execution  of  it  requires 
great  and  mighty  Abilities.  But  this,  Sir,  is 
all  falfe  and  delufive. —  The  only  Qualificati¬ 
ons  abfolutely  neceffary  and  effential  are  down¬ 
right  Honefty,,  a  firm  and  unbiafs’d  Attach¬ 
ment 
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ment  to  the  Honour  of  their  King,  to  the  real 
Good  and  Welfare  of  the  People,  great  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Application,  —  with  a  little  plain 
Common  Senfe.  Thefe  are  the  chief  and  prin¬ 
cipal  Qualifications :  All  which,  we  have  the 
Pleafure  to  refledt,  YOU  enjoy  in  a  great  and 
eminent  Degree. 

But  the  Hiftory  of  moft  Nations  informs  us 
of  many  Great  and  Able  Men  who  have  very 
worthily  acquir’d  the  Summit,  or  higheft  Pitch, 
of  Power  in  their  refpedtive  Kingdoms,  and 
have  enter’d  upon  it  with  honourable  Intenti¬ 
ons  ;  but,  in  a  fhort  Time  after,  they  feem 
to  be  tranfported  with  the  fudden  Change  of 
their  Condition  ;  they  grow  giddy  and  wanton, 
become  infolent  and  proud,  with  the  Diredtion 
of  Imperial  Power. 

Men  in  a  Torrent  of  Profperity  feldom  think 
of  a  Day  of  Diftrefs,  or  Great  Men  that  their 
Greatnefs  will  ever  ceafe.  And  it  is  from  this 
foolifh  Supposition,  often  cleaving  to  Great 
Men,  that  they  are  induced  to  adt  with  fuch 
Boldnefs  and  Infolence,  as  if  their  Keign  was 
never  to  end,  and  that  they  fhould  for  ever  re¬ 
main  fecurc  againft  all  After-Reckonings,  Ca- 
fualties,  and  Difgrace.  And  from  this  blind 
Security  in  the  Permanence  of  their  Condition, 
and  in  the  Impunity  of  their  Adtions,  they  are 
often  induced  to  facrifice  the  Honour  of  their 
Prince,  the  Safety  and  real  Good  of  his  Sub- 
jedts. 

No  Minifter  would  ever  form  Schemes  of 
opprefling,  impoveri filing,  and  plundering  the 
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People,  if  he  would  but  confider  that  proba¬ 
bly  one  Time  or  other  he  himfelf,  his  Fami¬ 
ly,  and  Friends,  may  fuffer  in  the  common 
Oppreffion.  No  Minifter  would  ever  concert 
Meafures  to  depreciate,  evade,  or  abrogate, 
our  Laws,  if  he  would  but  confider  that  lie 
may  come  to  want  the  Protection  of  thofe  very 
Laws  himfelf.  Whenever  any  Minifter  at¬ 
tempts  to  lay  Reftraints  upon  Liberty,  and  to 
form  Projects  of  arbitrary  and  defpoiic  Rule, 
his  real  Reafon  is  for  having  the  Direction  of  it 
himfelf  againld  others ;  which  he  would  not  do, 
if  he  did  but  confider  that  one  Time  or  other 
he  may  fall  under  the  W eight  and  T error  of  it 
in  his  own  Perfon. 

'  There  is  really  fomething  in  the  Nature  of 
Power  that  is  infatuating  and  bewitching.  The 
longer  a  Man  is  in  Poifeffion  of  it,  tire  more 
ambitious  and  tenacious  he  grows ;  till,  at  lab, 
he  comes  deliberately  to  lacrifice  every  Conli- 
deration,  even  the  mold  folemn  and  facred,  to 
the  Continuance  of  his  own  Power  :  Of  which 
we  have  feen  many  Inldances  in  our  own  as 
well  as  in  many  other  Nations. 

m 

In  the  firld  Place,  I  mut'd  recommend  to 
your  mold  calm  and  fcrious  Reflefdion  our  pre- 
fent  State  and  Condition.  You  fee  plainly  we 
are  groaning  under  an  immenfe  Load  of  Debt, 
perhaps  no  lefs  than  80  Millions  hanging  over 
our  Heads,  like  fo  many  Millldones,  thrcat- 
ning  one  Time  or  other  our  utter  Ruin,  with 
innumerable  heavy  and  enormous  Taxes  on 
every  thing  we  eat,  drink,  or  wear.  They  are 

B  now 
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now  become  fo  univerfal  as  hardly  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  any  further  Extenlions. 

I  have  heard  of  fome  former  Minifters,  who 
would  vainly  boaft,  that  the  Wealth  of  this 
Kingdom  is  inexhauftiblc,  and  that  the  People 
would  bear  any  thing.  But  this  is  all  falfe  and 
ridiculous :  A  Kingdom  or  Nation  may  as  ea- 
lily  be  ruin’d  as  a  private  Man  or  Family;  and 
the  fame  Means  that  procures  the  one  will  the 
other:  They  only  differ  as  in  Greater  or  Leflfer. 
This  is  undoubtedly  our  prefent  Situation. 

I  muft  likewife,  in  a  very  peculiar  Manner, 
recommend  to  your  Wifdom  and  Prudence 
one  general  Rule  ;  Manage  the  Publick  Trea- 
fure  with  the  greateft  Parlimony  and  Fru¬ 
gality,  and  endeavour  by  your  Influence  and 
Example  to  encourage  the  lame  amongft  all 
thofe  who  have  the  lead:  Share  in  the  Direction 
of  it.  Gonfider,  dear  Sir,  you  are  only  the 
Steward  of  the  People’s  Purle ;  and  what  a 
Breach  of  Truft,  what  a  Breach  of  Honour* 
nav,  how  cruel  and  criminal  it  is,  to  apply  the- 
PcopleV Money  to  any  other  Ufe  or  Purpcfe 
than  the  real  Good  and  Benefit  of  the  People ! 


I  could  mention  to  you  many  States  and  Go¬ 
vernments  that  have  been  entirely  ruin  d  and 
deftroy’d  merely  by  their  own  Profufenefs  and 
Prodigality.  In  all  Countries  the  fame  Caufes 
will  produce  the  fame  Effects.  When  Princes 
and  Minifters  have,  by  their  monftrous  Waft¬ 
ful  nefs  and  Diffipation,  brought  themfelves  in¬ 
to  Streights  and  Difficulties,  what  comes  next  ? 

Then  they  muft  have  Recourfe  :to  every  low 
'  Trick 
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Trick,  and  mean  Expedient,  to  ruin  and  impo- 
verilh  Kingdoms  and  Nations.  And  this  natu¬ 
rally  produces  a  general  Difguft  and  Difcontent, 
and  fooner  or  later  will  end  in  Popular  Com^ 
motions,  and  a  Civil  War.  A  profufe  Adrni- 
niftration  is  always  loofe,  difrefpedted,  and  tot¬ 
tering  :  A  prudent  and  frugal  Administration  of 
the  Publick  Treafure  is  always  a  Sign  of  a 
well-governed  State;  which  can  never  be  well 
governed  where  the  Publick  Treafure  is  wafted 
and  mifapply’d. 

The  Spamjh  Hiftorians  tell  us,  that  after  the 
Difcovery  of  the  Mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 
vaft  and  moft  amazing  Treafures  were  annually 
brought  to  Spain ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  their  Government  continued,  for  a  long 
Succeffion  of  Years,  in  a  State  of  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  Poverty;  and,  at  laft,  when  this  be¬ 
came  an  Objedt  of  Public  Enquiry,  it  prefent- 
ly  appear'd  that  their  Finances  were  moft  mi- 
ferably  managed,  and  laviflf  d  away  in  Mifap- 
plications,  by  enormous  Penfions,  Grants,  and 
Annuities ;  and  thereby  the  Bulk  of  this  Trea¬ 
fure  was  diverted  from  the  real  Ufe  of  the 
State*  Believe  me,  Sir,  no  Revenue  in  the 
World  is  fufficient  to  bear  conftant  and  large 
Embezzlements. 

'  To  me  it  has  ever  appeared  infamous  in 
any  Man  to  accept  of  large  Penfions,  Bounties, 
and  Annuities,  from  the  Publick,  if  he  can  live 
decently  without  them ;  and  thofe  that  do  it 
ought  to  be  efteemed  at  beft  but  Public  Alml- 
fcnen ;  a  Character  every  Man  of  Fortune  or 

B  2  Virtue 
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\rirtuc  ought  to  avoid  and  deteft.  I  will  readi¬ 
ly  grant  that  every  Man  that  ferves  the  Publick 
ought  to  be  honourably  paid  :  But  then  this 
Service  fhould  not  be  monftroufly  over-rated 
and  over- valued,  nor  the  Reward  continued 
after  the  Service  is  ended.  How  unreafonable 
then  is  it  to  grant  exorbitant  Penlions  to  thofe 
who  can  very  well  live  without  them,  and, 
which  is  worfe,  to  thofe  who  have  never  de~ 


ferved  them  ! 

Our  own  Hiftorians  tell  us,  that  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ( to  her  immortal 
Honour  and  Renown),  in  her  Court,  Majefty 
and  Thrift  ftrove  for  the  Preheminence ;  no 
Prodigality  on  one  Side,  no  Meanneis  on  the  o- 
ther; —  no  fqueezing  and  draining  the  People. 
And  by  this  Conduct  her  Majefty  and  Minifters 
procur’d  the  concurrent  Aftedlion  and  Fidelity 
of  all  her  Subjedts. 

I  could  mention  a  thoufand  Advantap-es  that 

o 

would  naturally  attend  a  prudent  and  frugal 
Adminiftration  of  the  Publick  Treafure  :  But 
I  will  detain  you  no  longer  on  this  Head,  and 
/hall  fubmit  it  to  your  ferious  Reliebtion.  And 
your  own  Reafon  and  Confcience  muft  tell 
you,  that  there  never  was  any  Conjuncture 
wherein  this  Point  became  mere  neceifary  and 
important  than  at  this  prefent  Period  of  Time, 

The  next  Tiling  that  falls  under  Conlidera- 
tion  is  to  caution  you  againft  too  violent  At¬ 
tachment  to  any  one  particular  Party.  There 
are  really  Men  of  Honefty  and  Capacity  of  all 
Parties.  1  am  a  Whig,  Sir,  and,.  I  think,  as 

firmly 
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firmly  attach  d  to  Principles  of  Whiggifm  as 
any  Man  can  be,  or  at  leaf!:  ought  to  be  :  Yet 
I  lolemnly  believe  it  would  be  more  for  the  In- 
tereft  of  this  Nation  to  be  under  an  Admini- 
Itration  of  honed,  fober,  and  prudent  Tories, 
than  under  an  Adminidration  oi  cunning,  art¬ 
ful,  and  crafty  Whigs ;  who  mind  nothing 
but  inriching  themfelves,  their  Families,  and 
Friends,  and  be  eternally  draining  and  fqueez- 
ing  the  People.  And  I  dare  fay  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  Thouiands  of  Whigs  in  this  Kingdom  who 
would  chearfully  concur  in  the  fame  Senti¬ 
ments  ;  ■ —  and  I  doubt  not  but  there  are  vad 
Numbers  of  People  who  edeem  themfelves, 
a.nd  are  edeemec.  by  others,  as  Tories,  who 
had  much  rather  fee  the  Adminifcration  in  the 
Hands  of  honed  prudent  Whigs,  than  in  the 
Hands  of  Tories  whole  Minds  are  beclouded 
with  Ignorance,  Darknefs,  Hereditary  Right, 
High  Church,  Abfurdity,  and  Nonfenfe.  ° 
The  State  and  Condition  of  our  two  con¬ 
tending  Parties,  Whigs  and  Tories,  in  Eng- 
land)  is  vadly  alter  d  and  chang’d  from  what  it 
was  twenty  or  thirty  Years  fince.  They  have 
now  had  a  fair  and  open  Ecclaircifement :  They 
have  compai  d  Notes,  and  both  Parties  agree 
that  they  will  not  be  bought  and  fold  like 
Sheep  and  Afies,  as  they  have  formerly  been  : 
Their  Eyes  are  open’d ;  they  plainly  fee  they 
have  been  mod  horribly  impos’d  on  by  their 
Civil  and  Ecclcfiadical  Leaders,  and  that  there 
io  not  a  thoufandth  Part  of  the  real  Difterence 
between  them  as  they  have  been  made  to  be¬ 
lieve  : 
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lieve.  They  all  aim  at  the  fame  Thing ;  that 
is,  all  the  honeft  and  lenfible  Part  of  them, 
(though  perhaps  by  Means  fomewhat  different) 
that  is,  [the  real  Good  and  Welfare  of  their 
Country.  Depend  on  it,  Sir,  the  People  of 
England  will  be  no  longer  amus’d  with  Party 
and  ridiculous  Names.  The  Leaders  of  both 
our  Parties  will  never  more  be  able  to  play 
thofe  1  ow  Tricks  and  Games  as  they  have  for¬ 
merly  done.  The  grand  Mafs  and  Body  of  the 
P eople  will  think  for  themfelves ;  they  will 
reafon  for  themfelves;  and  they  will  make  a 
folid  and  right  Judgment  of  Things,  and  of 
Men :  And  if  they  find  themfelves  under  a 
weak,  v/icked,  prefufe,  extravagant,  and  op- 
prefiive  Adminiftration,  fuch  an  Adminiftration 
may  reft  fatisfied  ( let  them  call  themfelves  by 
what  Party  Names  they  pleafe)  that  they  will 
be  purfued  by  the  united  Vengeance  of  all  the 
honeft  and  worthy  Men  of  all  Parties  whatfoe- 
ver.  And,  as  Things  now  ftand  with  us,  let 
any  Minifter  obftinately  determine  to  do  what 
is  right  and  juft,  he  may  fafely  rely  on  the  Fi¬ 
delity  and  Affections  of  the  People  ;  they  will 
fupport  him  with  all  their  Might,  with  all  their 
Strength,  and  with  all  their  Souls. 

It’s  my  fincere  'Defire  that  your  Adminiftra¬ 
tion  be  long  and  permanent ;  which  can  never 
be,  unlefs  you  fix  yourfelf  on  a  firm  and  ho¬ 
neft  Foundation  at  firft  fetting  out,  laying  a- 
fide  all  little,  low,  mean  Tricks,  all  little  tem¬ 
porary  Expedients.  —  Do  nothing  in  private 
that  you  are ‘either  afraid  or  afham’d  lhould  be 

known 
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known  to  the  whole  World. - •  ■  Let  me  in¬ 

treat  you  not  to  be  too  ambitious  and  tenacious 
of  Power.  If  you  can’t  ftand  honeflly  and 
fairly,  give  up,  and  retire  at  once. 

Cincinnatus  at  Rome,  when  he  found  the  Go¬ 
vernment  unhing’d,  and  every  thing  conduced 
by  the  mere  Force  of  Bribery,  Venality,  and 
Corruption,  fairly  retir’d,  and  gave  up.  But 
this  State  of  Things  could  not  laft  long  :  Eve¬ 
ry  thing  naturally  fell  into  a  State  of  Diforder 
and  Confufion ;  and  the  Clamours  of  the  aching 
People  oblig’d  the  Senate  to  bring  him  again 
on  the  Stage.  If  you,  Sir,  will  adt  on  this  no¬ 
ble  and  righteous  Foundation,  your  Cafe  may 
probably  be  the  fame.  But  when  a  Minifter 
comes  to  be  too  tenacious  of  Power,  it’s  dan¬ 
gerous  to  his  Prince,  to  himfelf,  and  often¬ 
times  deftrudtive  to  the  People  ;  as  he  will 
then  be  oblig’d  to  facrifice  every  Coniideration, 
though  ever  fo  important,  to  his  own  Conti¬ 
nuance  in  Power. 

I  have  heard  and  read  of  a  certain  Great  and 
All-powerful  Minifter,  who  for  a  long  Succef- 
fion  of  Years  held  and  maintain’d  a  much 
greater  Share  of  Power  than  ever  any  Angle 
Man  had  done  before.  The  Publick  T reafure 
was  at  his  foie  Command ;  all  Penfions,  Places, 
Bounties,  and  every  Degree  of  Preferment, 
went  through  his  Hands  alone,  from  the  high- 
eft  to  the  loweft.  Y et  with  this  vaft  and  ama¬ 
zing  Acceflion  he  plainly  faw  he  could  not 
ftand:  But  his  Third:  of  Power  remain’d  lb 
great  and  infatiable,  that  inftead  of  giving  up. 
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as  he  ought  to  have  done,  he  fell  into  a  mod: 
iniquitous  Method;  and  in  a  very  Ihort  Time 
fpread  a  univerfal  Spirit  of  the  moft  open  and 
barefac’d  Bribery,. Perjury,  Venality,  and  Gor- 
ruption,  through  every  Corner  of  the  Land, 
with  its  natural  Attendants,  a  continued  State 
of  Riot,  Diforder,  and  Excefs.  But  this,  in 
the  Event,  he  found  to  be  a  mean  and  tempo¬ 
rary  Expedient,  and  could  not  laft  long;  he 
plainly  faw  no  Revenue  could  bear  fuch  con- 
flant  Diffipation  and  Embezzlement:  He  emp¬ 
tied  the  Coffers  of  his  Royal  Mafter,  and,  if 
Information  is  right,  anticipated  the  Payments 
of  many  Branches  of  the  Revenue,  and  even 
threw  into  the  Bargain  a  confiderable  Share  of 
liispnvn  private  Fortune.  Yet  all  proved  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  he  was  forc’d  to  give  up  and  retire. 

The  Foundation  on  which  he  ftood  was 
wicked  and  unrighteous,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  permanent  and  durable.  Could  he  have 
prevail’d  with  himfelf  to  have  retir’d  fooner,  or 
as  foon  as  he  found  he  could  not  Hand  fairly 
and  honeflly,  his  natural  Talents  and  Abilities 
were  fb  confpicuous  and  apparent,  that  he 
would  probably  have  been  brought  again  on 
the  Stage  of  Action ;  and,  if  he  had  acted 
right,  he  might  have  liv’d  and  died  in  the 
higheft  Efleem  and  Reputation ,  and  have 
tranfmitted  his  Name  and  Character  to  Poileri- 
ty  with  Honour  and  Renown.  Happy  for  his 
Country  he  fell  when  he  did  !  It  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  him  to  be  of  any  real  Ufe  or  Utility, 
nor  any  other  Minifter  in  the  like  Situation : 
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All  his  Time,  all  his  Study,  all  his  Pains  and 
Diligence,  Morning,  Noon,  and  Night,  eating 
and  drinking,  deeping  and  waking,  were  fole- 
ly  employed  on  one  fingle  Point,  viz.  I  mud: 
have,  I  will  have,  a  firm  and  undiaken  Majo¬ 
rity  in  a  certain  H - ,  cod:  what  it  will. 

In  the  Conduct  of  this  Great  Minifter  there 
is  nothing  at  all  dxange  or  alarming.  The 
Hiftories  of  many  Countries  furnifii  us  with  a 
Variety  of  Examples  of  Great  Men  fo  accurfed- 
ly  tenacious  of  their  Power,  that,  rather  than 
give  up,  they  would  contrive  and  execute  the 
Ruin  of  Thoufands,  or  perhaps  Millions,  both 
in  their  Bodies,  their  Souls,  and  Efiates. 

This  infatiable  Third:  of  Power  is  a  Point  I 
mud:  recommend  to  your  Confideration  with 
the  utmod  Serioufnefs  and  Solemnity.  For 
God’s  Sake,  for  your  own  Sake,  and  for  the 
Sake  of  thefe  poor  finking  Kingdoms,  fix  your- 
felf  on  an  honourable  and  equitable  Foundati¬ 
on  ;  and  if  you  can’t  ftand  honeftly,  give  up  at 
once.  But  during  your  Continuance  in  Power, 
let  me  intreat  you,  at  all  Times,  and  on  all 
Occafions,  mod:  fteadily  to  purfue  one  main  and 
grand  Objedt,  the  real  Good  and  Welfare  of 
the  People  ;  and  endeavour,  by  every  pofiible 
Method,  to  raife  the  Dignity,  Reputation,  and 
Power  of  the  Britij 7a  Name  and  Nation  all  the 
World  over.  And  the  Means  of  doing  it  are 
plain  and  obvious :  The  Improvement  and  fur¬ 
ther  Cultivation  of  our  Lands,  the  giving  the 
utmoft  Encouragement  to  all  our  various  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  a  conftant  and  uninterrupted 
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Security  to  our  Navigation,  and  a  fixed  and 
obftinate  Rcfolution  to  render  it  more  and  more 
confiderabie  and  extenfive  in  all  Parts  and  Cor¬ 
ners  of  tire  habitable  World.  Thefe,  my  dear 
Friend,  are  Points  that  claim  the  Study  and 
Attention  of  a  Britijh  Minifter  ;  and  I  will  be 
fo  bold  as  to  fay,  that  I  defy  ail  the  pall,  pre- 
fent,  or  future  Minillers,  to  the  End  of  the 
World,  ever  to  brine  any  the  leaf:  real  Addi- 
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tion  to  the  Power,  Wealth,  or  Dominion  of 
thefe  Kingdoms,  by  any  other  Way  or  Means 
whatfoever. 

I  now,  Sir,  come  to  another  Point  of  equal, 
if  not  of  greater  Importance  than  the  former. 

Our  Antient  Books  and  Records  inform  us, 
that  when  the  Limited  Monarchical  Govern¬ 
ment  was  firft  eftablifhed  in  England ,  it  was 
the  mutual  and  concurrent  Agreement,  abfo- 
lately  fettled  by  the  Three  conilituent  Parties 
which  compofe  the  fupreme  Legislature  of  this 
Kingdom,  that  the  Commons  of  England  were 
to  be  always  chofen  freely  by  the  People,  in  a 
Manner  quite  undifhirbed  and  unmolefted, 
and  that  the  two  other  conilituent  Parts  were 
on  no  account,  nor  under  any  Pretence  whate¬ 
ver,  to  interfere  in  any  Manner  or  Shape  with 
the  Elections  of  the  Commons  of  England . 
This  is  what  our  Anccftors  called  the  Confuta¬ 
tion,  or  the  original  Compadt  between  the  Go¬ 
vernors  and  Governed  moil  folemnly  made  and 
concluded.  Now,  if  in  any  future  Period  of 
Time,  one  or  both  of  the  two  other  Conftitu- 
ent  Parts  of  the  Legislature  lhould  take  in  their 
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Heads,  by  a  Variety  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
deilroy,  and  deprive  the  People  of,  this  their 
antient  and  indubitable  Right,  by  any  illegal 
and  undue  Influence  or  Prabtice, —  I  only  fay 
fhould  fuch  a  Thing  happen  (which  God  for¬ 
bid),  would  not  this  be  deemed  by  all  honed: 
and  fenfible  Men  as  a  Subversion  of  this  Con¬ 
ditution,  and  a  mod  open  and  notorious  Vio¬ 
lation  of  this  primary  and  original  Compabt  ? 
If  it  is  not  fo,  it  really  appears  to  me  to  have  a 
near  Affinity  to  it.  But  to  fpeak  out  plainly : 
A  due  Ballance  and  Independency  of  the  Con¬ 
diment  Parts  of  the  Legiflative  Power  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  the  very  Being  and  Exidence 
of  our  Conditution;  and  it  is  required  by  the 
Spirit,  the  Defign,  and  Intention  of  our  Con¬ 
ditution.  And  when  one  Part  becomes  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  other,  the  Conditution  may  be 
faid  to  be  dangeroufly  alter’d  and  chang’d : 
but  if  one  Part  comes  to  over-ballance  either 
of  the  other  two,  then  it  becomes  totally  fub- 
verted. 

From  this  Point  alone  arofe  the  Necefilty  of 
fo  many  Laws  having  been  enabled  from  Time 
to  Time  to  prevent  Bribery  and  Corruption, 
and  againd  Placemen  and  Penfloners.  For 
what  Freedom  and  Sincerity  of  Speech  can  be 
expebled  from  our  Reprefentativcs,  if  a  Pecu¬ 
niary  Intered  drould  ever  prevail  amongd  ’em  ? 
A  wicked  and  ambitious  Minider,  who  would 
then  didribute  the  Corruption,  might  raife  to 
himfelf  a  Fabtion,  who,  partaking  of  his  Boun¬ 
ty,  and  expebting  to  fliare  with  him  in  the 

C  2  Spoils 


[  2°  ] 

Spoils  of  his  Country,  would  fupport  him  in 
all  his  molt  dedruftive  Meafures.  What,  then. 
Sir,  would  become  of  all  our  boafted  Liberty, 
and  of  all  our  mod:  facred  Rights  and  Privi¬ 
leges  !  You  ihould  have  it  always  drongly 
imprefs’d  upon  your  Mind,  that  the  People  of 
England  do  not  owe  their  natural  Rights  and 
Privileges  to  the  Conceffion  of  any  of  their 
Kings  or  Princes :  No,  certainly;  they  are 
originally  free ;  that  is,  they  are  Born  brave 
and  free;  which  Liberties  and  Freedoms  were 
handed  down  to  them  at  an  amazing  Ex¬ 
pence  of  Blood  and  Treafure.  I  hope  and 
truft  in  God  this  will  never  be  our  Cafe ;  but 
if  it  fhould  in  any  future  Period  of  Time,  and 
the  Guardians  of  our  Nation  degenerate  into 
little  more  than  Miniderial  Tools,  I  believe  in 
my  Conference,  and  in  my  mod  calm  and  te¬ 
nons  Moments,  that  Great  -Britain  in  fuch 
a  Situation  may  be  ruin’d  and  indav’d  with 
more  Eafe  and  Facility,  under  the  fpecious 
Name  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  than  by  any 
other  Way  or  Means  that  can  poflibly  be  de¬ 
vis’d. 

During  your  Adminidration  we  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  of  this  Kind.  I  perfuade  myfelf 
your  innate  Uprightnels  and  Integrity  will  ne¬ 
ver  permit  you  to  fet  out  on  fo  wicked  and 
fandy  a  Foundation.  But  let  us  fuppofe,  for 
once,  you  were  in  this  Particular  to  follow  the 
Steps  of  Tome  of  your  Predeceffors;  it  woiald 
be  the  mod  ill-judg’d  Policy  ill  the  World  : 

You  would  find  the  Demands 'of  the  Corrupted 
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daily  to  Increafe,  and  fooa  become  fo  very  enor¬ 
mous,  that  you  could  not  poffibly  gratify  them. 

In  your  prefent  Situation  the  mere  Force  of 
Neceflity  will  oblige  you  to  a  more  frugal  and 
parfimonious  Management  of  the  Public  Trea- 
fure ;  you  will  not  be  able  to  fupport  fuch  a 
continued  State  of  Difiipation  and  Embezzle- 
ment  as  fome  Miniders  have  formerly  done. 
And  here  you  will  very  probably  reply,  that 
you  will  find  out  fome  frefh  Refources,  fome 
new  and  additional  Taxes.  But  this  won  t  do. 
Sir.  Confider  a  Moment  what  a  vad  Share  of 
the  prefent  Taxes  falls  on  the  poor  Labouring 
People  of  this  Nation :  Should  you  lay  new 
Taxes  on  the  Neceffaries  or  Effentials  of  Life, 
you’ll  advance  the  Price  of  Labour,  and  there¬ 
by  we  flaall  be  all  ruin’d  and  undone  at  once, 
from  the  hi  2;  heft  to  the  lowed.  I  don’t  men- 
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tion  this  from  Books  or  Records,  but  from  my 
own  Knowledge  and  Experience,  having  been 
converfant  in  Affairs  of  a  Mercantile  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Kind,  for  a  great  Number  of  Years,  in 
mod  Parts  of  Europe. 

The  French  have  a  prodigious  and  amazing 
Advantage  over  us  in  Point  of  Labour  already. 
The  French  Minidry  ever  fince  the  Days  of 
Colbert  (who  fird  put  it  into  their  Heads)  have 
been  endeavouring,  by  every  poifible  Method, 
to  cultivate  and  increafe  a  prevailing  Spirit  of 
Temperance,  Frugality,  and  Indudry,  arnongd 
their  Labouring  People ;  and  for  that  Purpofe 
have  abolifh’d  a  great  Number  of  their  Holi¬ 
days  j  wifely  concluding,  that  the  Labour  of 
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tlie  People  is  the  only  Source  and  Foundation 
©f  their  Wealth  and  Power. 

In  England  the  Cafe  is  exactly  the  fame. 
But  we  have  unhappily  ached  a  different  Part ; 
ancl  hy  a  Vaiiety  of  Ways  and  IVIeans  have 
been  endeavouring  to  promote  and  encourage 
amongft  our  Labouring  People  a  general  Spirit 
of  Riot  and  Excefs,  Wickednefs,  Idlenefs,  and 
Debauchery.  What  an  infinite  Lofs  has  this 
Kingdom  fuftain’d  by  that  iniquitous  Practice 
of  Randying  at  the  Time  of  Elections,  and,  in 
many  Boroughs,  four  and  fix  Months  before 
the  Election  comes  on  ! 

I  have  been  inform’d  hy  many  Gentlemen 
in  tire  Weft  of  England  (on  whofe  Veracity  I 
can  rely),  that  at  the  laft  General  Election  a- 
bove  Thirty-five  thoufand  Pounds,  clean  hard 
Money,  was  fpent  at  Honiton ,  E aunt  on,  and 
Barn ;  Haple,  three  Borough  Towns,  and  that  full 
Two  Thirds  of  it  was  confum’d  in  Drinkables. 
It’s  really  amazing  to  fit  down  and  confider 
what  horrible  Scenes  of  Excefs  and  Debauche¬ 
ry,  what  Idlenefs  and  Wickednefs,  are  daily 
committed  on  this  Occafion.  No  Work  done 
of  any  Kind  ;  all  Trades,  Fabricks,  or  Manu¬ 
factures,  quite  and  entirely  fufpended.  Be¬ 
tides,  when  our  Labouring  People  have  been 
accuftom’d  to  live  in  this  Manner  for  three  or 
four  Months,  in  a  continued  State  of  Idlenefs 
and  Drunkennefs,  it  vitiates  and  corrupts  their 
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Minds  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  renders  vaft  Num¬ 
bers  of  them  unfit  for  Labour  ever  afterward. 
It  alio  deftroys  their  Conftitutions,  that  Multi¬ 
tudes 
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tudes  of  them  die  within  the  Space  of  1  wclve 
Months ;  and  their  Wives  and  Families  mufl 
be  maintain’d  by  the  Lands :  Of  which,  if  I 
had  more  Time,  I  could  give  you  fome  parti¬ 
cular  and  very  firiking  inftances,  collected 
from  fome  of  our  Borough  Towns.  This  con¬ 
firms  what  I  have  already  hinted,  that  when 
Great  Men  become  too  tenacious  and  ambiti¬ 
ous  of  Power,  rather  than  part  with  it  they 
won’t  at  all  boggle  at  facrificing  the  Bodies  and 
Souls  of  the  People  by  Hundreds,  by  Thou- 
fands,  or  perhaps  by  Millions,  if  it  falls  in  their 
Way. 

Befides  all  thofe  antient  and  primary  Con¬ 
tracts,  folemnly  made  and  concluded  by  and 
between  the  Governors  and  Governed,  the 
Right  of  the  People’s  electing  the  Commons,  in 
a  Manner  quite  free  and  undiilurbed,  has  been 
again  very  lately  mod;  folemnly  and  publickly 
recognized  and  afcertained;  I  mean  at  the  lat’c 
Revolution.  It  was  then  unanimoufly  declar’d 
and  agreed,  that  the  Election  of  the  Commons 
ought  and  fhould  be  free.  This,  with  fome 
other  Points,  was  declared  and  enadted  to  be 
the  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  Right  of  the 
People  of  England ,  and  fo  fliall  be  EJleemed , 
Allowed ,  Adjudged ,  and  Taken  to  be.  Vide  the 
Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Adi  of  Settlement  pafs’d 
at  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  Acceffion  to  the 
Crown  of  theie  Realms.  From  hence  it  evi¬ 
dently  appears,  that  if  any  future  Minifter,  ei¬ 
ther  by  Rewards  or  Punifhments,  by  Promifes 
or  Threats,  fhould  make  ufe  of  any  undue  and 
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pecuniary  Influence,  it  ought  to  be  efteemed 
not  only  as  a  Subverfion  of  our  Ancient  Confti- 
tution,  or  that  Original  Compaft  folemnly 
made  and  concluded  between  the  Governors 
and  Governed,  but  alfo  totally  repugnant  to  all 
the  Revolutional  Laws  and  Principles. 

If  I  am  not  miftaken,  we  are  prohibited  by^ 
an  exprefs  Law  to  write  any  thing  repugnant  to 
the  Revolution.  If  our  Legiflature  has  made 
it  criminal  to  write  again  ft  it,  it  muft  certainly 
be  deemed  abundantly .  more  fo  to  aft  openly 
and  barefacedly  againft  one  of  its  moil  folemn 
Injundions.  It  is  the  Conftitution,  Sir,  that 
is,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  be,  the  primary  Objeft  of 
every  true  Engliihman.  When  once  this  is  gi¬ 
ven  up  or  fubverted,  we  no  longer  remain  Free¬ 
men,  but  inftantly  become  mean  and  abjeft 
Slaves.  It’s  Time  to  finifh  on  this  Head  :  I 
have  only  one  fhort  Remark  to  make  on  what 
has  been  already  advanced,  viz.  It  is  certainly 
the  Duty  of  every  true  I'riend  to  his  Country 
to  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  according  to  his 
Talents  and  particular  Station,  in  the  Publick 
Service :  And  fhould  you  be  of  Opinion  that 
our  Conftitution  has  been  alter’d  and  chang’d, 
it  is  your  Duty,  by  every  poflible  Method,  to 
reftore  it  and  bring  it  back  to  its  primary  and 
original  Intention ;  and  which  was  again  moft 
folemnly  ratify ’d  and  confirm’d  at  the  late  glo¬ 
rious  Revolution,  by  the  then  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons.  But  this  can  never  be  effected, 
unlefs  the  People  be  allowed  to  eleft  the  Com¬ 
mons  in  a  Manner  quite  free,  unmolefted,  un- 
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difturbed,  and  without  any  pecuniary  or  undue 
Influence,  of  what  Kind  or  Nature  foever. 

'  I  come  now  to  another  Point  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  Nature,  but  of  equal  Importance  with 
the  laft;  which  is,  to  recommend  to  you  to 
enter  into  a  nice  and  critical  Enquiry  into  the 
prefent  State  and  Condition  of  our  Royal  Navy, 
and  into  the  Talents  and  Abilities  of  all  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  have  the  Chief  Command  of 
it.  And  if  you  find  any  that  have  not  the  Ta¬ 
lents  that  are  properly  adapted  to  the  Sea  Ser¬ 
vice,  you  fhould  get  them  turn’d  out,  without 
any  Reftriftion  as  to  Perfons  or  Parties,  and 
replace  others  that  may  appear  more  and  better 
qualify ’d.  But  before  I  proceed  any  farther  on 
this  Point  I  will  relate  the  Subftance  of  a  long 
Converfation  which  a  Friend  of  mine  (a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  confiderable  Rank)  had  in  the  laft 
War  with  Sir  Charles  Wager ,  at  his  Houfe  in 
London .  The  Recital  of  this  Story  affefted  me 
fo  much,  that  foon  after  I  reduced  it  to  Wri¬ 
ting,  and  it  ftands  in  the  following  Words:  — 
He  went  to  Sir  Charles  Wagers  Houfe  on  fome 
particular  Bufinefs  relating  to  the  Navy ;  and 
after  a  little  Converfation  Sir  Charles  began  to 
fpeak  out  with  no  fmall  Degree  of  Warmth 
and  Vehemence,  and  declar’d,  that  for  a  great 
Number  of  Years  his  highelt  Ambition  had 
been  to  leave  the  Britifh  Navy  in  as  good  a 
Condition  as  he  found  it ;  and  that  as  to  the 
Ships  he  fhould  leave  them  in  a  much  better 
.State  than  he  found  them,  both  as  to  their 
Number  and  real  Goodnefs  and  Value ;  but  as 
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the  Hands  they  were  in,  they  were  infinitely 
worfe  now  than  at  the  Time  he  fir  ft  came  to 
the  Diredtion  of  the  Navy;  and  that  our  Navy 
may  he  faid  to  be  half  ruin’d  and  undone;  and 
that  the  Fault  lay  at  the  Door  of  one  Angle 
Man,  who  for  a  long  Succeffion  of  Years  had 
been  continually  fending  and  promoting  a  vafk 
Number  of  People  in  the  Navy,  who  had  no 
Talents  or  Abilities  for  it,  either  natural  or  ac¬ 
quir’d.  My  Friend  reply’d,  that  all  or  the 
greateft  Part  of  thofe  People  fo  fent  and  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  Navy  were  Sons  of  Perfons  of 
great  Rank  and  Diftindtion,  many  of  them  the 
Sons  of  our  Nobility  and  Top  Gentry;  and 
confequently  the  Regard  they  would  have  to 
their  own  Honours  and  Characters  would  ob¬ 
lige  them  to  foht,  and  behave  well.  To 
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which  Sir  Charles  anfwer’d ;  It’s  all  the  worfe 
for  that,  as  I  muft  tell  you  that  in  the  Navy 
there  is  a  much  greater  Neceffity  for  eftablifh- 
Inp  a  ft  rid:  Order,  Difcipline,  and  Subordina- 
tion,  than  in  the  Land  Service ;  and  from  my 
firft  Entrance  into  the  Navy  I  have  always  ob- 
lerv’d,  that  it’s  impoffible  to  keep  thofe  young 
Gentry  to  that  ftridt  Difcipline  that  is  necefla- 
ry  :  And,  befides,  when  they  are  guilty  of  great 
Irregularities,  and  wilful  Negledts  of  their  Du¬ 
ty,  they  are  fo  connedted  and  ally’d  to  Great 
Families  that  they  are  fure  to  efcape  without 
Cenfure  or  Punifhrnent.  And  by  thefe  Means 
the  Naval  Laws  have  in  a  great  Meafure  loft 
that  Weight  and  Influence  which  they  former¬ 
ly  had,  and  ought  ever  to  have.  Sir  Charles  goes 
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on,  and  fays,  <c  Confider,  Sir,  for  a  Moment, 
the  Manner  of  Life  and  Education  of  thofe 
young  Gentry.  They  are  educated  and  brought 
up  in  great  Delicacy,  Softnefs,  Plealures,  and 
Effeminancy,  and  can't  be  fuppos’d  to  have 
Talents  properly  adapted  to  the  Sea  Service. 
Befides,  I  could  mention  to  you  many  of  thofe 
People  that  have  large  Fortunes,  and  are  Heirs 
to  great  Eftates ;  and  it's  ridiculous  to  fuppofe 
that  Men  in  fuch  Circmnftances  llaall  expofe 
their  Perfons  to  fuch  great  and  apparent  Dan¬ 
gers  as  the  Sea  Service  frequently  requires,  and 
which  Men  of  the  lower  Rank  and  Station  of 
Life  will  be  induced  to  undergo,  in  order  to 
raife  their  Fortunes  and  Characters.”  Sir  Charles 
then  concluded,  by  faying,  “  Thefe  Senti¬ 
ments  of  mine,  Sir,  are  founded  on  more  than 
40  Years  Experience.”  My  Friend  faid  he 
was  really  run  a-ground,  and  could  make  no 
Reply;  only  whifper’d  foftly  in  Sir  Charles  s 
Ear,  that  with  all  this  Sort  of  Management  we 
can  but  juft  keep  our  Heads  above  Water,  and 
without  it  we  muft  fink,  and  can’t  ftand  a 
Month  longer;  and  this  you  know  as  well  as  I. 

My  Friend  faid  he  came  home  from  Sir 
Charles  Wagers  Houfe  alone  in  his  Coach,  and 
pretty  late  in  the  Evening ;  and  that  the  Con- 
iideration  of  what  Sir  Charles  told  him  made 
even  his  very  Heart  to  tremble,  and  the  more 
fo  as  he  knew  the  farue  Sort  of  Management 
had  prevailed  in  the  Army. 

.  You’ll  reply,  This  is  a  hear-fay  Story  :  And 
lb  it  really  is.  You  may  believe  it  or  not,  juft 
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as  you  pleafe  :  But  the  Gentleman  from  whole 
Mouth  I  had  it  related  it  with  fo  much  Con¬ 
cern  and  Solemnity,  that  I  then  did,  and  do  at 
this  Moment,  believe  every  Word  of  it  to  be 
true. 

\V  hen  I  conlider  the  vail:  Importance  of  our 
Navy,  and  that  our  very  Being  and  Exiftence 
as  a  Nation  depends  entirely  upon  it,  to  me  it 
appears  the  moft  damnable  of  all  idcrelies  in 
Politicks,  that  our  Navy  Ihould  be  facrificed, 
negledled,  and  put  into  improper  Hands ;  and 
from  no  other  Motive  in  the  World  than  to 
fupport  and  fecure  one  fingle  Man,  or  one 
Angle  Party,  or  one  Angle  Faction.  I  could 
write  a  Volume,  Sir,  to  convince  you  of  the 
Iniquity  and  Danger  of  fuch  Tranfadtions;  but 
I  will  proceed  no  further,  only  fubmit  it  to 
your  own  calm  and  deliberate  Reflections. 

I  now  come  to  another  Point.  In  all  Go¬ 
vernments  it  has  been  efteem’d  confident  with 
National  Wifdom  and  Policy  for  Great  Men, 
or  Minifters  of  State,  frequently  to  conlider  and 
refledt  on  the  prevailing  Tempers,  Sentiments,  . 
and  Difpofitions  of  the  People  over  whom  they 
are  called  to  prefide.  Was  you  now,  Sir,  to: 
travel  into  every  County  in  Ettgland,  and  to  col¬ 
led!  Five  hundred  People  out  of  each  County, 
all  of  the  moft  knowing,  the  moll  honeft,  and 
intelligent  Sort,  and  from  all  our  different  Par¬ 
ties  and  Ranks,  that  is,  from  among!!  our 
Country  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Traders,  Ma- 
fadlurers,  Farmers,  Grafiers,  &c.  &c.  &c.  how¬ 
ever  various  and  different  their  Opinions  may 
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be  in  other  Matters,  you’ll  moft  certainly  find 
them  all  concur  and  agree  in  one  general  Sen¬ 
timent  that  our  poor  Nation  is  in  a  moft  fink¬ 
ing  and  declining  State,  and  that  we  have  now 
loft  all  that  Splendor,  Weight,  and  Dignity  in 
Europe,  which  we  formerly  maintain’d ;  and 
that  without  a  thorough  and  immediate  Change 
in  our  whole  and  entire  Syftem  both  of  foreign 
and  domeftic  Policy,  we  muft  in  a  very  fliort 
Period  become  all  ruin’d  and  undone.  A 
Change  of  Men  will  avail  nothing,  nor  a  fu- 
perficial  Change  of  Meafures  :  You  muft  go  to 
the  Bottom,  and  make  Thorough  Work  of  it ; 
otherwife  v/e  muft  go  on  in  the  fame  finking 
State  and  Condition  as  we  have  done  for 
Twenty  Years  paft,  and  be  every  Day  draw¬ 
ing  nearer  and  nearer  to  our  fatal  and  final 
Period.- 

How  Great  Men  and  Courtiers  may  judge 
of  our  prefent  Condition  I  won’t  pretend  to  de¬ 
termine:  But  this  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that 
what  I  have  mention’d  is  the  united  and  con¬ 
current  Opinion  of  Eight  Parts  in  Ten  of  all 
the  People  of  Englatid. 

To  this  you’ll  very  probably  reply,  that  you 
have  a  very  good  Opinion  of  our  Country  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  our  Merchants,  Traders,  and  Manu¬ 
facturers,  and  that  they  are  plain  honeft  well- 
meaning  Men ;  but  that  in  Government,  and 
all  State  Affairs,  there  are  Myfteries,  fecret 
Arts,  and  Contrivances,  which  thefe  People 
know  nothing  of,  or  if  they  did  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  infinitely  beyond  their  Reach  or  Capacity. 

This, 
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This,  1  muff  confefs,  •  is  the  common  Lan¬ 
guage  of  Great  Minifters,  or  Governors  of 
Provinces  or  Kingdoms :  But  it's  all  falfe  and 
deluiive.  In  any  Nation  in  Europe  where  are 
thofe  fecret  Arts,  Myfleries,  or  Refinements  in 
their  Government,  which  a  Man  of  plain  Com¬ 
mon  Senfe  can’t  clearly  fee  and  underftand, 
you  may  depend  upon  it  there  is  Roguery  in¬ 
tended  at  the  Bottom ;  that  is,  fomething  real¬ 
ly  injurious  and  deftru&ive  to  the  Community. 

.  But  in  England  the  Intereft  of  our  Country  is 
fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  no  honeft  fenfible 
Man  can  ever  miftake  it.  It  wants  no  extra¬ 
ordinary  Talents  to  fee  and  feel  our  own 
Strength,  to  know  our  own  real  Good  and 
Welfare,  to  view  our  internal  State  and  Con¬ 
dition,  and  to  fee  how  and  in  what  Manner 
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we  are  refpedled  or  deipifed  by  all  the  otljer 
Powers  of  Europe . 

By  Sea,  Sir,  we  are  an  Over-Match  not  on¬ 
ly  for  Frame ,  but  for  all  the  Maritime  Powers 
in  Europe ,  and  may  there  conquer  the  Grand 
Monarch,  and  make  him  fubmit  to  an  equita¬ 
ble  Peace  :  But  on  the  Continent  France  ever 
has,  and  ever  will,  beggar  us,  and  reduce  us 
to  the  Neceffity  of  imploring  Peace  on  fuch 
Terms  as  they  fliall  vouchfafe  to  grant.  Eve¬ 
ry  War  carried  on  by  England  on  the  Continent 
naturally  tends  to  her  Ruin  and  Impoverish¬ 
ment.  Befides,  it  is  abfolutely  repugnant  to 
all  the  general  Rules  and  Maxims  of  Policy  in 
any  Nation  upon  Earth  voluntarily  and  offici- 
oufly  to  engage  in  War  in  the  Defence  of  Fo- 
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reign  States,  when  at  the  fame  Time  they  can¬ 
not  fupport  the  Expence  that  is  neceffary  to 
fecure  their  own  Dominions,  their  natural 
Rights,  Liberties,  and  Commerce.  The  com¬ 
mon  Pretence  has  ever  been,  that  we  muft 
fupport  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  and  thereby 
humble  and  reduce  France.  But  by  all  honed 
and  feniible  Men  this  has  ever  been  efteemed 
no  better  than  a  mere  popular  Pretence,  vain 
Words,  empty  and  ridiculous  Sounds,  without 
any  real  Senl'e  or  Meaning.  This,  Sir,  is  the 
joint  and  concurrent  Opinion  of  eight  or  nine 
Parts  out  of  ten  of  all  the  good  People  of  Eng¬ 
land:  And  if  you  had  the  Tongue  or  Pen  of 
an  Angel,  you  could  not  beat  it  out  of  their 
Heads.  It  comes  upon  their  Minds  with  that 
irrchitable  and  coercive  Force,  that  they  can¬ 
not  withold  their  Alfent  from  it.  It  is  equal  to 
any  mathematical  Demonftration. 

I  won’t  pretend  to  be  a  Mafter  of  all  the  Ger¬ 
man  Hiftories :  It’s  a  Work  I  have  neither  Lei- 
fure  nor  Inclination  for.  But  this  I  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  many  of  their  mod;  eminent 
Historians  and  Politicians  agree  in  fome  funda¬ 
mental  Points.  Firjl,  they  all  agree  that  there 
is  a  real  and  inherent  Strength  and  Power  in 
the  Germanic  Empire,  when  united,  to  drive 
all  turbulent  Invaders  (whither  Englijh  or 
French)  fairly  into  the  Sea,  or  even  out  of  the 
World ;  that  is,  to  reduce  them  at  all  Times 
within  the  Bounds  of  Reafon,  Juflice,  and  Mo¬ 
deration.  Secondly,  they  are  alfo  agreed  that 
the  Interpolition  of  France  or  England,  both  of 
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cither,,  into  the  Affairs  of  Germany has  in  its 
own  Nature  a  vifible  and  apparent  Tendency 
to  break  in  .upon  and  deftroy  the  internal  Peace 
and. Tranquility  of  the  whole  Empire.  Yea, 
they  go  further,  and  fay  if  the  People  of  Eng¬ 
land.  will  take  it  into  their  Heads  to  grant  vaft 
andiurprifing  Penfions  or  Subfidies  to  two  or 
three  German  Princes,  and  hire  their  Troops  at 
a>  monftrous  high  Rate  (which  is  a  very  gainful 
Trade,  and  very  common  for  the  Princes  of 
Germany  to  let  out  the  Lives  of  their  Subjects 
to  Hire) ;  this  being  done  to  two  or  three  Prin¬ 
ces  only,  it  at  once  raifes  the  Expectations  of 
the  others,  and  if  they  can’t  obtain  thofe  Ad-  ' 
vantages  from  England  alfo,  they  inftantly  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  French >  who  will  conclude  themfelves 
under  a  NeceiTity  to  follow  our  Example.  And 
from  .this  Source  and  Foundation  alone  has 
fprung  many  bloody,  defperate,  and  deftruc- 
tive  W  ars,  in  which  we  have  plung’d  ourfelves, 
and  have  been  deeply  engag’d,  not  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  Auxiliaries,  but  almoffc  as  Principals ; 
and  have  borne  a  Share  of  the  Expence  infi¬ 
nitely  beyond  all  the  Rules  of  Reafon,  Juftice, 
or  Proportion, 

In  fending  large  pecuniary  Aids  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  our.  Managers  of  the  Publick  Trea- 
fure  fiiould  at  all  Times  confider ;  that  in  Eng¬ 
land,,  there  are  no  Mines  of  Silver  or  Gold; 
and  that  wc  can  acquire  not  the  Icaft  Degree  of 
additional  Wealth  but  by  Trade;  and  that  by 
fending  out  our  Circulating  Cadi. by  Thoufands, 
or  ITundreds.;  of  Thoufandsy.  or.,  perhaps  Milli¬ 
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dns,  muff  greatly  leffen  and  reduce  all  our 
Trade  both  foreign  and  domeftick :  For  it  is 
an  agreed  Point,  that  in  all  Kingdoms  in  the 
World  Trade  will  bear  a  very  near  Proporti¬ 
on  to  the  Quantity  of  the  Circulating  Caih  of 
that  particular  Kingdom. 

The  Great  Mr.  Locke  is  certainly  in  the 
right  when  he  fays,  that  for  any  Kingdom  to 
maintain  a  great  and  powerful  Army,  either 
their  own  or  mercenary  Forces,  out  of  their 
own  Dominions,  and  to  be  obliged  to  pay,  in 
Money,  annual  and  large  Subfidies  to  Foreign 
Princes,  is  no  more  nor  lets  than  ruining  a 
Kingdom  by  Wholefale. 

In  our  Naval  Preparations  the  Cafe  is  vaftiy 
different;  it  does  not  leffen  or  reduce  our  Nati¬ 
onal  Wealth.  It’s  only  a  Rotation  of  Property 
from  one  Man  to  another.  In  fitting  out  a  large 
Fleet,  the  Provifion  is  a  very  confiderable  Part 
of  the  Expence,  and  which  the  Landed  Interefl 
receives  again  immediately  in  ready  Cads.  Be- 
fides,  whatever  Fortunes  are  made  by  our  Of¬ 
ficers  and  Sailors,  all  center  in  the  Kingdom, 
and  for  the  molt  Part  revert  back  again  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Many  by  a  brifk  and  quick 
Circulation. 

I  have  often-times  wifli’d  our  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  Parliament  would  call  for  and  examine 
the  Accounts  of  what  Money  has  been  remitted 
to  Germany  under  the  Character  of  Subfidies, 
md  what  it  has  coil  us  in  maintaining  our  own 
md  the  Mercenary  Troops  on  the  Continent, 
;ver  fince  the  Revolution.  Such  an  Infpedtion 
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would  "be  of  great  Utility ;  it  would  open  the 
Eyes  of  People,  and  let  them  fairly  fee  how 
and  by  what  Means  they  came  into  the  prefent 
wretched  and  incumbred  Condition. 

Let  this  Sum  be  what  it  will,  I  muft  intreat 
you  to  reflett  calmly,  and  confider  what  real 
and  folid  Advantages  has  this  poor  Nation  ever 
receiv’d  by  it.  Did  it  ever  procure  us  any  one 
good  and  fubftantial  Ally,  that  was  ready  to  aid 
and  alii  ft  us  in  cafe  of  Need  ?  It’s  now  but 
little  more  than  Twelve  Months  fince  that  we 
had  feveral  great  and  powerful  Armies  on  the 
Shore  oppofite  to  our  own,  and  within  Eight 
Hours  fail  of  us  ;  not  a  ragged  Rabble  of  Scots 
Highlander's ,  but  old  and  veteran  Troops,  well 
furnifh’d  and  equipp’d  with  every  thing  neeel¬ 
fary  for  the  intended  Defcent;  an  Army,  Sir, 
commanded  by  Officers  brave  and  bold,  as 
well  fkill’d  and  experienc’d  in  the  Military  Ast 
and  Science  as  any  in  the  World.  What  a 
dreadful  Sight  would  it  have  been  to  have  feen 
the  Crown  of  England  fought  for  on  Englijh. 
Ground!  The  very  Confideration  of  it  makes 
me  even  to  tremble.  ••  '  *  .  ; 

Yet,  Sir,  under  thefe  dreadful  and  gloomy 
Apprehenfions,  had  we  any  one  Angle  Ally  that 
appear’d  in  our  Behalf?  We  might  indeed  have 
turn’d  our  Eyes  to  the  Aujlrian  Family,  for 
whofe  Support  and  Security  we  have  expended 
and  lavifh’d  away  (I  believe  I  might  fay  vainly 
and  wantonly)  Millions,  Millions,  and  Millions  i 
and  by  our  Blood  and  Treafure  alone  have 
lately  fix’d  and  fettled  the  Imperial  Diadem  on 
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the  Head  of  the  prefent  reigning  Branch,  Y  et 
fo  far  was .  fhe  from  offering  us  any  the  leaffc 
Aid,  that  at  this  important  and  critical  Junc¬ 
ture  file  actually  enter’d  into  a  folemn  Treaty 
and  Alliance  with  our  grand  and  inveterate 
Foe  To  this  you’ll  probably  reply.  Hie  has 
turn’d  out  ungrateful.  But  what  Satisfaction 
is  this  to  England ,  after  fo  many  Millions  of 
their  Money  being  expended  ?  And  you  may 
reft  fatisfied  you’ll  always  find  your  Continental 
Allies  turn  out  in  the  fame  Manner.  Yea,  our 
moft  hearty  and  grateful  Ally  the  Dutch,  how 
did  they  adt  ?  They  plainly  told  us  they  would 
neither  meddle  nor  make  in  our  Affairs,  and 
that  we  muft  fight  our  own  Battles  ourfelves, 
unaided  and  unaffifted  by  them.  And  there 
was  not  a  fingle  Soul  in  all  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  that  offer’d  to  draw  the  Trigger  of  a  fin¬ 
gle  Mufket  in  our  Behalf  at  this  moft  awful 
and  critical  Period.  Dean  Swift  fays,  that  it 
is  a  fundamental  Maxim  in  the  Dutch  Policy 
never  to  right  for  other  People ;  and  that,  in 
the  main,  it  is  a  right  and  good  Syftem  :  For 
he  fays,  that  for  a  private  Man,  a  Body  of 
Men,  or  a  Nation  of  Men,  to  take  it  in  their 
Heads  to  be  always  fighting  for  other  People, 
is  one  of  the  moft  fool  iff,  idle,  and  romantick 
Things  in  the  World. 

With  regard  to  our  real  Connection  with 
Holland,  it  has  ever  been  a  Matter  of  great 
Wonder  and  Surprize  to  me,  that  any  Man  in 
England  in  his  right  Senfes  could  ever  expeft 
or  imagine  that  the  Dutch  would  give  us  any 
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Aid  or  Afiiflance,  unlefs  forced  to  it  by  very 
comp*ilfive  and  coercive  Methods.  No,  cer¬ 
tainly  ;  fuch  a  Conduit  would  be  repugnant  to 
the  Intereft  of  every  Angle  Soul  in  all  the  Seven 
Provinces.  Their  Neutrality  is  a  thing  of  a 
rnoft  lucrative  Nature ;  it  promotes  and  increa^ 
les  their  Navigation  to  a  molt  aftoniflhing  De¬ 
gree,  and  is  a  vaft  Addition  to  their  National 
Wealth.  I  believe  in  my  Confcience  that  if 
the  Dutch  were  to  offer  to  the  French  Miniftry 
that  they’d  inftantly  declare  War  with  England , 
and  join  the  French  Vvith  their  whole  Military 
and  Naval  Force,  in  order  to  haften  our  Ruin 
and  Deftruftion,  they  would  not  accept  it ; 
they  muft  be  Fools  or  Madmen  if  they  did.  It 
is  infinitely  more  for  the  Interell  of  France  to 
let  them  remain  in  their  prefent  Situation  :  For 

•  by  Means  of  this  Dutch  Neutrality  the  French 
are  infinite  Gainers,  as  is  well  known  to  the 
Mercantile  World,  and  ought  alfo  to  be  known 
and  regarded  by  our  Ministers  of  State  :  For 
the  Intereft  of  France  is  abundantly  more  pro¬ 
moted  by  it  than  if  they  were  to  aft  with  them 
as  Principals  againft  us.  For  thefe  neutral 

*  Carriers  do  aftually  extend  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  France  in  Time  of  War  more 
than  file  herfeif  could  do  in  Time  of  Peace. 
Though  file  may  lofe  fomething  in  Point  of 
Freight,  it’s  merely  a  Trifle,  and  is  made  up 
again  twenty-fold  by  the  low  Premiums  of  In- 
furance..  Whaf 'amazing  Quantities  of  Wine, 
Brandy,  Sugar,  Indigo,  Cotton,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
from  Bordeaux,  Nantz ,  Rochelle ,  and  all  their 
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ether  Ports,  are  daily  tranfported  to  Holland , 
Hamburgh,  and  all  the  numerous  Ports  in  the 
Baltick  Sea,  and  for  which  they  pay  no  more 
Infurance  than  the  common  Sea  lliik,  and  no¬ 
thing  is  allow’d  for  the  Hazard  or  Danger  of 
Captures.  For  every  Infurer  in  Holland,  France , 
Hamburgh,  and  other  Places,  very  well  know 
that  all  French  Property,  when  once  loaded  in 
Hutch  Bottoms,  becomes  at  once  abfolutely  fe- 
cure  ( Military  Stores  only  excepted)  :  And  if 
any  of  our  Englijh  Privateers  are  fo  weak  and 
imprudent  as  to  bring  in  any  of  thole  Hutcu 
Ships,  even  though  they  are  in  the  Coaffing 
Trade  only,  and  tranlporting  French  Goods 
from  one  Port  to  another,  they  are  lure  to  be 
loaded  with  Colts  and  Damages,  and  be  obli¬ 
ged  to  deliver  up  the  Ship  again;  and  our 
Court  of  Admiralty  can’t  adr  otherwife  as  long 
as  the  prefent  Marine  Treaties  between  us  and 
Holland  are  permitted  to  exilt,  and  more  elpe- 
cially  thofe  two  of  1667  and  16745.011  which 
the  Claims  and  Privileges  of  the  Hutch  are 
•chiefly  founded.  . 

;  Thus  you  fee  how,  and  in  what  eafy  and 
current  Manner,  not  only  the  Fabricks  and 
■Produce  of  France,  but  all  their  rich  and  valu¬ 
able  Commodities  brought  from  the  Eajl  and 
■JVeJl  Indies,  are  permitted  to  be  exported.  It’s 
very  true  the  Hutch  are  vaft  Gainers  by  this  In- 
creafe  of  their  Navigation ;  yet  they  actually 
carry  thofe  French  Goods  at  a  very  low  Freight; 
which  they  can  well  afford  to.  do,  as  no  Nation 
in  Europe  navigates  their.  Ships  on  more  eafy 

Terms. 
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V" ^1S'  They  ^ave  a  va^  deal  in  the  Article 
oi  V  ictu  ailing,  and  their  bed  Sailors  have  not 

above  20  or  23  s.  per  Month  Wages,  flow 
vadly  different  this  from  the  poor  Emli/h  Mer¬ 
chant!  He  muff:  pay  3/.  t  o  }.  or  4  /.  Month 
lei  a  good  Sailor,  and  be  obliged  to  advance 
him  a  couple  of  Months  Pay :  "His  Ship  and 
Cargo  muft  pay  from  Ten  to  Twenty-five  pep 
Cent.  Infurance,  in  Proportion  to  the  Lenoth  of 
the  Voyage.  The  Fabricks  and  Produce  of 
England  may  fupport  and  bear  up  under  this 
heavy  Load  and  Incumbrance  for  feme  Ihort 
Time,  but  it  can  t  do  long,  it  muft  terminate 
looner  or  later  in  our  utter  Ruin  &  Deftructiori-. 

Belides  this  there  is  another  vaft  Advantage 
the  French  have  by  Means  of  this  Dutch  Neu  ¬ 
trality:  A  great  Number  of  their  large  Mer¬ 
cantile  Snips  aie  to  be  converted  into  Private 
Ships  of  War.  This  and  the  laft  War  the 
French  Government  bought  a  great  Number  of 
large  Merchant  Ships  at  Marseilles ,  Bourdeaux, 
Nmitz ,  and  other  Places,  and  immediate]? 
converted  them  into  ftout  Frigates,  and  there¬ 
by  made  a  great  Addition  to  their  Royal  Navy; 
and  many  of  their  lefier  Merchant  Ships,  for 

want  of  other  Employment,  are  fitted  "out  as 
Privateers. 

Whoever  will  confider  the  Extent  of  the 
■French  Coaft  muft  be  fenfible  that  their  Coaft*- 
ing  Trade  is  of  vaft  Importance.  This  is  all 
carried  on  in  Dutch  Bottoms.  And  by  this 
Means  an  infinite  Number  ot  French  Sailors  are 
under  a  Neceffity  to  enter  on  board  French 

Men 


C  39  1 

Men  of  War  or  Privateers  j  ctherwiie  they  mu.fl 
adtually  ftarve. 

The  French  carrying-  on  their  Trade  in  fo 
eafy  and  fecure  a  Manner,  the  Revenues  of  the 
Crown  are  well  paid  up,  and  kept  in  a  tolera-* 
ble  good  Condition ;  and  they  become  abun¬ 
dantly  more  capable  of  annoying  our  Trade, 
and  we  lets  capable  of  hurting  and  defiroyiny 
theirs.  1  knew  an  Englijh  Privateer  lately  that 
lay  off  Nantz  ten  Days,  and  twelve  Days  off 
Bourdeaux.  In  thefe  twenty-two  Days  he  faw 
no  lefs  than  Seventy  neutral  Ships  go  in  and 
come  out  of  thofe  two  Ports,  and  brought  to 
above  Forty  of  them.  All  the  Goods  going- 
Coaftways  were  in  Dutch  Bottoms,  only  fome 
few  Danes  and  Flamburghers  that  were  bound 
to  Holland \  Hamburgh ,  and  the  Baltick ;  but  of 
thele  Nine  Parts  out  of  Ten  were  Dutch  alio. 

I  could  fay  a  vaft  deal  more  to  convince  any 
reafonable  Man  of  the  amazing  Advantage  the 
French  have  by  carrying  on  their  Trade  in  Dutch 
Bottoms,  and  the  infinite  Prejudice  we  receive 
by  it ;  but  this  would  take  up  too  much  Time ; 
and  from  v/hat  I  have  already  advanced  I  will 
draw  one  general  Conclufion,  and  do  defy  all 
the  Men  upon  Earth  to  contradidt  it,  viz.  that . 
the  French  Nation  may  as  eafily  pretend  to  live 
without  Food,  or  Air,  as  to  fupport,  and  exift 
under*,  a  War  of  Three  Years  with  England-, 
provided  only  that  on  the  Part  of  England  the 
lard  War  be  honeftly  and  fairly  conducted. 

rr'^u  ^  uPon  as  a  fix’d  and  immutable 
Truth.  Any  common  Man  that  has  a  little 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge  in  the  internal  State  and  Condition 
of  the  French  Nation,  and  the  various  Conneo- 
tions  and  Dependencies  between  one  Part  of 
their  extenfive  Dominions  and  the  other,  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  demonstrating  it  with  as  much  Clear- 
nefs  as  any  .Proposition  in  Euclid ,  or  as  that  2 
and  2  make  4. 

I  am  So  confident  of  the  Truth  and  Certain¬ 
ty  of  this  Propofition,  that  I  would  even  ven¬ 
ture  my  Life  upon  it,  and  would  be  content 
fairly  and  openly  to  be  hang’d  up  at  Tyburn  at  - 
Twelve  o’Clock  at  Noon-day,  if  the  French  did : 
not  with  great  Humility  and  SubmiSlion  beg 
and  implore  a  Peace  before  the  End  of  the 
Said  third  Year. 

If  I  was  to  fit  down  to  demonstrate  the  Truth 
of  this  Propofition  to  its  utmoft  Extent,  I  muSt 
be  under  a  Neceffity  greatly  to  exceed  the  in-  ' 
tended  Limits  of  this  EpiStle.  Probably  I  may 
make  this  Point  the  Subject  of  a  Second  Letter,  ' 
if  I  ever  find  Leifure  and  Inclination  for  it. 
However,  I  Shall  now  attempt  to  illustrate  it, 
by_juit  hinting  a  few  Particulars. 

E/Vy?,  The  Way  to  humble  and  reduce  France  ■ 
can  never  be  by  Continental  Wars.  The  French 
Soldiery,  their  Officers,  and  Generals,  may 
reafonably  be  Suppos’d  to  be  equally  Skill’d  in 
the  Military  Art  and  Science  as  any  in  Europe ;  ’ 
and  confequently  our  Victory  over  them  will  ' 
be  always  very  precarious  and  uncertain.  But 
I  will  go  further,  and  admit  the  Victory  to  be  ' 
alvvays  on  our  Side,’  and  that  we  Should  for 
many  Years'  go  on  killing  and  chopping  up  ' 

Thirty 
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Thirty  or  Forty  Thoufand  Frenchmen  a  Year: 
Would  this  tend  to  ruin  and  diftrefs  the  French 
Nation  ?  No,  not  at  all.  Coniider,  the  French 
King  is  an  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  Mon¬ 
arch,  holds  in  his  Hand  the  Lives  and  Proper¬ 
ties  of  Seventeen  or  Eighteen  Millions  of  P eo- 
ple  in  Europe  only :  And,  admitting  we  iliould 
deftroy  Thirty  or  Forty  Thoufand  of  his  Soldi¬ 
ers  a  Year,  it  would  be  hardly  worth  his  No¬ 
tice,  as  fuch  LolTes  would  be  inftantly  repai¬ 
red,  and  infenfibly  felt  by  the  French  Nation. 
But,  befides  gaining  thofe  great  and  mighty 
Victories  over  the  French  on  the  Continent, 
what  would  this  poor  Nation  get  by  it  ?  I 
mull  confefs,  it  exceeds  the  utmoil  Reach  and 
Limits  of  my  Underftanding  ever  to  difeover 
we  could  get  a  iingle  Half-Crown  by  it :  Y ea, 
Cq  far  from  getting  by  it,  thofe  Victories  would 
oblige  us  to  increafe  our  Taxes,  and  to  make 
large  annual  Additions  to  our  National  Debts, 
and  thereby  haften  our  Ruin  and  DeftruCtion. 
For  I  take  it  for  granted  (and  I  have  fome  Au¬ 
thority  for  io  faying)  that  the  far  greater  Part 
of  the  Eighty  Millions  now  hanging  over  our 
Heads  has  been  contracted  by  our  maintaining 
our  own  and  Mercenary  Troops  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  adding  thereto  the  great  Sum  we  have 
paid  as  Subfidies  fince  the  Revolution  to  the 
Dutch ,  Danes ,  Swedes,  Bavarians,  Saxons,  Hcf. 
Fians,  Hanoverians,  Ruffians,  Prufjians,  Hungari¬ 
ans,  and  the  Lord  knows  who.  Now,  Sir, 
what  have  we  got  by  all  this  wild  and  extrava¬ 
gant  Syftem  of  Policy  ?  So  far  from  getting, 
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that  we  have  brought  ourfelves  into  fuch  a 
mean  and  pitiful  Condition  as  not  now  to  be 
capable  of  treating  with  any  Court  in  Europe 
with  the  lead  Degree  of  Weight  or  Dignity; 
and,  what  is  worfe,  have  thereby  loft  that  Ho¬ 
nour,  that  Valour,  and  Reputation,  for  which 
our  Anceftors  were  fo  juftly  renown’d,  both  in 
Time  of  Peace  and  War. 

Had  you,  Sir,  the  Tongue  or  Pen  of  an  An¬ 
gel,  you  could  never  make  the  People  of  this 
Nation  believe,  that  it’s  more  for  their  Intereft 
to  fquander  away  Four  or  Five  Millions  of  their 
Money,  in  carrying  on  a  Land  War,  ail  among 
Foreigners,  in  Bohemia ,  Hungary ,  Saxony ,  or 
elfewhere  on  the  Continent,  than  it  is  to  fpend 
it  at  Sea,  where  it  will  foon  center  again  a- 
mongft  themfelves.  If  it  were  poflible  for  you 
to  convene  Ten  Thoufand  of  the  moft  honeft 
and  fen  able  People  from  amongft  all  our  diffe¬ 
rent  Parties,  Ranks,  Orders,  and  Degrees,  you’d 
find  that  Ninety-nine  out  of  every  Hundred 
concur  and  agree  in  one  general  Opinion,  That 
all  Attempts  made  to  reduce  the  Power,  Wealth, 
or  Influence  of  France ,  by  Continental  Wars, 
are  wild  and  ridiculous  Chimeras.  Befides, 
Sir,  there  is  another  Thing  that  has  always 
ftuck  with  me  with  regard  to  our  frequent  In- 
t'erpofttions  in  the  Affairs  of  Germany.  For  my 
Part,  I  never  could  reconcile  our  Conduit 
therein  with  the  Principles  of  common  Honefty 
and  Juftice;  to  which  all  Men,  and  all  col¬ 
lective  Bodies,  all  Kingdoms  and  Nations, 
Hand  juftly  and  equally  entitled.  And  here. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  I  beg  your  Attention,  while  I  give  you  the 
calm  and  deliberate  Sentiments  of  the  Greateft 
Man  in  this  World  j  or,  if  you  won’t  allow  him 
to  be  the  very  Greateft,  you  can’t  avoid  placing 
him  in  the  Rank  of  One  of  the  Greateft,  I 
mean  the  prefent  King  of  Pruffia.  His  being 
Heir  Apparent  to  a  powerful  Kingdom  adds 
nothing  to  his  real  Greatnefs  of  Mind.  I  fhall 
ftrip  him  of  all  Royalty,  and  {peak  of  him  only 
as  a  Private  Gentleman,  He  is  allow’d  by  all 
the  Military  Men  in  Europe  to  have  flu  died  the 
Art  of  War  with  more  and  greater  Attention 
than  any  other  Man  betides,  and  to  have  made 
fuch  Improvements  in  that  Art  and  Science  as 
were  hitherto  unknown,  and  which  all  Nations 
are  fond  to  imitate.  He  is  a  Great  and  Emi- 
nent  Lawyer,  not  only  thoroughly  verfed  in  the 
Laws  of  his  own  Kingdoms,  but  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Municipal  Laws  of  all  Na¬ 
tions  in  Europe.  There  is  no  Kingdom  where 
Juftice  is  adminifter’d  in  a  Manner  more  incor¬ 
ruptible,  or  where  the  private  Rights  and  Pro¬ 
perties  of  Men  are  determin’d  in  fo  ealy  and 
expeditious  a  Manner,  quite  and  entirely  freed 
from  that  eternal  Plague,  Vexation,  Dilitorinefs, 
and  amazing  Expence,  which  is  moft  fhame- 
fully  and  wickedly  permitted  and  allow’d  in 
moft  other  Nations  in  Europe.  For  this  fingle 
A&  alone  Generations  to  come,  in  all  his  Do- 
minions,  will  call  him  blefled,*  He  is  a  great 

F  2  Politician, 
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*  In  the  new  Regulation  of  the  P 'ruffian  Laws  (lands  the 
following  Claufe;  “  Provided  always,  that  when  any  Suit 
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Poltician,  an  able  and  learned  Divine,  and  has 
made  a  furprizing  Proficiency  in  all  the  Arts 
and  Sciences  that  have  hitherto  been  known 
or  difcover’d  in  the  World  :  He  has  quite  ex¬ 
hausted,  and  gone  to  the  Bottom  of,  all  Parts 
and  Branches  of  Polite  Literature;  and,  what  is 
more,  he  poflefles  a  real  Goodnefs  of  Soul, 
and  a  certain  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  fuperior  to 
mofi:  other  mortal  Men.  And  I  am  really  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  there  are  very  few  Men 
(and  etpecially  Great  Men)  that  ever  entertai¬ 
ned  a  more  facred  and  inviolable  Regard  to 
the  eternal  and  immutable  Laws  of  T ruth,  E- 
quity,  and  common  Juftice  ;  for  without  this, 
his  Character,  or  the  Character  of  any  Great 
Man,  would  be  defective,  and  every  Way  in- 
compleat.  I  had  no  Intention  to  draw  Cha¬ 
racters  ;  but  ’twas  impoflible  for  me  to  mention 
the  Name  of  this  Extraordinary  Man  without 
faying  fomething  in  his  Favour.- 

Let  us  now  fee  the  calm  and  deliberate  Sen¬ 
timents  of  this  Good  and  Great  Man  relating 
to  our  Interpofition  in  the  Affairs  of  Germany', 
This  very  Ring  of  PruJJia  publifh’d  a  Writing 
dated  at  Berlin ,  jlugit.fi  8.  1744  :  It  was  fign’d 
by  the  King’s  own  Hand,  and  a  little  lower 
'  ■  '  down 

4 

<c  comes  t;o  be  enter’d  at;  any  Court  of  Judicature?  and 
“  there  appears  to  be  any  Widow  or  Widows,  Orphan  of 
Orphans,  in  any  *  manner  interred  in  the  fame,  fuch 
<4  Suit  or  Suits  (hall  be  dire&ly  heard  and  determined,  and 
“  fball  be  allow’d  the  Preference  to  all  others  in  point  of 
<c  Time.”  Here  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  Jujiice  and 
Mercy  are  met  together,  and  Righteoujnefs  and  Peace  have 
embraced  each  other. 
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down  by  his  Two  Secretaries  of  State,  H.  Count 
of  Podeivills,  and  C.  W.  B&rck.  It  was  entitled 
a  Refcript,  and  addrefs’d  to  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don.  It  might  as  well  have  been  {filed  an  Ad- 
dr  efs  to  the  People  of  England ;  for  to  them  it 
feems  chiefly  intended.  In  the  firff  Place  he 
endeavours  to  prove  that  the  Interpolation  of 
England  in  the  Affairs  of  Germany  is  illegal, 
unwarrantable,  and  unjuftifiable,  to  the  lafi 
Degree.  I  will  tranfcribe  fome  of  the  latter 
Part  of  it  in  his  own  very  Words :  “  'I  hope, 
“  however,  that  no  judicious  Englijlman ,  nor 
“  any  Briton  that  is  zealous  for  his  Country, 
"  can  pofiibly  miftake  the  Equity  of  my  Re- 
folutions,  as  he  may  fufficiently  convince 
“  himfelf  of  it,  by  barely  tranfporting  on  the 
“  Theatre  of  England  what  now  paffes  on  that 
“  of  Germany  :  That  as  every  true  Englijh  Pa- 
**  triot  would  look  with  Indignation  on  fuch 
Intrigues  as  fhould  be  carried  on  in  his  own 
“  Country  towards  making  the  now  Regnant 
<c  Family  to  defcend  the  Throne,  in  order  to 
•c  eflablifh  the  Pretender  there,  and  would 
f  C  oppofe  all  fuch  Practices  with  all  his  Power  ; 
*c  much  more  there  is  no  Patriot  or  powerful 
5  c  Prince  of  the  Empire  that  can  fit  with  In- 
difference,  and  cooly  fuffer  another  Member 
l!  of  the  Empire,  fuch  as  is  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
<c  gary,  to  endeavour  to  fpoil  of  his  Dignity 
“  and  Authority  the  Emperor  lawfully  elected, 
fC  in  order  to  invefl  with  that  Rank  a  Candi- 
“  date  deftitute  of  the  Qualifications  that  are 
P  moft  effential  to  fill  the  Imperial  Throne- 
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‘ s  and  who  never  can  afcend  it  but  by  the  total 
“  Subverfion  of  the  Imperial  Conftitution,  and 
“  alfo  of  all  the  Liberties,  Prerogatives,  and 
“  Privileges  of  its  chief  Members.  That,  in, 
“  Confequence  of  the  fame  Principle,  no  Ger~ 
"  man  Prince  had  any  Right  to  meddle  with 
the  inward  Policy  of  Great-Bntain ,  nor  with 
“  the  Conftitution  of  its  Government.  I  have 
“  fome  Reafon  to  hope  the  Englijh  Nation  will 
‘c  neither  meddle  with  the  domeftick  Affairs* 
cc  of  the  Empire,  nor  oppofe  the  Efforts  to 
<c  which  I,  as  well  as  the  other  Eftates  well- 
“  minded  for  the  Empire,  are  refolved  to 
“  make,  towards  preferving  and  maintaining 
“  the  Dignity  of  the  Head,  the  Reverence  due 
“  to  the  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  our  Coun- 
<c  try,  and  the  Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  its 
<!  Members  :  And  that  I  entertain  thefe  Hopes 
“  the  more,  becaufe  England  has  no  Reafon  to 
“  meddle  with  this  Quarrel  from  any  Confide- 
“  ration  of  its  Commerce.  And  I  think  it  un- 
“  reafonable  to  pretend,  that  fuch  powerful  and 
“  refpecriable  Princes  as  thofe  of  the  Empire . 
“  are,  or  fhould  be,  are  obliged  to  rule  their 
“  Condudl  upon  the  Inclinations  of  thofe  a- 
“  mong  the  Englijh  who  ftrive  to  make  their 
“  Countrymen  enter  into  foreign  Quarrels  that 
“  are  of  no  Manner  of  Con  earn  to  England." 
All  the  King  of  PruJJia' s  own  Words. 

Obferve  here,  this  was  wrote  a  long  Time 
after  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  had  been  honeftly, 
fairly,  and  unanimoufly  ele cried  by  the  Grand 
Diet  of  the  whole  Empire  aflembled,  at  which 
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no  Perfon  or  Party  appear’d  in  Favour  or  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  fhe  having  by  Words, 
and  a  hundred  Times  by  her  Adtions,  declar’d 
fhe  would  pay  no  Regard  to  the  Golden  Bull, 
nor  to  any  of  the  internal  Laws  or  Conflituti- 
ons  of  the  Empire,  and  that  the  Point  was  now 
fubmitted  to  the  Sword,  and  that  alone  fhould 
determine  it. 

Two  Days  after.  His  Prujjian  Majefly  pub¬ 
lish'd  another  and  much  larger  Writing,  dated 
at  Berlin  the  loth  of  Augujl,  1744,  entitled  a 
Memorial,  and  addrefs’d  to  all  the  Courts  of 
Europe.  I  would  tranferibe  both  thefe  W ritings, 
but  the  Fear  of  rendering  my  Letter  too  tedious 
prevents  me.  However,  of  this  Piece  I  will 
only  tranferibe  a  very  little  Part  of  it :  “  Since 
“  the  Succefs  which  the  Hungarian  Troops 
“  have  had  in  Bavaria,  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
“  far  from  proceeding  with  that  Equity  and 
“  Moderation  which  became  her,  has  treated 
“  the  Emperor’s  Dominions  with  inexpreflible 
“  Hardfhips  and  Cruelty.  This  Princefs  and 

her  Allies  form’d  Defigns  u  nmeafurably  am- 
“  bitious;  the  pernicious  End  of  which  is  to 
“  put  Fetters  for  ever  upon  the  German  Liberty : 
“  To  effect  which,  for  above  an  Age  paft, 
**  has  been  the  principal  Objedt  of  the  dan- 
“  gerous  Policy  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria. 

“  One  need  only  examine  the  Fadts  which 
"  have  pals  d  thefe  two  lafl  Years,  in  order  to 
“  judge  of  the  Malignity  of  the  Intentions  of 
<c  the  Court  of  l  ' xenna,  and  to  fee  clearly  that 
tc  aU  her  Proceedings  fhe  has  adted-  in  a. 

Manner 
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“  Manner  entirely .  contrary  td  the  Laws  and 
“  Conftitutions  of  the  Empire, 

Thele  Attempts  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
,l  Honour  and  Dignity  of  every  Prince  of  Ger¬ 
many  y  or  1  .lector,  to  tolerate  any  longer; 
“  and  it  would  be  a  fhocking  Bafenefs  in  the 
facred  Members  of  the  Auguft  College,  in- 
“  vcfted  from  Time  immemorial  with  the 
"  Authority  of  electing  their  own  Head,  to 
<c  fuffer  the  Defpotifm  and  the  Violence  with 
“  which  the  Queen  of  Hungary  would  force 
“  this  Right  from  them,  in  fo  ignominioufly 
“  oppreffing  His  Imperial  Majefty.”  All  His 
P/  'ujjian  Majefty’s  own  Words.  The  reft  is 
much  of  the  fame  Kind  ;  only  in  fome  Places 
he  ladies,  and  feverely  reproaches,  the  People 
of  England  for  granting  fuch  amazing  Aid  and 
Adiflance  to  this  very  W oman,  when  they  ve¬ 
ry  well  knew  her  only  Aim  and  Delign  was  to 
fet  up,  and  eftablidi  a  defpotick  Rule  and  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  at  once  to  demolifh,  pull  down, 
and  deftroy,  their  Magna  Charta ,  and  all  the 
fundamental  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  the 
Empire.  In  the  lad  Claufe  of  this  long  Me¬ 
morial  His  Pr ujjian  Majefty  fays,  “  That  he 
<c  himfelf,  in  Conjunction  with  the  other  Prin- 
<c  ces  of  the  Empire,  had  folicited  the  Media- 
u  tion  of  the  Republick  of  Holland  but  they, 
<c  being  fenfible  of  the  Stiffnefs  of  the  Courts 
4C  of  London  and  Vienna ,  declin’d  it  in  a  pretty 
“  categorical  Manner.  * 

In  Germany  they  have  a  Magna  Charta  as  well 
fs  we  in  England,  and  it  has  a  near  Affinity  to 

ours* 


[49  1  . 

ours.  The  Name  they  give  it  is  that  of  the 
Golden  Bull,  in  which  is  declar’d  and  fecur’d 
the  certain  Rights,  Privileges,  and  Immunities 
claim’d  by  all  the  Princes  and  Electors  of  Ger¬ 
many.  .  •  - 

The  Emperor  Charles  VI.  died  the  20th  of. 
Odlober ,  1740.  The  fir  ft  Thing  that  engaged 
the  Attention  of  the  Empire  was  the  Condubt 
of  His  Prufian  Majefty, .  by  marching  a  large 
Body  of  Troops  into  Silefia:  But  at  the  fame 
Time  he  wrote  a  very  friendly  and  complaifant 
Letter  to  the  Emprefs-Queen,  and  another  to 
-he  Duke  of  Lorrain ;  wherein  he  endeavours 
prove  the  Equity  and  Juftice  of  his  Claim 
a  Part  of  Silefia ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  begs . 
ind  intreats,  that  his  Claim  may  be  accommo¬ 
dated  in  a  private  and  amicable  Manner,  pro¬ 
ving  with  great  Solemnity  that  he  would  fub- 
nit  to  any  thing  that  might  be  deemd  equita- 
)le  and  juft,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Effufion 
>f  Blood.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  returned  an 
pimediate  Anfwer,  in  a  moil:  haughty  and  in- 
olent  Stile ;  declaring  die  would  not  fubmit  to 
ny  private  Accommodation,  nor  fuffer  any  the 
eaft  Part  of  her  Dominions  to  be  difmember’d. 
thereupon  his  Prufian  Majefty,  defpairing  of 
ver  obtaining  Juftice  by  any  other  Means  than 
fie  Sword,  inftantly  printed  his  own  Letter 
3  the  Emprefs  Queen,  with  her  Anfwer,  and 
ddrefsd  it  to  all  the  Courts  in  Germany ,  to 
onvince  them  with  what  Equity  and  Modera- 
011 J1?  had  proceeded ;  and  immediately  fat 
Ut  for  Silefia ,  headed  his  Troops  in  Perfon. 

^  Soon 
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Soon  after  this  a  Plot  was  difcovered  in  Silejia, 
to  attempt  the  Life  of  His  PruJJian  Majefty •,  on 
which  that  Monarch  publifh’d  a  frem  Memo¬ 
rial.  I  ih all  only  tranfcribe  the  laft  Part  of  it, 
and  in  his  own  Words:  “  That  notwithftan- 
ding  the  Moderation  he  has  all  along  fhewn 
towards  the  Court  of  Vienna.,  yet  that  Court 
had  been  far  from  behaving  lb  to  him,  and 
has  had  Recourfe  to  the  deteftable  Expedi¬ 
ent  of  employing  Emiflaries,  Spies,  and 
Banditti  to  befet  him,  and  even  attempt  his 
Life.  That  one  of  thofe  Banditti  confefs’d, 
“  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  an  Oath  for  that 
Purpofe  in  the  Aulic  Council  of  War,  and 
in  the  Prefence  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain , 
whom  His  PruJJian  Majefty  never  thought 
capable  of  fuch  Indignities.”  Germany  was  a 
good  deal  alarm’d  at  this  Memorial ;  and  it 
only  ferved  to  encreafe  that  general  Diflike  and 
Deteftation  they  had  before  entertained  of  this 
famous  Woman.  It’s  not  furprifing  with  what 
Friendfhip  and  Cordiality  His  PruJJian  Maje¬ 
fty  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  Silcjia ; 
and  after  a  few  Battles,  he  made  an  abfolute 
and  compleat  Conqueft,  both  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Silejia.  Whereupon  fome  Overtures  of 
an  Accommodation  were  made  him  front  the 
Court  of  Vienna .  But  in  what  Manner  were 
they  received  ?  His  PruJJian  Majefty  declared 
openly,  that  he  had  fo  little  Confidence  in  the 
Honour,  Equity,  or  Veracity,  of  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  that  he  would  enter  into  no  Treaty 
or  Engagement  with  her  on  any  Account,  un- 
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lefs  fhe  could  prevail  with  her  potent  Ally,  His 
Britannick  Majelly,  to  become  Security  for  the 
whole  and  every  Part  of  whatever  Treaty  ihould 
be  made  between  them,  and  not  only  as  E- 
ledtor  of  Hanover,  but  alfo  as  King  of  Britain . 
Upon  this  Demand  of  His  PruJJian  Majelly  this 
Treaty  was  a  long  Time  poftpon’d.  However, 
at  lad  it  was  executed  at  Brejlau ,  the  Capital  of 
■Silejia,  on  the  Ilf  of  June,  1742.  the  Earl 
of  Hindford  being  then  prefent,  who  lign’d  it  in 
the  Manner  Plis  P ruffian  Majelly  had  requir’d. 

By  this  Treaty  the  Emprefs  Queen  yields 
and  cedes  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  both  Upper 
and  Lower  Silcfia,  except  the  Principality  ol 
JeJchen  and  Proppau,  in  lieu  of  which  he  was 
to  have  the  Principality  of  Glatz  in  Bohemia. 

The  King  of  Pruffia,  on  his  Side,  obliged 
himfelf  to  pay  the  whole  entire  Sum  due  to  the 
Englijh  Merchants,  both  Principal  and  Interefl, 
on  account  of  a  Mortgage  made  by  the  late 
Emperor  on  Silejia ,  bearing  Date  January  1  o, 
1734- 

In  the  8  th  Article  of  this  Treaty,  there  hands 
the  following  Words :  “  That  every  thing  re- 
“  lating  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Sile/ia, 
“  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Emprefs- Queen, 
“  Ihould  be  and  remain  on  the  fame  Foot- 
“  ing  on  which  it  was  in  the  Year  1739,  be- 
“  fore  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  or  be- 
“  fore  the  Beginning  of  the  then  War.” 

But  what  did  this  wicked  Woman  do  ?  Soon 
after  the  German  War  was  entirely  over,  and 
the  Empire  reftor’d  to  a  State  of  Peace  and 

G  2  Tranquility 
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Tranquility,  lire  publiffies  a  Writing,  call’d 
at  Vienna  an  Ordinance  or  Decree,  directed  to 
all  her  Farmers  and  Collectors  of  her  Revenue, 
in  all  Parts  of  her  Dominions,  importing,  That 
all  the  Fabricks  and  Manufactures  of  Silejia , 
brought  in  there,  fhould  be  fubjeCt  to  a  Duty 
ot  Thirty  per  Cent.  This  nettled  the  King  of 
PrnJJia  mod  confoundedly,  as  it  broke  in  upon 
one  main  Part  of  his  Grand  Syftem.  What 
the  People  of  Germany  call  the  Prujjian  Grand 
Syftem  is  divided  into  3  Parts.  Firji ,  by  every 
poffible  Method  to  increal'e  the  Number  of  his 
Inhabitants:  Secondly ,  To  encourage  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  further  Improvement  and  Cultivation 
of  his  Land:  Thirdly,  To  proteCt,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  by  every  poffible  Means  all  his  Fabricks 

and  Manufactures  more  and  more  confiderable 

* 

and  extenfive.  And  in  thefe  Points  no  Prince 
upon  Earth  has  taken  more  Pains,  or  has  been 
more  fuccefsful,  than  His  Prujjian  Maieity. 

Immediately  upon  the  Publication  of  this 
Decree  His  Prujjian  Majelty  difpatch’d  one  of 
his  CommilTaries  of  Trade  and  Commerce  to 
Vienna ,  who  loudly  complain’d  of  this  un¬ 
friendly,  difhoncurable,  and  oppreffive  Mea¬ 
sure,  contrary  to  the  Faith  of  the  Treaty;  and 
Itrongly  infifted  upon  it,  that  this  Decree  fhould 
be  inflantly  recall’d  and  revok’d.  This  Gentle¬ 
man  loon  return’d  to  F.erlin ,  affirming  he  could 
obtain  no  other  Anfwer  from  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  or  her  Minifters,  but  that  this  Decree 
fhould  hand,  and  on  no  Account  be  recall’d  or 
revok’d.  Whereupon  His  Prujjian  Majelty  lent 

two 
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two  other  of  his  Commiflaries  of  Trade  and, 
Commerce  to  Vienna ,  one  after  the  other,  who 
made  the  mo  ft  prefling  Solicitations :  But  they 
both  return’d  with  the  fame  Anlwer,  that  the 
Decree  fhould  ftand,  and  not  be  revok’d. 

As  foon  as  ever  this  Lady  had  concluded 
her  late  Alliance  with  the  Court  of  France  the 
laft  Year,  ilie  publifh’d  a  fecond  Decree,  that 
all  the  Fabricks  and  Manufactures  of  Sile/ia, 
brought  into  any  Part  of  her  Dominions,  fhould 
be  fubjeCt  to  an  additional  Duty  of  Thirty  per 
Cent,  more,  in  all  Sixty  per  Cent. ;  and  all  the 
Collectors  of  her  Revenues  were  directed,  un¬ 
der  very  fevere  Penalties,  to  exaCt  this  Duty 
with  the  utmoft  Rigour. 

o 


His  Prufjian  Majefty  complain'd  of  this  In- 
Ti-ifHcc  to  many  others  of  the  German  Princes ; 
■and  receiv’d  for  Anfwer,  That  they  were  not 

J  j 

at- all  furpriz’d  at  the  ConduCt  of  the  Emprefs- 
•Queen,  for  that  Ihe  had  ever  been  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  eftablilli  a  defpotic  Power  in  the  Empire, 
to  abolifh  the  Proteftant  Religion,  as  well  as 
the  Laws,  the  Government,  and  the  particular 
Immunities  which  that  Republick  of  Princes 
and  Sovereigns  had  ever  legally  enjoy’d. 

Yea,  what  is  more  than  all,  at  the  very  In- 
■  ftant  of  Time  that  the  poor  People  of  England 
•Were  running  mad  about  this  Woman,  and 
were  lavifliing  away  their  Money  by  Millions, 

•  and  facrificing  the  Lives  of  their  Soldiers  :  I 
fay,  at  this  very  Inftant  of  Time  flie  laid  lome 
pew  and  extraordinary  Duties  on  the  Fabricks 

and 
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and  Manufactures  of  England  in  loinc  Part  of 
her  Dominions. 

I  very  well  remember  at  this  Time  a  Friend 
of  mine  being  in  London ,  and  converfing  with 
a  Gentleman  of  confiderable  Rank,  who  had 
a  large  Share  in  the  then  Adminiftration,  he 
told  him  this  Story  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  $ 
having  laid  a  new  and  extraordinary  additional 
Duty  upon  the  Fabricks  and  Manufactures  of 
England  in  fome  Part  of  her  Dominions ;  and 
defir ’d  this  Gentleman  to  get  one  of  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State  to  write  a  Letter  to  our  Refident 


at  Vienna ,  who  doubtlefs  would  get  this  new 
Duty  remov’d  in  Five  Minutes  Time,  as  it 
certainly  was  laid  on  by  Miftake  or  inadver¬ 
tently,  and  could  not  be  fuppos’d  otherwife. 
To  which  this  Great  Man  reply ’d  :  For  God’s 
Jake  don’t  plague  us  about  Fabricks  or  Manufac¬ 
tures  ;  we  have  not  Lime  to  think  of  them ;  we  are 
almojl  at  our  Wits  End.  Our  Majority  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  Place  (which  he  mention’d)  grows  weaker 
and  rW  eaker  every  Pay ;  and  if  we  lofe  one  (ingle 
Point ,  we  are  all  undone  at  once.  My  Friend 
was  a  pretty  free-fpoken  Man,  and  reply’d,  1 
really  think ,  Sir,  it  would  be  more  for  the  Interest 
cj  this  Peahen  that  you  jhould  all  give  up  volunta¬ 
rily,  than  fupport  your  Party  by  fuch  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  Methods  as  you  are  now  forced  to  do : 
And  in  cafe  \ Things  continue  on  the  fame  Footing 
‘ Twenty  Tears  longer,  I  fear  we  frail  be  all  un¬ 
done,  and  the  Kingdom  into  the  Bargain.  The 
Great  Man  did  not  take  this  Freedom  at  all  a- 
tnifs;  only  reply ’d,  with  great  Serioufnefs,  1 
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am  an  Old  Man ,  and  cant  live  very  many  Tears 
more-,  fo  I  hope  Things  will  be  kept  together  du¬ 
ring  my  Life.  And  fo  the  Conversation  ended 
on  this  Point. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  I  Shall  here  be  told, 
that  England  had  Sign'd  the  Pragmatick  Sancti¬ 
on,  and  thereby  was  obliged  to  grant  the  Em- 
prefs-Queen  thofe  amazing  Aids  and  Afiiltan- 
ces.  And  here  I  mult  confefs,  that  I  was 
greatly  furprized  to  find  that  on  the  Death  of 
the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.,  Father  to  the 
prefent  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  Lawyers  and 
Politicians  of  Germany  treated  this  Pragmatick 
Sanction  as  an  idle  and  ridiculous  Thing,  al¬ 
ledging,  that  in  1703  a  folemn  Pragmatick. 
Sanction  had  been  made  by  the  Father  of  Jc~ 
J’eph  and  Charles,  in  favour  of  the  Daughters  ©f 
Jofeph ;  and  that  this  Pragmatick  Sanction  had 
never  been  in  the  lead:  regarded  or  obferved. 
But  all  the  Germans  agreed,  that  this  Pragmatic 
Sanction  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  %  was  abso¬ 
lutely  a  mere  Nullity,  as  far  as  it  related  to 
England,  or  France  ( for  the  French  alfo  had 
figned  it  as  well  as  we)  3  and  that  the  People 
of  England  or  France  could  not  intermeddle  in 
any  Manner  or  Shape  with  the  Election  of  their 
Emperor,  without  Subverting  and  destroying 
all  the  fundamental  Laws  and  Constitutions 
of  the  whole  Empire,  and  that  neither  France 
nor  England  ought  to  have  Sign’d  the  Pragma¬ 
tic  Sanction  •,  and  that,  notwithstanding  they 
had  done  it,  they  ought  in  Equity  and  com¬ 
mon  Justice  to  be  deem’d  of  no  Weight  or  In¬ 
fluence  j 
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iluentc;  and  that  if  ever  the  Enghfh  or  French  f 
under  this  Pretence,  fliould  claim  a  Right  to 
diipofe  of  the  Imperial  Diadem  of  Germany  y  ; 
fuch  a  Claim  would  be  efleem’d  by  all  Nations 
in  Europe  as  unwarrantable  and  illegal,  and 
contrary  to  the  Municipal  Laws  of  Nations  5  af¬ 
firming  they  had  a  Magna  Chart  a  (that  is,  their 
Golden  Bull )  and  certain  fundamental  Laws  and 
Conflitutions,  agreeable  to  which  their  Empe¬ 
ror  muft  and  ought  to  be  elected.  Yea,  they 
went  farther,  and  attempted  to  prove  that  the 
Princes  of  Germany  may*  with  equal  Juflice, 
claim  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  the  Crown  and 
Dignity  of  England ,  or  France ,  as  they  could 
have  to  difpofe  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Ger¬ 
many. — *  If  my  Information  is  right,  the  Ger¬ 
man  Princes,  in  their  then  Situation,  made  a 
prefling  Application  to  Cardinal  de  Fleury>  de¬ 
firing  he  would  pay  no  Regard  to  the  Pragma¬ 
tic  Sanction ;  and  that  the  Emperor  ought  to 
be  chofen  by  the  Grand  Diet  of  the  Princes 
and  Electors,  properly  aflembled ;  for  that  o- 
therwife  their  Conftitution  would  be  entirely 
fubvertcd,  and  their  natural  Rights,  Privileges, 
and  Immunities,  to  which  they  flood  legally 
entitled,  for  ever  loft.  This,  I  apprehend,; 
met  the  defired  Effcdt  with  the  Cardinal,  who 
declar’d,  that  he  look’d  on  the  Pragmatic  Sanc¬ 
tion  in  the  fame  Light  as  they  did,  and  that 
no  Attempts  fhould  be  made  by  the  Court  of 
France  to  fubvert  their  Laws  or  Conflitutions. 
Nothing  now'  remain’d  for  the  Germans  to  do 
but  to  get  the  Bvglijh  to  aft  the  famePartv 
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But*  they  prefently  found  all  Attempts  of  this 
Kind  impofliblc,  and  were  quite  fturm’d  and 
knock’d  down  at-  all  the  publick  and  private 
Accounts  they  daily  receiv’d  from  England ; 
and  thefe  Accounts  Were  much  exaggerated  by 
the  Queen  of  Hungary’s  Relidents  at  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Courts  of  Germany :  They  pretended  that 
in  England  there  was  amazing  Sums  of  redun¬ 
dant  Cafh,  which  was  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  by  Millions,  to  enable  her 
to  put  Arms  into  the  Hands  of  all  her  Subjeds 
in  her  Hereditary  Dominions,  which  are  of  a 
prodigious  Extent ;  and  alfo  that  a  great  Part 
of  the  Englijh  Army  were  tranfporting  to 
Germany  who  would  moft  chearfully  facrifice 
their  Lives  to  fecure  the  Eledion  of  the  Queen  • 
of  Hungary  r  -Yea,  they  went  farther,  and  af¬ 
firmed  that  if  the  Public  Treafure  of  the  King¬ 
dom  was  infufiicient,  that  Numbers  of  private 
Gentlemen  (efpecially  of  the  Whigs ,  who  were 
then  the  only  regnant  Party)  would  even  fell 
their  paternal  Eftates,  and  remit  the  Money  to 
the  -Emprefs-Queen. 

.  'The.  poor  Princes,  Eledors,  and  People, 
were  amaz’d  and  aftonifh’d  at  this  Condud  of 
the  Englifh •  it  appear’d  to  them  impenetrable, 
unfathomable,  and  paft  finding  out.  It  muft 
be  obferv’d  here  that  the  Germans  at  that  Time 
were  quite  unacquainted  with  the  internal  Po¬ 
licy  of  England.  Had  they  applied  to  the  Po¬ 
liticians  o i  Amjlerdam,  they  would  have  told 
them  prefently  how  and  by  what  Means  this 
Spirit  and  Difpofition  had  been  conjured  up, 
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and  what  Ends  and  Purpofes  it  was  intended:  t« 
anfvver. 

In  this  Situation  what  could  the  poor  Ger¬ 
mans  do  ?  They  made  a  fecond  and  a  very 
preffing  Application  to  the  Cardinal  de  Fleury. 
For  my  Part,  I  know  of  no  other  Man  upon 
Earth  they  could  apply  to.  This  Cardinal  had 
a  very  high  Opinion  of  Marfhal  Belleijle.  It’s 
true  he  Was  not  then  a  Marfhal,  only  Count 
Belleijle ;  but  the  Cardinal  foon  got  him  made 
and  declar’d  a  Marfhal  of  France.  The  Cardi¬ 
nal  clofetted  him  daily.  The  important  Points 
were  foon  agreed  oh ;  and  a  Plan  of  the  Ope¬ 
rations  was  publifli’d  and  handed  about  in  Ger¬ 
many,  viz.  Thirty  Thoufand  Foot  and  Twenty 
Thoufand  Horfe  were  to  be  incorporated  in 
one  Grand  Army,  and  were  ablolutely  to  pafs 
the  Rhine  by  the  Month  of  June,  and  march 
towards  the  Danube ;  another  mighty  Army 
was  to  enter  Germany,  and  to  a£t  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  PruJJian,  Saxon ,  and  Bavarian 
Forces  •,  and  another  feparate  and  diflmdl  Army 
of  Forty  Thoufand  Men,'  Commanded  by 
Belleijle  himfelf,  was  to  proceed  to  Hanover  di- 
redtly,  and  lay  waile  thofe  Dominions,  unlefs 
prevented  by  an  ablolute  and  fix’d  Neutrality 
by  His  Britannick  Majefty,  who  (if  I  am  not 
miftaken)  was  then  at  Hanover.  And  here  it’s 
Worth  Notice,  that  the  French  marched  no 
Troops  into  Germany  till  Six  or  Seven  Months 
after  the  Death  of  the  Emperor :  And  by  all 
the  Papers  and  Information  I  could  ever  come 
at,  it  appears  very  plain  that  the  French  never 
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intended  to  meddle  nor  make  in  this  Squabble 
in  Germany ,  if  the  violent  and  extraordinary 
Interpolation  of  England  had  not  made  luch  a 
Proceeding  neceflary. 

The  Entrance  o.f  thole  three  great  Armies 
raifed  the  Spirits  of  all  the  Germans.  •  The  Rea¬ 
sons  Marlhal  Belleifle  gave  at  his  Entrance  into 
Germany,  and.  the  Reafons  alfo  affigned  by  the 
German  Princes  and  Electors  for  foliciting  thofe 
mighty  Aids  from  France,  may  be  all  reduced 
to  three  fhort  diltind  Heads.  Firjl,  To  force 
and  compel  the  Englifh  to  enter  into  a  fix’d 
and  abfolute  Neutrality,  and  to  permit  the 
Grand  Diet  to  alienable  quietly  and  peaceably. 
Secondly ,  That  the  fundamental  Lavvs  and  Con¬ 
futations  of  the  Empire  Ihould  be  preferved 
and  maintained,  together  with  all  the  Rights, 
Privileges,  and  Immunities  of  all  the  refpedive 
Princes  and  Eledors,  ‘Thirdly,  To  prevent  the 
Queen  of  'Hungary  from  eftablifhing  an  abfolute 
and  delpotick  Rule  and  Government  in  the 
Empire.  Thefe  were  the  Reafpns  publickly  af- 
figned.  And  if  we  admit  them  to  be  true,  they 
appear  to  me  to  be  laudable  and  juft.  It’s  very 
probable  it  may  be  quite  inconfiltent  with  the 
Cardinal’s  general  Syfieni  of  Policy  to  permit 

the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  edablilh  an  abfolute 
Government . 

Nothing  now  was  to  be  feen  or  heard  but 
Fire  and  Sword,  Violence  and  Cruelty,  Mur¬ 
der  and  Bloodlhed,  in  all  Parts  and  Corners  of 
Germany,  However,  at  lad  with  great  Dan¬ 
ger  and  Difficulty  the  Grand  Diet  met;  and 
o  H  2  they 


r~ 

•<5o 

they  feem’d  to  me  to  have  proceeded  with 
great  Moderation  and  Equity.  They  treated 
the  Pragmatic  Sanction  in  the  Manner  I  have 
already  defcribed and  came  to  a  Resolution, 
that  neither  the  People  of  England  nor  France , 
nor  of  any  other  Nation  whatever,  had  or  ought 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Election  of 
their  Emperor.  Then  they  came  to  another 
Refolutioq,  that  the  only  Claimants  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Crown  were  Maria  Fere  fa,  the  Elded 
Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.,  and' 
Charles  Albert  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  that 
they  would  now  proceed-  tq  an  Election;  and 
that  fuch  Election  Should  be  made  agreeable  to, 
the  Golden  Bull,  and  to  all  the  fundamental 
Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  the  Empire.  And 
here  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  put  in  his  Claim, 
with  great  Modedy  and  Humility,  and  decla¬ 
red  that  their  Determination  ihould  be  final 
and  conclufive.  He  demanded  the  Succeflion 
to  tire  Imperial  Crown  in  Virtue  of  the  Will  of 
the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.,  Brother  to  CharlesY. 
By  this  Will  Ferdinand  had,  in  Default  of  Male 
iffue,  indicated  his  Elded  Daughter  the  Arch- 
Duchefs  Anne  Heirefs  of  his  Dominions.  This 
Princefs  was  married  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
and  from  her  the  then  Eledor  Charles  was  de- 
feended :  .  For  here  take  Notice,  there  were 
no  Males  left  of  the  Houfe  of  Anjlria.  The 
Friends  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  pleaded  very 
(Irongly  the  Rights  of  Blood,-  tedamentary 
Difpofitions,  Family  Compa&s,  the. Laws  of 
Germany,  and  the  Laws  of  Nations;;  and  on 
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the  14th  of  January ,  1742,  he  was  declared 
duly  elected,  and  obtain’d  the  Imperial,  Dia¬ 
dem.  His  P ruffian  Majefty  declares  he  'was 
deCfled  unanimoufly;  .But  I’  have  fe.en  that 
contradicted.  But  if  there  was  any  body  who 
mentioned  the  Queen  of  Hungary ,  it  was  in  a 
flight  and  obfcure  Manner. 

But,  prior  to  this  Election,  the  Duke  of  Ba¬ 
varia  had  made  a  compleat  Conquelt  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Bohemia ,  and  was  actually,  crown-' 
ed  King  of  Bohemia  zt.  Prague  with  .the  ufual 
Solemnities.  However,  notwithstanding  this 
apparent  Succefs,  he  at  this  Time  wrote  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  offer’d  to  reftore  and 
give  up  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia ,  and  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  Terms  whatever,  on  Condition  fhe 
would  content  to  reftore  Peace  to  the  Empire; 
and  prevent  further  Effufion  of  Blood.  'But 
he  might  as  well  have  wrote  to  Kouli  Kan . 

About  this  Time  the  Germans  began  to  be 
tired  with  this  War;  arid  their  Refentment  to 
the  People  of  England  ran  very  high,  from  a 
general  prevailing  Opinion  that  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  Obftinacy  and  Stiffnefs  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the 
Influence  of  England:  And  His  P ruffian  Maje- 
fly  appears  to  be  in  the  fame  Sentiments,  for  in 
his  lpng  Memorial  of  the  1  oth  of  Augujl,  1744, 
ftands  the  following  Words.  After  having  fluid 
a  good  deaf  relating  to  the  Mildnefs  and  Mo¬ 
deration  of  the  Emperor,  and  his  Defire  to 
prevent  any  further  Effufion  of  Blood,  he  con¬ 
cludes  :  “  The  Emperor  too  declar’d  at  the 
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“  ftme  Time,  that  for  the  fake  of  Peace  he 

V 

“  would  for  ever  renounce  all  Free  miens 
which  he  had  upon  the  Houle  or  Aiijir  la, 
upon  Condition  of  the  Reftitution”  of .  hla. 
own  hereditary  Dominions..  Theft  &ckr:- 
tageous  and  moll  moderate  Terms  wme  flat- ' 
ly  rejeded  by  the  Engliffi  Minidr,  ,  aj/ 
dent  Proof  that  the  Intention  of  Eng. 
was  not  to  redgre  Peace  to  the  Empire/ 
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In  another  Writing  His  P ruffian  Majedy  lays. 
The  People  of  England,  would  aot  be  con¬ 
tent  with  barely  fetting  up  a  Candidate;  no¬ 
thing  would  latisfy  them  but  pulling  down 
and  demolilhing  an  Emperor  and  a  King  af¬ 
ter  he  had  been  honedly  and  fairly  ele&ed.” 
And  the  better  to  reconcile  the  Minds  of  the 
People  in  England  tQ  the  pulling  down  and  de- 
molilhing  this  Emperor  and  this  King,  it  be¬ 
came  necelfary  for  the  Leaders  of  our  Whig 
Party  to  give  out,  that  no  Regard  at  all  was  to 
be  paid  to  what  the  Diet  of  the  Empire  had 
done,  for  that  they  were  all  under  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  France  and  French  Gold;  and  affected 
to  fpeak  of  them  in  as  diminutive  a  Manner  a.s 
they  could  have  done  of  the  mearied  and  molt 
venal  Aldermen  in  the  lead  and  mod  pitiful 
Borough  in  Cornwall , 

But  every  lendble  Alan  that  knows  any  thing 
of  the  World,  mud  likewife  know  that  the 
Grand  Diet  of  the  Empire  is  compos’d  of 
Great  Princes  and  Sovereigns,  Secular  and  Ec- 
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clefiaftical ;  and  when  united,  with  an  honeft 
Emperor  at  their  Head,  is  undoubtedly  the 
moft  auguft,  venerable,  and  refpedable  Aflem- 
bly  of  Men  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  fupe- 
rior.  to  all  others  in  Power  and  Dignity,  ia 
Wealth  and  Dominion.  French  Gold  nor  French 
Influence  could  be  of  no  Avail  here.  It  was 
impoflible  in  the  Nature  of  Things ;  for  whe¬ 
ther  we  take  the  Diet  as  a  Coliedive  Body,  or 
feparate  and  diftind  from  each  other,  they 
were  open  declar’d  Enemies  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  and  had  been  fo  from  firft  to  Jaft; 
they  hated  and  detefted  her  to  the  higheft  De- 
gree,  and,  on  the  contrary,  had  a  great  Efteem 
and  Veneration  for  the  oppofite  Candidate,  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria :  For,  prior  to  the  Eledion, 
it  was  refolved  and  agreed  in  the  Diet,  (  and  I 
think  unanimoufly)  that  the  internal  Peace 
and  Tranquility  of  the  Empire,  and  all  their 
Fundamental  Laws  and  Conftitutions,  would 
be  infinitely  more  fafe  and  fecure  in  the  Hands 
6f  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  than  in  thofe  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  The  Duke  of  Bavaria 
was  generally  efteem’d  as  a  Prince  of  a  moft 
amiable  and  worthy  Charader,  of  great  Tem¬ 
per  and  Moderation,  of  which,  during  the 
war,  he  gave  moft  evident  and  Convincing 
Proofs but,  to  ufe  His  ¥  ruffian  Majefty’s  own 

Words,  "  He  met  with  very  hard  and  moft 
cruel  Treatment.” 

The  whole  Truth  is  this  :  The  People  in 
Germany ,  at  this  Period  of  Time,  were  exadly 
ill  the  fame  Situation  in  all  Refpeds  as  the 
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People  in  England  were  prior  to  the  Revoluti¬ 
on  ;  and  let  us  fee  how  they  adted. , '  And  here- 
we  find  the  Whigs  and  Tories,  and  all  Parties,, 
agreed  that  they  would  lay  afide  ail  their  non- 
fenhear  and  ridiculous  Divifions  and  Squabbles,, 
arid,  would  enter  into  one  general  Refolution,- 
That.  they  would  pull  down  and  demolifh  the 
then  .  regnant  Family.  This  Refolrition  they 
foon. effected  at  a  trifling  Expence,  and  without, 
any  Violence  or  Bloodihed.  The  then  regnant. 
Prince 'was  forced  to  abdicate  the  Crown,  and. 
his  whole  Family  to  defert  the  Kingdom.  But 
this  did  not  fatisfy  the  People  of  England.  No, 
certainly :  They  went  to  making  of  Laws,  and 
cnadted,  That  if  this  King  Raines  II.  or  a>  An¬ 
gle  Soul  of  his, Family,  fhould  ever  attempt-  to 
return  here,  they  fhould  be  deem'd  guilty  of 
High  Treafon;  and  alfo  made  it  highly  crimi¬ 
nal  for -any  one  to  carry  on  the  lead;  Correfpon- . 
dcncc. with  them.  They  never  allow’d  them 
a  Angle.  Shilling  for  their  future  Subfile  nee,  - 
but  turn’d  them  loofe  into  the  World  as  itine- 
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rant  Beggars  and  Vagabonds. 

Tlje  Jdritijh  Nation  had  but  one  Angle  Rea-. 
Ion  to.  aflign  for  this  extraordinary  Coududt; . 
and  that  may  be  -  compriz’d  in  two  or  three . 
Lines.,  viz.  that  this  James  II.,  and  all  his  Pre* 
deceflors,  for  more  than  Fifty  Years,  had  been-' 
endeavouring  by  all  poflible  Means  -to  fubvert,  - 
to  demolifh,  and  pull  down,  all  the  funda¬ 
mental  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  this  Realm, 
apd  to  eflabli/h  .in  their  Stead  an  abfolute  and 
dcfpotic  Rule  and  Government.  •  *  j. 
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r  Now  the  Cafe  in  Germany  was  cxadtly  the 
fame.  The  Germans  all  tell  us  that  the  Auftri- 
an  Family,  for  a  Century  and  a  half,  and  more, 
have  conftantly  and  invariably  been  endeavou¬ 
ring  to  put  down  and  demolilh  all  their  funda¬ 
mental  Laws  and  Conftitutions,  and  to  deprive 
them  of  thofe  Privileges  and  Immunities  which 
they  had  held  and  maintain’d  Time  immemo- . 
rial.  Yea,  they  go  farther,  and  tell  us,  that 
formerly  the  Kingdoms  of  Bohemia  and  Hun¬ 
gary  were  elective,  and  the  People  were  in  ve¬ 
iled  with  many  facred  Rights  and  Liberties. 
But  this  tyrannical  Andrian  Family  went  on, 
Step  after  Step,  till  they  had  quite  Subverted  all 
their  Laws  and  Conftitutions,  and  reduced 
them  to  a  State  of  the  meaneft  and  moft  abjedt 
Slavery,  There  being  now  no  Male  Iffue  left, 
the  Germans  thought  this  a  favourable  Con¬ 
juncture  to  rid  their  Hands  of  them,  which 
they  pretend  they  fhould  moft  effectually  have 
done,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unhappy  Inter-, 
pofition  of  England. 

The  King  of  PruJJia^  in  one  of  his  Writings, 
ipeaking  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ,  fays  the 
defcended  from  a  Race  of  Tyrants ;  and  he 
might  have  faid,  with  equal  Truth  and  Juftice, 
from  a  Race  of  cruel  and  bloody  Perfecutors. 

The  Germans,  .never  intended  to  ban  iff  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  the  Empire,  or  to  deprive 
her  of  her  hereditary  Dominions ;  they  only 
wanted  to  deprive  her  of  the  Imperial  Diadem. 
And  had  that  been  done,  ffe  would  have  re¬ 
gain'd  a  refpeCtable  Princeft  of  the  Empire^ 

*  *  X  her 
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hei  own  Dominions  being  fo  very  confiderable 
and  extenfive. 

At  this  Time  it  was  a  prevailing  Notion  in 
Germany ,  among  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of 
People,  that  the  Diet  of  the  Empire  had  as 
much  Right  and  Claim  to  interpofe  in  the  Dif- 
pofition  of  the  Crown  of  England ,  as  a  Brifijh 
Parliament  had  to  that  of  the  Crown  of  Ger¬ 
many.  \  ■ 

I  have  otten  refleded  in  my  own  Mind,  that, 
after  this  King  'James  and  his  Family  had  de¬ 
fected  the  Kingdoms,  and  after  the  many  Laws 
that  were  made  to  prevent  their  Return,  ( I  will 
luppofe  that)  a  Grand  Ambafiador  had  arriv’d 
from  the  Imperial  Diet,  and  demanded  an  Au¬ 
dience  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  had  told 
them,  that  notwithftanding  they  had  expelled 
the  late  King  James  with  all  his  Family,  Root 
and  Branch,  yet  he  was  directed  by  the  Ger¬ 
man  Diet  to  inform  them,  that  they  had  made 
a  Pragmatic  Sandion  with  this  runaway  King, 
wherein  they  had  guarantied  the  Crown  and' 
Dignity  of  England  to  his  Son;  and  that  if  they 
would  not  inftantly  confirm  this  Pragmatic 
Sandion,  they  would  fend  over  Ten  Millions 
of  German  Crowns,  and  a  Hundred  Thoufand 
Men,  and  thereby  introduce  Murder  and  Blood- 
fhed,  Fire  and  Sword,  into  every  Corner-of 
the  Land. 

Oh  blefs  me !  —  With  what  Horror  and 
Indignation  would  the  then  Britifh  Parliament 
have  received  this  Meflage  !  I  am  inclined'  to 
think  they  would  even  have  been  induced  to 

have 
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have  violated  the  Laws  of  Nations,  and  mfhnt- 
ly  to  have  ordered  this  AmbalTador  to  have 
been  hung  up  at  ‘Tyburn.  For  at  that  Time 
JLngliJhmen  were  Englifhmen. 

I  would  not  be  underftood  as  if  I  intended 
any  Reflection  on  the  People  of  England  tor 
their  ConduCt  at  the  Revolution  :  No,  certain¬ 
ly,  very  far  from  it.  The  whole  and  every 
Part  of  their  Management,  at  this  folemn  and 
awful  Period,  was  quite  agreeable,  and  per¬ 
fectly  confident  with  all  the  Laws  of  Heaven 
and  Earth.  The  Public  Good,  the  Public  Safe¬ 
ty,  which  is  luperior  to  all  Laws,  made  fuch  a 
Procedure  abfolutely  and  indifpenfibly  neceflary. 

I  am  now  tired  with  the  laft  German  War, 
and  will  fay  no  more  about  it. —  I  could  men¬ 
tion  many  other  Interpofitions  of  England  on 
the  Continent  fince  the  Revolution,  that  you 
would  be  hard  put  to  it  to  reconcile  to  the 
Principles  of  common  Honefty  and  Juftice, 
I  do  not  mean  with  Juftice  to  ourfelves ;  but 
with  Juftice  to  thofe  Princes  on  the  Continent 
whofe  Laws  we  have  invaded,  and  carried  into 
their  Dominions  Devaftation  and  War.  I  take 
it  to  be  a  Point  abfolutely  agreed  and  determi¬ 
ned  by  all  the  Civilians  in  Europe ,  that  no  Peo¬ 
ple  or  Nation  upon  Earth  have  a  Right,  nor 
ought  ever,  to  attempt  to  enter  into  the  Domi¬ 
nions  of  any  other  Prince  in  a  hoftile  Manner, 
without  being  able  to  reconcile  fuch  a  ConduCt 
to  the  Principles  of  natural  Equity  and  Juftice, 
Yea,  they  go  farther,  and  fay  it  ought  not  to 
be  done  upon  Proofs,  Pretences,  or  Reafons,  of 
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a  doubtful  or  dubious  Nature.  The  Reafons 

af  i gn  d  rnuft  be  obvious,  plain,  and  iatisfadto— 

*y  ^  Woild.  ■  Vide  Grotius  and  Puficu- 
dorff  in  fifty  Places. 

Sometimes  our  People  have  been  fent  over 
on  the  C  ontinent  a  fighting,  under  a  mere 
vyhimfical  Pretence  of  maintaining  the  Balance 
of  Power  in  Germany .  But  fhould  this  Fight* 
lng  Trade  ever  bring  us  Twenty  Millions  m<5rc 
m  Debt,  it  would  be  of  little  Confequence  to 
us  who  had  the  BalJance  of  Power  in  Europe , 
Afm,  Africa,  ox  America.  At  other  Times  we 
have  been  told  with  great  Serioufnefs  and  So¬ 
lemnity,  that  we  muft  fet  up  a  Fighting  for 
the  good  Old  Proteftant  Caufe,-  and  for  the 
greater  Spread  and  Propagation  of  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  Intereft  on  the  Continent.  But  this,  Sir, 
is  really  a  Doctrine  the  moft  wicked  and  de- 
teftable,  and  fhould  never  be  infus’d  into  the 
Minds  of  the  Pesople. 

The  Spanijh  Hiftorians  tell  us  that  foon  after 
the  Difcovery  of  the  New  World  in  America 
they  fent  out  very  great  Armaments.  The  ge* 
neral  Pretence  was,  that  they  were  only  in¬ 
tended  to  propagate  the  Chriftian  Religion  a- 
mongft  the  Indians.  But  this  was  a  wicked 
I  -U  ce,  a  hoi  rid  Delufton  and  Impofition  upon 
the  People  in  Spain:  For  other  of  their  Hifto- 
liatio  l ell  us,  that  the  then  Spanijh  M i n i ft ry  had 
receiv’d  a  very  circumftantial  and  particular  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Alines  of  Mexico  and  Peru ,  and 
alfo  of  that  inexhauftible  Fund  of  Silver  in  the 
famous  Mines  of  Potoji.  It  is  this  that  Was  the 
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only  Motive  and  real  inducement  to  thole  Ex-  • 
neaitions  5  that  of  Religion  was  intended  as  a 
mere  Pretence,  to  delude  the  People,  and  make 
them  the  more  ealily  provide  thole  vad  Sums 
of  Money  thefe  mighty  Armaments  required. 
And  they  Went  on  this  Way  of  propagating  the 
Golpel  fill  they  actually  kill’d  and  murder’d 
14  Or  15000000  of  fober,  honed:,  and  inno¬ 
cent  People.  I  Will  grant  that  this  is  a  Doc¬ 
trine  openly  profefs’d  arid  pra&is’d  by  Maho¬ 
metans  and  Papids :  But  forbid  it,  O  Hea¬ 
ven  !  Oh  Heaven  forbid  it !  that  ever  the  Pro- 
tedant  Religion  fhould  receive  any  the  lead 
additional  Spread  in  any  Part  or  Corner  of  the 
habitable  World  by  fuch  impious  and  hellilh 
Methods  as  that  of  Fire  and  Sword,  Murder 
and  Bloodlhed. —  When  any  Nation  nowa¬ 
days  will  engage  in  a  War  to  propagate  their 
Religion,  depend  upon  it  ’tis  only  a  mere  ridi¬ 
culous  Pretence,  there  is  fomething  elle  at  the 


Bottom. 


In  the  lad  German  War  the  French  took  up 
the  Protedant  Caufe,  and  openly  enter’d  into 
a  firm  Alliance  with  His  F ruffian  Majedy,  tho* 
they  knew  he  was  the  grand  Support  and  De¬ 
fender  of  the  Protedants  in  Germany.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  Three  Great  French  Armies 
the  King  of  Fruffia  could  never  have  made  fo 
eafy  a  Conqued  of  Silefia.  And  at  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Treaty  in  1748,  at  Aix  laChapelle,  the  French 
readily  and  chearfully  guarantied  to  the  King 
of  Pruffia  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia,,  and  the 
Principality  of  Glatz  in  Bohemia ;  though  they 
•  very 
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very  well  knew  that  every  Acceffion  of  Power, 
or  Extent  of  Territory,  to  His  Frujjian  JVlaje- 
dy;  would  greatly  promote  and  increafe  the 
Protedant  Religion. 

It  now  became  the  Turn  of  England  to  de¬ 
clare  openly  on  the  Side  of  Popery.  We  all 
knew  that  this  famous  Queen  was  not  only  a 
Papiit,  but  a  mod:  violent  and  bigotted-  one, 
and  that  the  defcended  from  a  Race  of  cruel 
and  bloody  Perfecutors,  and  that  ihe  herfelf 
was  actually  employ’d  in  perfecuting  her  Pro- 
tedant  Subjects  in  Hungary  at  the  Time  we 
firft  declared  for  her ;  we  alio  very  well  knew 
that  every  Acceffion  of  Power,  or  Extent  of 
Territory,  would  greatly  add  and  promote  the 
Popifh  Religion,  and  confequently  weaken  and 
reduce  that  of  the  Protedant.  I  only  mention 
this  fingle  Indance  to  convince  you,  that  any 
Attempts  to  fpread  Religion  by  fighting  is  a 
Farce,  and  a  ridiculous  Pretence. 

The  Germans  all  tell  us,  that  when  England 
will  interfere  in  their  Affairs,  it  is  of  little  Cdn- 
fequcnce  whether  they  declare  on  the  Side  of 
Popery,  or  for  the  Protedant  Caufe.  Let  them 
take  what  Part  they  pleafe,  the  French  will 
throw  all  their  Weight  and  Influence  into  the 
oppofite  Scale,  This  they  ever  have  done,  and 
will  ever  continue  to  do,  of  which  we  had  a 
convincing  Proof  in  the  lad  German  War.  Ail 
Europe  law  England  declare  openly  on  the  Side 
of  Popery,  and  endeavoured  by  all  poffible 
Means  to  render  it  more  confiderable  and  exten- 
five :  And,  on  the  contrary,  it  became  the 

Turja 
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Turn  of  France  to  declare  as  openly  for  the 
Proteftant  Caufe. 

I  can’t  quit  the  SubjeCt  of  Continental  Wars 
without  taking  Notice  of  the  prefent  German 
War.  And  here  we  again  fee  this  famous  Wo- 
man  the  Aggreflor,  in  open  Defiance  of  the 
molt  folemn  Treaties  and  Engagements  draw* 
ing  her  Sword,  and  again  involving  her  Coun¬ 
try  in  all  the  Calamities  of  War,  the  only  Source 
and  Foundation  of  which  is  about  this  con¬ 
founded-  Province  of  Silefia.  Before  the  late 
Entrance  of  His  PruJJian  Majefty  into  Saxony  he 
gave  the  Emprefs  Queen  the  moll  folemn  and 
repeated  Affurances  that  he  would  inftantly  lay 
afide  all  hoftile  Preparations,  on  Condition  fhe 
would  only  promife  not  to  attack  his  Domini¬ 
ons  during  that  or  the  enfuing  Y ear.  But  even 
this  Satisfaction  fhe  again  and  again  refufed,’ 
and  confequently  mull  be  deemed  the  Aggref- 
fbr.  This  Province  of  Silefia  fhe  had  mofl  fo- 
lemnly  ceded  and  given  up  to  His  PruJJian 
Majefty  at  three  different  Times,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned  j  Firfi,  by  the  Treaty  of 
BreJJau  j  afterwards  at  Drefden ;  and  again  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle  in  OBober  1748.  The  firfb 
Violation  of  thofe  T reaties  was  in  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  %  laying  a  Duty  of  3  o  per  Cent,  on  alJt 
the  Manufactures  and  Fabricks  of  Silefia.  And 
the  Reafons  fhe  afligned  for  this  mofl  notorious 
Breach  of  thefe  T reaties  were,  that  His  P ruffi¬ 
an  Majefty  had  made  a  mofl  amazing  Addition 
to  the  Fabricks  of  Silejia,  and  thereby  drew  vaft 
pf  Money  put  of  lie.r  Dominions  into  hi? 
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own ;  which  ilie  was  determined  to  prevent. 
The  Inhabitants  of  Silefia  have  been  always 
deem’d  a  People  of  great  Integrity  and  Induftry, 
having  their  Heads  and  Hands  naturally  turn'd 
and  adapted  to  Manufactures  both  of  Woollens 
and  Linnens :  And  His  P ruffian  Majefty  has 
not  only  encreafed  their  Manufactures,  but  alfo 
the  Number  of  their  Inhabitants  to  a  molt  fur- 
prizing  Degree, 

Put  now.  Sir,  pray  tell  me  of  what  Confe- 
quence  it  is_  to  the  People  of  England ,  Scotland , 
or  Ireland,  how  or  in  what  Manner  the  Fate  of 
this  Place  is  determined  ?  If  we  were  to  aCt 
from  a  Principle  of  Intered,  and  that  only,  it 
would  certainly  be  more  for  our  Intereft  to.  have 
it  in  the  Queen  of  Hungary’s  Hands  than  in  His 
Pruffan  Majefty’s.  Should  it  even  revert  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ,  as  foon  as  the  gets  out  of 
the  prelent  W ar  die  would  begin  a  Perfecution 
there  (as  by  all  Accounts  there  is  a  valt  Num- 
her  of  Prote Hants  fettled  there  fmCe  the  Year 
1743,  when  it  firft  came  into  the  King  of 
P ruff  as  Hands)}  and  by  this  Perfecution  the 
People  would  naturally  remove  and  defert  the 
Country, '  and  by  thofe  Means  their  Fab  ricks, 
would  gradually  decline:  Whereas  if  it  remains 
in  His  Pruffan  Majeffy’s  Hands,  he  will  fore-* 
ver  go  on  inereafirig  their  Inhabitants,  their 
Manufactures,  and  Fabricks,  not  only  in  Slle- 
jiax  but  in  every  Corner  of  his  Dominions. 
The  Woollen  Fabricks  have  in  a  peculiar  Man¬ 
ner  engaged  the  Attention  of  His.  P'ruffm  Mav- 
jelly  for  a  great  Number  of  Years ;  and  the 

more  - 
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more  thcfe  Patricks  increafe  ill  Germany ,  the 
more  they  mull  leffen  and  decreafe  in  England »* 
And  coniequently  it  is  for  the  real  Intercfl  of 
this  Nation  that  His  Prujjian  Majefty  lhould 
not  receive  any  additional  Territory.  I  am 
confident  the  French  King,  nor  any  of  his  Mir 
niflers,  have  a  greater  Averfion  to  the  Manu¬ 
factures  of  England  than  the  King  of  Prujjia 
has.  I  do  not  mention  this  as  any  Reflection* 
Far  from  it.  It  is  owing  to  the  Superiority  of 
his  Underftanding.  And  if  you  or  I  could  be 
made  Kings  of  Prujjia,  and  fhould  happen  to 
turn  out  honeft  Men,  and  love  our  Country, 
we  fhould  purfue  exactly  the  fame  Syftem. 

I  could  eafily  mention  to  you  a  hundred  An¬ 
gle  Points  of  infinitely  more  Confequence  to 
us  than  any  thing  that  now  pafles  in  Germany  : 
Firjl,  The  Reduction  of  our  Grand  National 
Debt.  Secondly ,  The  making  a  thorough 
Change  and  Alteration  in  our  Army  and  Na¬ 
vy  ;  and  totally  to  abolith  and  annihilate  thole 
Methods  of  difpofing  and  bellowing  the  Pre¬ 
ferments  which  has  been  permitted  and  allow¬ 
ed  in  our  Army  and  Navy  for  thefe  Twenty- 
Years 'pall.  And  unlefs  this  is  done,  you’ll 
get  nobody  to  fight  your  Battles  for  you,  either 
by  Sea  or  Land.  And  when  this  is  done  you’ll 
be  no  more  plagued  with  Court  -  Martials, 
which  renders  this  Nation  contemptible  in  all 
the  Courts  of  Europe.  Thirdly,  The  giving 
our  Trade  and  Navigation  much  greater  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Security  than  has  been  done  cither 
in  this  or  the  laft  War.  Fourthly,  To  endea- 
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vour  really  and  in  good  Earned  (not  {lightly 
and  Superficially)  to  preferve  and  fecure  our A- 
merican  Colonies  by  all  poffible  Means  and  Me¬ 
thods  that  can  be  devifed.  This  is  one  main 
Source  &c  Foundation  from  whence  the  Wealth, 

the  Power,  and  Dignity  of  this  Nation  mud 
arife. 

I  could  eafily  mention  Ninety-fix  Points  more 
to  m  up  tne  Hundred  i  But  let  me  beg  you 
to  think  calmly  on  thefe  four,  and  only  for  "ten 
Minutes ;  and  then  this  mighty  Affair  of  Silejici 
,  (as  far  as  it  relates  to  England)  will  in  your 
Imagination  dwindle  into  nothing,  and  appear 
as  a  low,  mean,  paltry  Thing,  not  worthy' 
your  Notice  or  ObferVation. 

I  am  confident  I  fhall  never  more  put  Pen 
to  Paper  about  Continental  Affairs,  and  there - 
jcne  Will  now  fimfh  it,  or  at  leaft.  offer  every 
tiling  that  at  prefent  occurs  to  me  on  this  Sub- 
jcc  t.  1  am  fenfible  there  are  two  grand  Ob¬ 
jections  to  be  made  to  every  thing  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  advanced  on  this  Subjeft.  Thofe  Ob¬ 
jections  I  will  now  fairly  date,  and  leave  it  to 
your  Confideration  if  I  fully  refute  them  or  not. 
Tiie  hr  ft  Objpdtion  is,  That  we  are  bound  by 
ivu;  uonged  Pies  ot  Duty  and  Gratitude  to 
one  oi"  t]ie  bed  and  mod  honed  Princes  in 
the  World,  to  fecure  and  preferve  his  German 
Dominions,  cod  what  it  will.  Secondly,  That 
if  we  don’t  continue  fighting  in  Germany ,  either 
on  one  Side  or  other,  they  won’t  trade  with  us : 
and  as  we  are  a  Trading  Nation,  and  mud 
iubfid  by  Trade  only,  this  becomes  a  Point  of 
importance.  As 
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As  to  the  fii'ft  Objection,  I  will  grant  it  has 
and  ought  ever  to  have  a  great  Weight  in  our 
Britifh  Councils.  But  the  Thing  in  Difpute 
has  ever  been  how  and  by  what  Means  it  can 
be  beft  effected  ?  To  which  I  reply,  That  the 
Safety  and  Security  of  thefe  Dominions  will  in 
a  great  Meafure  depend  on  our  own  Wifdom. 
and  Prudence.  The  more  we  interfere  in  Con¬ 
tinental  Affairs,  the  more  we  add  to  the  Ha¬ 


zard  and  Danger  of  thefe  Dominions  ;  and  the 
lefs  we  have  to  do  on  the  Continent,  the  more 
we  add  to  their  real  Safety  and  Security.  This 
Method  will  remain  firm  always,  and  un¬ 
changeably  the  fame ;  whereas  all  other  At¬ 
tempts  ever  has  and  ever  will  continue  ineffec¬ 
tual  and  unfuccefsful. 


As  to  the  fecond  Objection,  it  is  fb  ridiculous 
as  hardly  to  merit  any  Reply.  The  People  in 
Germany  won’t  trade  one  jot  the  more  with  us 
for  our  fighting  there,  let  us  take  what  Side 
we  will,  but  rather  the  lefs  for  it.  The  In- 
creafe  or  Decreaie  of  our  Trade  in  Germany,  or 
ellewhere,  will  always  arife  from  Motives  of  a 
c  uite  different  Nature.  Let  us  in  England  en¬ 
deavour  to  leflen  and  reduce  tome  of  our  .mo ft 
grievous  and  enormous  Taxes,  of  which  om' 
Labourers  are  forced  to  pay  infinitely  more 
than  their  real  and  juft  Proportion  :  Let  us  en¬ 
deavour  alfo,  by  every  pofiible  Means,  to  en¬ 
courage  and  promote  a  Spirit  of  univerfal  Tem¬ 
perance,  Induftry,  and  Frugality,  among  our 
Labouring  People.  This  being  once  effected, 
we  man  t  want  Trade  cither  in  Germany  or 
clfewhere.  K  2  Betides, 
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Befides,  with  regard  to  His  Majeily’s  German 
Dominions,  it  ought  always  to  be  remember’d 
that  in  the  very  Aft  of  Settlement,  wherein  the 
Crown  of  thefe  Realms  is  molt  happily  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  prefent  Regnant  Family,  {bands  the 
following  Words:  "  And  that  in  cafe  the 
“  Crown  and  Imperial  Diadem  of  this  Realm 
“  diould  hereafter  come  to  any  Perfon  not  be- 
“  ing  a  Native  of  England,  this  Nation  be 
“  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any  War  for  the 
“  Defence  of  anv  Dominions  or  Territories 

J 

which  do  not  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
^  land \  without  the  Confent  of  Parliament.” 

Thefe  W ords  did  not  creep  in  inadvertently, 
or  unobferved.  No,  certainly  they  were  the 
Refult  of  feveral  very  folemn  and  awful  De¬ 
bates  ;  and  it  was  pnblickly  and  openly  decla-^ 
red  that  this  very  Cfaufe  was  intended  to  pre¬ 
vent  our  engaging  in  Continental  Wars,  which 
they  then  deem'd  to  be  a  ruinous  and  deftruo 
tive  Meafure,  and  alfo  that  it  would  ever  re¬ 
main  repugnant  to  the  real  Intereft  of  Britain 
to  engage  in  a  War  on  the  Continent,  even 
though  it  fhould  be  for  the  Defence  of  any 
Country  or  State  (which  cquld  have  no  natu->- 
ral  Connection  with  this  Ifland),  notxyithftand- 
ing  in  fome  future  Period  it  may  happen  to  be 
govern'd  by  one  and  the  lame  Perfon. 

Thele  Were  tine  calm  and  deliberate  Senti¬ 
ments  of  our  Anceftors  at  the  Revolution,  and 

t  *  x  . 

which  they  were  neither  afraid  nor  afham’d  to 
declare  before  the  whole  World.  This  Aft, 
with  fome  others  palled  at  the  fame  Time, 

wer? 
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were  then  juftly  deem’d  and  call’d  the  Grand' 

Barrier  to  our  Religion,  Rights,  and  Liberties. 
I  hope  in  God  no  future  Minifter  will  ever  be 
fo  daring  and  infolent  as  to  attempt  to  break 
down  and  demolifh  any  of  thole  Laws,  either 
wholly  or  in  Part,  If  he  does,  he  may  proba¬ 
bly  bring  us  into  the  fame  State  of  Confufion 
and  Diforder  as  made  the  then  Revolution  ab~ 
folutely  necelfajy, 

Notwithftanding  the  very  extraordinary  and 
mod  expenfive  Interpolations  We  have  made  on 
the  Continent  fince  the  Revolution,  I  believe 
I  may  venture  to  advance  the  following  Pro* 
pofition,  viz.  That  there  never  was  a  Period 
of  Time  wherein  the  People  of  England,  or  the 
Britijh  Nation,  were  more  hated,  defpis’d,  and 
detefted  by  the  Majority  of  the  Princes,  Elec¬ 
tors,  by  the  Nobility  gnd  Gentry,  by  the  grand 
Mafs  and  Body  of  the  People  in  Germany ,  than 
they  are  at  this  Jundlure,  and  have  been  fo 
fince  the  Commencement  of  the  lad  German 
War. 

During  the  lad  War  it  was  a  common  Say¬ 
ing  in  Germany  that  all  or  the  far  greater  Part 
of  the  Bloodshed  and  Cruelty  there  committed 
ought  to  be  lain  to  the  Door  of  England  ;  and 
they  attempt  to  prove  it  in  the  following  Man¬ 
ner:  They  fay  the  firfi;  Donation  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  receiv’d  from  England  was  Five 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  Money  ; 
and  that  as  foon  as  this  Supply  had  been  voted 
by  the  Britijh  Parliament,  it  was  remitted  with 
more  and  greater  Difpatch  than  is  ufual  in  fuch 

Cafes, 
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Cafes,  and  that  at  the  particular  Time  fhe  re¬ 
ceiv’d  this  Money  fhe  was  reduced  to  the  low¬ 
ed  Degree  of  Poverty  and  Didrefs,  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  her  Forces  were  very  tew,  quite  incon- 
bderable,  not  capable  of  appearing  in  the  open 
Field,  and  that  they  were  in  fo  fhatcer’d  and 
(batter'd  a  Condition  as  obliged  them  to  lie 
concealed  in  Woods  and  Foreds ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  feafonable  Reception  of  this, 
Money  (lie  could  not  have  held  out  a  Month 
longer,  but  mult  have  fubmitted  all  her  Pre¬ 
tentions  to  the  Equity  and  Judice  of  the  Ger~ 
man  Diet. 

I  will  grant  Five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
may  appear  a  trifling  Sum  to  a  Britijh  Minister : 
But  the  Germans  reprefent  it  as  an  amazing 
great  Sum.  And  no  fooner  was  it  fcatter’d  in 
Hungary ,  Aujlria ,  and  Bohemia,  but  it  enabled 
the  Emprefs-Queen  to  raife  three  great  and 
powerful  Armies,  which  introduced  a  frelh 
Scene  of  Bloodllied  and  Cruelty  in  mod  Parts 
of  Germany. 

Voltaire ,  in  one  of  his  Tradts,  (peaking  of 
the  extraordinary  and  furpriling  Attachment  of 
the  People  of  England  to  this  famous  Woman, 
fays,  even  the  Ladies  of  England  took  up  the 
Cudgels  alfo  “  for  that  the  Britijh  Ladies  en- 

ter’d  into  a  voluntary  Subfcription,  and  ac- 
“  tually  remitted  large  Sums  to  the  Queen  of 
“  Hungary .” 

I  have  a  good  Opinion  of  the  Judice  and 
Veracity  of  Voltaire  in  general.  But  in  this 
Point  he  is  mqft  egregioully  milfaken,  it  being 

a  mow 
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a  moft  notorious  Falfhood,  and  without  the 
leaft  Shadow  of  Truth  or  Reality,  and  for 
which  Voltaire  has  juftly  drawn  upon  himfelf 
the  united  Anger  and  Refentment  of  fo  judici¬ 
ous  and  reipe&able  a  Body  as  the  Britijh  Ladies 
have  ever  been  allow’d  and  efteem’d  to  be. 

It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  this  Scribble  of 
mine  ffiould  ever  foil  into  the  Hands  of  Mr. 
Voltaire.  If  it  fhould,  I  beg  Leave  to  inform 
him,  that  if  he  will  take  a  tour  to  England ’ 
our  Britijh  Ladies  will  tell  him  to  his  Face 
that  what  he  has  advanced  is  a  folfe  and  invi- 
duous  Reflection ;  and  would  folemnly  affirm, 
that  they  never  did,  nor  never  will,  take  it  in 
their  Heads  to  leflen  and  reduce  the  circula¬ 
ting  Caffi  of  this  Kingdom,  by  remitting  it  to 
China,  Germany ,  or  elfewhere,  in  order  to  fet. 
up  or  pull  down  Kings  or  Emperors.  Yea,  Sir, 
they  would  go  farther,  and  tell  you.  That  at 
this  Period  of  Time  wherein  you  advanced  this 
Afperfion  we  were  engaged  in  a  War  with 
France  and  Spain,  the  two  moft  powerful  Na¬ 
tions  in  Europe ,  and  that  our  Fabricks  and  Ma- 
nufaCtuies  weie  in  a  very  declining  Condition,’ 
infomuch  that  thoufands-  and  ten  thoufands  of 
oui  poor,  honeft,  and  induftrious  Labourers 
Were  almoft  half  ftarved  for  want  of  Work 
and  confequently  were  real  Objeds  of  National 
Charity.  All  which  our  Ladies  Would  tell  you 
to  your  Face,  and  convince  you  of  the  Falfity 
and  Improbability  of  your  After  tion,  and  alia 
^hat  if  you  will  ad  with  Juftice  and  Veracity 
(which  is  the  moft  eflential  Charad  ' 
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Tliftorfarr),  you  ought  publickly  to  afk  their 
Pardon,  if  ever  you  publifh  apy.  farther  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  Conduit  of  England.  I  would 
pot  be  underlfood  here  to  imagine  that  Mr, 
Voltaire  invented  this  malicious  Reflection :  No, 
by  no  Means :  He  mull  have  been  impofed  on 
by  falfe  Information,  which  the  molt  critical 
Searchers  ot  the  Truth  are  frequently  liable  to. 

I  have  hitherto  taken  no  Notice  of  fome 
Treaties  now  fulfilling  between  us  and  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  wherein  fhe  is  obliged  to 
give  fome  confiderable  Aids  and  Succours  in 
cafe  we  are  attacked  by  France.  Thole  Trea¬ 
ties  I  have  never  feen,  nor  don’t  know  when 
or  by  whom  they  were  made.  But  that  there 
are  fuch  Treaties  I  am  confident  of.  But  if  a- 
ny  body  ever  laid  any  Strefs  on  them,  they 
mud  be  very  great  Strangers  to  the  real  Cha¬ 
racter  of  this  Woman.  I  have  already  menti¬ 
oned  that  as  far  back  as  the  Year  1742,  when 
His  Prujjian  Majefty  had  ccmpleatly  conquer’d 
Bilefia,  fome  Overtures  of  a  Treaty  was  made 
him  by  the  Court  of  Vienna-,  to  which  he  o- 
penly  replied,  that  he  had  fo  little  Confidence 
in  the  Honour  and  Veracity  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  that  he  would  enter  into  no  Treaty 
with  her,  unlefs  die  could  prevail  on  her  po¬ 
tent  Ally  His  Britannick  Majefly  to  become  a 
Guarantee  for  her,  and  not  only  as  Eleilor  of 
Hanover,  but  alfo  as  King  of  England.  Thus 
you  fee  the  Opinion  this  Great  Man  had  of  this 
Cmprefi  ••  Queen  a?  far  back  as.  the  Year  1742, 
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Our  late  Lord  Bolinbroke  was  certainly  a 
Gentleman  of  much  Reading  and  great  Pene¬ 
tration.  He  tells  us,  in  one  of  his  Traits,  that 
fince  the  RefurreCtion  of  Letters  in  Europe  the 
Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  Leaders  of  the  different 
Parties  of  Men  in  all  Nations  have  loft  a  great 
deal  of  their  former  W eight  and  Influence ;  and 
that  their  Power  Sc  Dominion  will  every-where 
fink  and  decline  in  Proportion  as  Knowledge 
and  Learning  advances  in  any  Kingdoms.  And 
it  is  from  this  fort  of  reafoning  that  I  told  you 
in  the  Beginning  of  this  Letter  that  our  People 
will  not  be  bought  and  fold  as  they  have  for¬ 
merly  been. 

I  don’t  believe  any  future  Minifter  in  Eng¬ 
land  will  ever  arrive  to  that  Plenitude  of  Power 
as  to  make  our  People  believe  that  it  is  for  their 
real  Intereft  and  Benefit  to  facrifice  the  Lives 
of  their  Soldiery,  and  to  lavifli  away  their  Mo¬ 
ney  by  Millions,  in  fetting  up  or  pulling  down 

Kings  or  Emperors  in  China ,  Perfia ,  Turk v,  or 
Germany. 

Having  now  quite  finifh’d  with  Germany ,  I 
muff  folicite  your  Attention  while  we  juft  ftep 
into  France ,  and  fee  how  and  on  what  Terms 
we  ftand  with  that  great  and  powerful  Nation. 

During  the  laft  French  War  that  Nation  fpoke 
and  wrote  of  England  in  a  very  honourable  and 
refpectable  Manner.  By  the  French  Nation  I 
here  mean  their  Nobility,  Gentry,  their  Mer¬ 
chants,  Traders,  and  Manufacturers,  the  grand 
IVTcifs  and  Body  of  their  People  5  that  is,  every 
body  except  the, French  King  and  his  Minifters. 
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Ail  thole  hi  fie  rent  Ranks  of  People  Were  Eite- 
iliies  to  that  W ar,  and  pretended  their  Court 
enter’d  into  it  merely  from  a  Spirit  of  Vanitv 
and  Wantonnefs,  and  contrary  .to  all  the  Rules 
of  National  Prudence  and  Policy.  They  af¬ 
firm  it  was  for  their  Interelt  to  remain  neuter 
and  quiet,  and  to  have  let  England  and  Spain 
have  fought  their  Battles  alone,  and  without 
any  Interpofition  of  theirs.  This  was  the  then 
general  and  prevailing  Opinion.  The  French 
Government  found  themfelves  under  a  Necef- 
lity  to  lay  fome  new  anif  additional  Taxes  on 
the  People  for  the  Support  of  this  War  :  All 
,  Taxes .  were  paid  very  grudgingly  and 
Unwillingly  in  the  great  and  opulent  City  of 
Lyons ;  the  People  rofe  up  in  Arms,  and  de- ' 
dared  openly  they  would  not  pay  thofe  new1 
Taxes.  The  Court  was  afraid  to  proceed  too 
fir,  and  the  Payment  was  adually  fulpended 
rbr  many  Months :  However,  it  was  paid  at 
laid,  but  under  fome  mitigating  Circumltances. 

At  prefent  we  Hand  on  very  different  Terms' 
with  this  Nation.  There  is  hardly  a  Noble¬ 
man,  a  Gentleman,  a  Merchant,  Trader,  or 
Manufacturer  to  be  found  in  all  France,  but 
would  now  lit  down  calmly  and  deliberately, 
and  facrifice  one  half  of  his  Fortune  if  he  could 
thereby  halten  the  Ruin  and  Dellrudion  of 
England.  "  . 

Our  ruining  filch  a  Multitude  of  their  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  their  numerous  Dependants,  by  ta¬ 
king  Inch  a  Number  of  their  Ships  without  a- 
ny  Declaration  of  War,  or  any  previous  Notice 
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of  any  Kind  whatever,  is  an  Ad  which  they 
call  tyrannical  and  unwarrantable,  and  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  Municipal  Laws  of  Nations.  This  is 
a  Notion  the  French  have  all  got  in  their  Heads ; 
and  I  defy  all  the  People  upon  Earth  to  beat  it 
out  again;  They  fay,  if  England  had  attack’d 
the  French  King  s  Ships  only,  it  might  have 
had  fofne  Appearance  of  Equity  and  Julfice ; 
But  the  attacking  their  Mercantile  and  Tra¬ 
ding  Ships  prior  to  any  Declaration  of  War,  or 
any  previous  Notice,  can  never  be  jqdify’d. 
However,  let  the  French  fay  what  they  will,  it 
is  my  real  Sentiment  that  this  our  Procedure  is 
dridly  legal,  probably  you  11  fay  it  is  not  only 
legal  but  equitable.  '  But,  Sir,  this  is  not  the 
Point:  The  only  Quedion  is,  If  fuch  a  Pro¬ 
cedure  was  confident  with  that  Prudence  and 
Policy  which  ought  always  to  prefide  in  our 
National  Councils.  For,  the  Moment  this  Point 
was  determin  d  on,  it  mud  naturally  occur  to 
eveiy  fingle  ooul  that  it  would  inevitably  draw 
upon  us  the  united  Vengeance  and  Refentment 
of  this  great  and  powerful  Nation.  And  here 
I  will  draw  one  fingle  Proportion,  as  I  have 
.done  from  our  Tranfadions  in  Germany ,  viz. 
that  there  never  was  any  Period  of  Time 
wherein  the  Entijh  Nation  was  fo  hated,  de- 
fpifed,  and  deteded  by  the  French, ,  as  they 
now  are,  and  have  been  fince  the  Commence-, 
ment  of  the  prefent  Hodilities. 

Let  us  now  look  into  Holland,  and  fee  on 
whatTerms  we  dand  with  our  honed  Friends 
the  Dutch,  and  what  Opinion  they  now  do 
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and  have  for  thefe  ten  or  fifteen  Years  pall:,  en¬ 
tertained  of  us  :  And  here  I  will  produce  one 
Inftance,  which  has  often  lain  heavy  upon  my 
Mind.  As  far  back  as  the  Year  1742,  (when 
we  were  a  fighting  furioufly  in  Germany  for  the 
Queen  oi Hungary)  I  find  certain  Britijh  Lords 
were  fent  on  an  Embafly  to  Holland.  The 
chief  Bufinefs  was  to  engage  the  Hatch  to  enter 
niore  openly  and  heartily  into  the  Meafures  of 
our  then  Miniftry.  The  States  General  recei¬ 
ved  their  Memorial  with  a  fort  of  filent  Con¬ 
tempt  and  Indignation.  However,  at  laft  they 
condefcended  to  order  their  Grand  Penfionary 
to  give  it  a  proper  Reply.  I  have  never  feen 
the  Memorial ;  but  by  the  Old  Dutchman’s  Alt¬ 
er  (which  is  now  before  me)  one  may  give  a 
good  Guefs  at  the  Nature  and  Import  of  it. 
After  a  very  polite  Introduction,  he  informs 
Their  Lordfhips,  that  he  would  reduce  their 
Memorial  under  three  different  and  diftindt 
Heads,  and  reply  to  each  in  their  proper  Order. 

The  firft  Head  of  Accufation,  or  Charge,  a- 
gainft  their  Government,  was.  That  they  were 
under  the  immediate  Influence  of  France  ami 
French  Gold.  Secondly,  The  natural  and  con-’ 
current  Fear  and  Dread  of  a  Stadtholder  ; 
which  is  imputed  to  them  as  a  moft  heinous 
Crime,  Thirdly,  The  Dread  of  being  drip¬ 
ped  of  Power,  or  rather  the  Luft  of  P ower,  is 
another  Charge  advanced  againft  the  Minifters 
of  their  Republick. 

This  Grand  Penfionary  now  enters  into  a 
long  Chain  of  Arguments,  all  tending  to  prove 
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that  the  firfi:  and  fecond  Charges,  advanced  a- 
gainft  them  are  all  falfe  and  ridiculous ;  and 
concludes  in  the  following  Words :  “  Not- 
“  withftanding  .thofe  Notions  have  been  in- 
“  duftrioufly  whifper’d  about  again  ll  the  Mini-* 

“  fters  of  this  Republick;  yea,  great  Pains  and 
“  refin’d  Addrefs  have  been  taken  to  infpire  our 
«  People  on  this  Head  with  Sentiments  inju- 
«  nous  to  tbe  Honour  and  Probity  of  thofe  in 
“  the  Adminiftration  of  our  Affairs.  But  I 
“  hope  I  have  now  made  it  evident  to  all  the 
“  World,  that  no  French  Gold,  nor  Dread  of 
(<  Stadtholder,  has  ever  had  any  the  leaft  In- 
“  fluence  on  our  Conduct,  by  not  chiming  in 
«  with  the  Views  of  a  neighbouring  Miniftry.  ’ 
He  now  advances  to  the  third  Charge,  'Their 
Fondnejs  of  Power,  and  their  great  Fear  of  being 
f  ripped  of  it ;  and  after  offering  a  great  many 
things,  he  concludes  this  Head  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Words :  “  They  little  know  how  great- 
“  ly  the  Toil  of  Office  in  this  Country  exceeds 
«  the  Emoluments  that  accrue  from  it,  who 
tc  arraign  the  F)utch  Minifters  of  Unfaith  fill— 
«  nefs  to  their  Country,  in  order  to  continue 
«  in  their  Power.  We  have  here  no  immenfe 
f c  Revenues  to  count  over  a  Gridiron,  every 
11  Town  in  each  Province  having  its  own  di- 
“  ftind  Receivers,  and  the  Revenues  of  each 
“  apply ’d  under  their  own  particular  Infpedlion.^ 
“  Forbid  it,  O  Heaven !  that  the  Servants  of 
?*  the  State  fliould  be  the  Betrayers  of  it.” 

Having  thus  fairly  knock’d  down  the  three 
grand  Charges  advanced  againft  the  States  Ge- 
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neral  by  the  then  £yy///7,  Minidry,  he  pro- 
tee  s  to  make  Remarks  and  Oblervations  on 
the  Conduct  of  our  Minidry  for  fome  Years 
palt  and  reprefents  them  on  all  Occafions  as 
purfuing  one  Angle  Tradt  or  Chain  of  Policy  * 
the  whole  and  every  Part  of  which  he  makes 
to  be  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the  Honour,  the 
Trade,  the  real  Good  and  Welfare  of  this  Na- 
ti°n.  It  is  too  long  for  me  to  tranfcribe;  and 
ome  of  his  Reflections  are  fo  fevere  and  cut¬ 
ting,  that  I  am  almofc  afham’d  to  relate  them : 
However,  I  will  give  you  fuch  Scraps  of  it  as 
are  the  mod;  mild  and  gentle,  and  in  his  own 
v  ^^"01  d.i,  as  they  ftand  in  the  Englijh  T ran- 
flation.  He  talks  a  good  s  deal  of  our  Condudt 
m  the  lad  Spanijh  War,  and  concludes  in  the 
'  following:  •“  If  Britain,  who  prides 

“  herfelf  in  being  Miftrefs  of  the  Ocean,  makes 
fo  mile;  able  a  hand  of  a  \Yar  on  her  fa-  * 
com  rite  Element,  what  a  fcurvy  Figure  mutt 
die  make  in  a  foreign  Land  War  againd  the 
mod  powerful  Nation  in  the  World  ?  But, 
u  my  Lords,  are  you  in  Earned  when  you  tell 
“  us  France  is  reduced  ?  What  are  her  Debts  ? 

“  I  will  anfwer  for  it  they  do  not  amount  to 
one  fourth  Part  of  what  Britain  now  owes. 

“  What  ure  her  Taxes?  Not  one  Half  of 
what  is  now  paid  in  England..  The  Trade 
of  France  is  vifibly  increas’d,  that  of  England 
is  abfolutely  decreas’d.  The  Gafconade  of 
pulling  down  France,  and  this  Eagernefs  tq 
pi  els  the  Republick  into  an  offenfive  Alh- 
,c  ance  againd  that  Crown,  may  ferve  thePur- 
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u  pofes  of  a  Britijh  Miniftry;  their  Meafures 
“  want  fuch  Props :  But,  my  Lords;  the  Ser- 
u  vants  of  this  Republick  want  ho  fuch  Aids. 
“  They  have  no  Views,  no  Intereft,  feparate 
€c  from  that  of  their  Country.  They  ferve  her 
u  to  the  bed:  of  their  Skill,  and  to  the  utmofl* 
of  their  Power.  They  have  not,  nor  ever 
will,  put  their  Country  to  an  immenfe  or 
“  any  Expence,  in  order  to  fhare  the  Spoil, 
or  delude  their  Countrymen.  The  Dutch 
“  Miniders  are  not  fuch  a  frenchijied  Crew  as 
u  to  declare  againd  France ,  and  at  the  fame 
Lime  to  have  no  Intent  to  fight  or  hurt  her; 
u  and  that  we  have  talk’d  of  doing  this  only, 
without  any  real  Intent,  and  only  for  the 
fake  of  railing  immenfe  Sums  on  the  People 
“  for  the  fake  of  domedic  Blunder.”  This  Old 
Dutchman  was  certainly  a  free-ipoken  Man. 
This  was  a  home  Pufh  to  Their  Lordfhips. 
.Under  another  Head  Hands  the  following 
Words  :  iC  That  our  Wars  in  England  by  Sea 
and  Land  have  been  fb  illy  conducted,  that 
“  they  can’t  fafely  ally  with  us  againd  any  E- 
<c  nemy.  That  though  our  Minidry  has  been 
changed,  there  has  been  no  Change  in  our 
“  Meafures.  That  our  Meafures  have  been 
“  fuch  that  they  leave  a  Contempt  and  Indio'- 
“  nJty  on  the  Britijh  Nation  in  all  the  Courts 
.  of  Europe.  That  our  Commerce  has  decay- 
“  while  that  of  France  has  increas’d.  That 
in  England  we  grow  poorer  and  poorer,  in 
iC  France  they  grow  richer  and  richer.  And 
that  the  Meafures  we  purfue  are  deftrudtive 
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,:t  to  our  Honour  and  Intereft.”  In  another 
Part  he  barefacedy  a  Herts  “  We  cannot  avoid 
“  feeing  what  all  the  World  fees,  that  Britain. 
4<  has  neither  S — n — rs  to  direct  her  Councils, 
tc  nor  Generals  to  fight  her  Battles,  except 
<c  Your  Lordihips  :  And  w'e  likewife  fee  the 
cc  Decreafe  of  her  T rade,  the  W eight  of  her 
tc  Taxes,  her  Luxury,  and  her  Debts,  which 
<c  might  have  been  paid  before  now :  And  we 
“  mult  be  infatuated  not  to  perceive  that  Hie 
t(  is  infinitely  in  a  worfe  Plight  at  this  Time 
t£  than  when  we  enter’d  into  an  Offenfive  Al-< 
“  liance  with  Queen  Anne.” 

■  In  another  Place  he  fays,  “  What  Nation  in 
<c  Europe  can  reckon  on  Britain' s  fupporting  a 
tc  War  againft  France  with  the  necefiary  Vi- 
<c  gour,  while  Ihe  groans  under  the  Weight  of 
“  more  than  Fifty  Millions  of  Debts.” 

In  another  Place  he  fays,  <c  Your  former 
tc  Minifier  became  univerfally  hated,  and  more 
“  for  his  cringing  Subferviency  to  the  Houfe  of 
“  Bourbon  than  even  for  his  Corruption,  and 
*c  Profufion  of  the  Public  Money :  And  we 
tc  perceive  your  new  Minifters  implicitely  bow- 
<c  ing  •  to  every  Defire  of  the  Court  for  requi- 
tc  ring  Power,  but  Hill  covering  themfelves 
tc  under  the  Shelter  of  fuccouring  the  Queen 
l<  of  Hungary,  and  difixefiing  France.  And 
5C  there  is  Reafon  to  believe  your  late  Buftle 
,tc  and  Outcries  arc  calculated  to  fome  certain 
*c  domeftic  Purppfes.  We  defire  to  be  excufed 
fc  from  having  any  Hand  in  countenancing 
<c  Minifterial  Collufion,” 
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■  I  am  fired  with  this  Speech,  and  will  pro¬ 
ceed  no  farther  in  it,  though  what  I  have 
tranfcribed  is  not  above  a  tenth  Part  of  it.  It’s 
all  in  the  fame  Strain  and  Stile,  and,  I  fear,  too 
much  T ruth  in  it.  .  Thus  you  fee  the  calm 
and  deliberate  Sentiments  of  the  States  General 
as  far  back  as  the  Year  1742,  when  this  Speech 
was  deliver’d  to  certain  Englijh  Lords. 

■  Are  we  now  in  fb  good  Condition  as  at  that 
Time  ?  Infinitely  worfe.  I  repeat  it  again, 
(though  I  fpeak  it  with  an  aching  Heart,  and 
write  it  with  a  trembling  Hand )  infinitely 
worfe :  And  in  the  Manner  we  carry  on  the 
prefent  W ar  France  can  hold  out  long  enough 
to  ruin  three  or  four  fuch  Kingdoms  as  ours, 
confidering  our  prefent  Debts  and  Incumbran¬ 
ces,  deftitute  of  any  one  Friend  or  Ally:  And 
notwithfcanding  we  have  continued  that  ro¬ 
mantic  Trade  of  fighting  for  other  Folks  fo 
long,  yet  not  a  Man  in  Europe  is  to  be  found 
that  will  draw  the  Trigger  of  a  Angle  Mufket 
for  our  Safety  and  Defence.  It  is  no  Time 
now  to  conceal  Things,  as  all  the  World 
knows  we  are  incapable  of  treating  with  any 
Court  in  Europe  with  the  leaft  Degree  of  Weight 
or  Dignity  ;  and  nothing  can  fave  us  .but  a  tho¬ 
rough  Change  and  Alteration  in  our  whole 
Syftem  both  of  foreign  and  domeflic  Policy. 

The  Manner  in  which  we  carry  on  the  pre¬ 
fent  War  with  France  is  efteemed  difhonoura- 
ble  to  the  laft .  Degree  by  half  the  People  in 
England,—*  I  believe  you  will  allow  Voltaire 
to  be  a  good  J  udge  of  the  prefent  political  Sy- 
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ftem  of  Government  in  moft:  of  the  European 
Nations.  He  is  certainly  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Labour  and  Study,  and  has  made  it  the  foie 
Bufinefs  of  his  Life.  He  tells  us,  “  That 
*'  within  Fifty  Years  pail  the  Syftem  of  Go- 
“  vernment  in  moft  Nations  is  in  a  great  Mea- 
“  fare  alter’d  and  chang’d;  and  that  during 
“  th  is  Trad:  their  Trade,  Manufactures,  and 
<c  Navigation,  have  increas'd  to  a  moft  lurpri- 

V  fing  and  aftonifhing  Degree;  and  that  hence- 
cc  forward  vail  and  great  Land  Armies  won't 
tf  be  deem’d  fo  juft  and  neceffary  as  they  have 
4  4  formerly  been  ;  and  that  as  the  Cafe  now 

V  ftands,  whatever  Power  can  maintain  a  Su~ 
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perjority  at  Sea,  will,  according  to  the  natu- 
“  ral  Courfe  and  Refult  of  Things,  foon  gain 
“  a  Superiority  on  Land.”  •  . 

If  we  w’ould  make  War  with  France ,  we 
fhouid  do  it  honeftly  and  fairly,  and  attack  her 
by  Sea,  and  by  Sea  only;  and  here  we  ftiould 
acquire  Strength,  Honour,  and  Glory ;  we 
ftiould  compleatly  ruin  her  Navigation,  which 
is  in  our  Power  eafily  to  do,  and  thereby  flop 
her  Trade  at  once,  which  is  the  .only  Source 
and  Foundation  from  whence  all  her  Finances 
mu  ft  a  1  he.  In  France  they  have  no  Mines  of 
Silver  Or  Gold;  every  additional  Degree  of 
Wealth  mu  ft  be  acquir’d  by  Trade,  and  by  that 
only  ;  and  by  flopping  her  Trade  fhe  would  be 
totally  ftiipp’d  of  all  Refources,  and  we  fhouid 
out  the  very  Roots,  and  ftiut  up  that  only 
Channel  from  whence  all  her  Wealth  and 
Power  muft  come,  And  this  may  eafily  be 
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done  at  a  trifling  Expence.  And  here  I  cxpecft 
to  be  told  what  mighty  Feats  we  have  done 
this  and  the  laft  War,  and  that  we  have  obli¬ 
ged  them  to  pay  Fifty  per  Cent.  Infurance  on  all 
their  Goods  and  Merchandize  to  and  from  the 
Weil -Indies.  But  this  does  not  diftrefs  the  French 
Nation,  and  particularly  the  Mercantile  Part, 
half  fo  much  as  is  generally  imagined.  For¬ 
merly  it  was  fuppofed  the  French  re-exported 
One-third  of  all  their.  Imports  from  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies ;  but  now  it  is  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  that  their  Importations  are  fo  amazingly 
increas’d,  that  more  than  One  half  is  re-expor¬ 
ted.  If  a  Merchant  at  Rourdeaux,  or  cl  fe where,  ' 
imports  any  Articles  from  the  Weft-Indies  during 
the  War,  he  is  fure  to  find  a  prefent  and  im¬ 
mediate  Sale,  and  at  an  advantageous  Price ; 
one  half  he  re-exports,  and,  by  Means  o i Dutch 
Bottoms,  with  the  utmoft  Degree  o.f  Safety  ; 
and  the  other  is  fold  for  home  Confumption, 
and  at  confiderable  Profit ;  for  on  ail  Articles 
of  Commerce,  when  any  additional  Duty  or 
Incumbrance  is  laid  on  it,  in  what  Kind  or 
Snape  foever,  the  laft  Buyer  and  Confumer  > 
muft  pay  it  in  the  Price  ;  it  is  not  to  be  fuppo¬ 
fed  the  Merchant  will  lofe  it  out  of  his  Pocket. 
Whoever  will  fit  down  calmly,  and  confider 
the  vaft  Extent  of  the  French  Nation,  the  vari¬ 
ous  Connections  and  Dependences  between  one 
Part  of:  the  Kingdom  and  the  other,  muft  be 
fenfible  that  their  Coafting  Trade  is  of  the  ut- 
moft  Importance.  The  Brandy,  Wine,  Sugars, 
Cotton,  Indigo,  Coffee,  &c.  &c<  confirm'd  at 
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Parts,  Roar,  and  all  along  that  noble  River  the 
Seine  for  Fifty  Miles  inland  on  each  Side,  and 
alio  all  their  Eaji-India  Goods,  malt  be  brought 
Coaftways  from  other  Forts  in  France ,  and  be 
landed  at  the  fingle  Port  of  Havre  -  cle  -  Grace, 
and  lent  up  the  River  to  Roan  and  Paris.  The 
Quantities  of  the  above  Articles  confum’d  in 
this  Part  of  France  is  amazing,  and  exceeds  all 
Belief.  Yet  all  this  is  brought  up  openly  from 
other  French  Ports  to  Havre  in  Dutch  Vefiels,  at 
an  eafy  F reight,  and  under  the  lame  Infurance 
as  in  Times  of  Peace. 

Since  the  Commencement  of  the  prefent 
War  many  of  our  Privateers  have  taken  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  thofc  Dutch  Ships,  bound 
from  Nantz ,  Bourdeaux ,  and  many  other  Ports, 
to  Havre -de-Grace.  The  Captains  of  our  Priva¬ 
teers  prefuming  they  were  good  Prizes  brought 
them  in ;  and  by  all  the  Bills  of  Loading,  and 
other  Documents  on  board,  it  appear’d  that 
their  Cargoes  were  really  and  truly  French  Pro¬ 
perty,  the  Dutch  Captains  affirming  they  had 
not  the  lead  Interell  in  thofe  Cargoes,  and  had 
only  Twenty  or  Thirty  Shillings  a  Ton  Freight, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Length  of  the  Voyage. 
Many  Suits  have  been  begun  in  our  High  Court 
of  Admiralty  to  obtain  the  Condemnation  of 
thofe'Cargoes,  fairly  proving  the  Property  to 
be  French.  They  made  no  Demand  on  the 
Ship,  but  on  the  Cargo  only;  at  the  fame  Time 
offering  to  pay  the  Dutch  Captain  the  fame 
Freight  as  if  he  had  carried  the  Cargo  to  the  . 
Place  it  was  frit  intended.  Thefe  Claims  were 
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all  fet  adde,  and  the  Claimants  condemn’d  to 
pay  heavy  Cods,  and  to  give  the  Dutch  Cap¬ 
tains  a  handiome  Sum  of  Money  (fix'd  by  our  ‘ 
Admiralty-Court)  by  way  of  Demurrage  >  and 
of  this  I  could  mention  many  particular  Inftan- 
ces.  On  this.  Sub  jeff,  I  don’t  write  from  com¬ 
mon  Report,  or  H ear-lay,  but  from  my  own  1 
Knowledge,  having  for  my  own  private  Amufe-  ■ 
merit  been  at  the  Pains  to  have  down  Copies  of 
then  Proceedings  and  Determinations  in  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  thofe  Cafes.  I  would  not  be  under- 
dood  here  as  if  I  intended  any  Refle&ion  on  our 
Court  of  Admiralty,  or  on  that  Honourable 
Gentleman  who  fo  worthily  prelides  there. 
No;  far  from  it.  It’s  impoffible  they  can  adl 
ctherwile  as  long  as  the  Two  Marine  Treaties 
between  us  and  Holland  (which  I  have  already 
mention  d)  are  permitted  to  ex  id. 

I  believe  few  Men  ever  underdood  the  Dutch 
Syftem  or  Policy  better  than  Sir  William  Temple ; 
and  he  lived  fo  much  with  them  that  he  had 
really  a  particular  Fondnefs  and  Edeem  for 
their  Repubiick.  However,  he  is  forced  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  Dutch  have  always  duped  us 
greatly  in  their  Marine  Treaties;  and  he  a  (Tig  ns 
a  Reaibn  for  it,  and  fays,  “  On  the  Part  of 
“•  Holland  thofe  Treaties  are  made  by  Mer- 
“  chants  and  Traders  themfelves;'  or,  if  not, 
“  they  mud  be  made  by  Men  who  are  deeply 
“  concern'd  and  interefled  in  the  Trade  and 
“  Mercantile  Affairs  of  others ;  whereas  on  the 
£c  Part  of  England  thofe  Treaties  are  made  by 
Cc  Great  Men  and  Courtiers,  who  have  not  the 
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CC/'  lead  Knowledge  in  Mercantile  Affair*,  or  of 
thofe  Advantages  that  will  naturally  arife  to 
“  every  Kingdom  from  a  free  and  extended 
“  Navigation.”  ■ 

.  It  is  certainly  a  great  Defed  in  our  National  ' 
Wifdom  and  Policy  to  differ  the  Dutch y  in  fo 
open  and  harefaced  a  Manner,  to  add  to  the 
Strength,  the  Power,  the  Wealth,  the  Safety, 
and  Security  of  our  mod  inveterate  Enemies, 
as  they  have  this  and  the  preceding  War.  No 
Nation  upon  Earth,  in  their  right  Senfes,  would 
carry  on  a  W ar  on  fo  unequal  a  Footing.  Pro¬ 
bably,  Sir,  you’ll  here  reply,  that  you’ll  fend  a 
long  and  learned  Memorial  to  the  Dutch,  and 
defire  them  to  give  up  thofe  particular  Marine 
Treaties.  But  this  would  be  only  ariiufing 
yourfelf  and  the  Publick  ;  for  furely  you  muff 
know  that  all  the  Memorials  we  have  fent  the 
Dutch  for  theie  Ten  or  Fifteen  Years  pad  have 
been  treated  with  the  utmod  Inlolence  and 
Contempt ;  of  which  I  have  given  you  one  fla¬ 
grant  Indance,  and  could  give  you  many  more 
were  it  neceffary.  It  has  for  a  long  Time  been 
a  general  and  prevailing  Opinion  in  Holland 
that  let  them  treat  us  how  they  pleafe  we  mud 
Submit,  not  being:in  a  Condition  to  fhew  any  • 
the  lead  Refentment.  This  mod  grievous  Ca¬ 
lamity  we  labour  under  may  be  eafily  and  in- 
dantly  prevented,  if  you  would  write  a  fingle 
I.etter  of  fix  Lines  only  to  the  prefent  Grand 
Penfionary,  defiring  him  to  communicate  to 
Their  High  Mightinefles  that , our  Court  of  Ad- 
njiralty  has  Orders  to  pay  not  the  lead  Regard 
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to  any  of  the  Marine  Treaties  now  fubfifting 
between  them  and  us ;  and  that  all  French 
Commodities  in  their  Ships,  whether  bound  . 
Coaft-ways  or  Foreign,  appearing  to  be  really  , 
and  truly  French  Property,  ffiall  be  condemn’d 
as  a  juft  and  legal  Prize ;  and  that  their  Ships 
ihall  be  diipatch’d  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  re¬ 
ceive  the  fame  Freight  as  if  the.  Cargoes  had 
been  deliver’d  at  the  Ports  they  were  at  firft  in¬ 
tended  for.  I  cannot  for  my  Life  conceive 
what  this  Republick  has  done  for  us  to  merit 
fuch  an  Excefs  of  Indulgence,  efpecially  in  fuch 
Points  as  have  an  open  Tendency  to  protect 
and  inrich  our  Enemies,  and  ruin  ourfelves. 

Within  fix  or  feven  Days  after  your  Letter 
had  got  to  Holland  the  Contents  would  be  known 
at  Pert  /’  Orient,  Roche/le,  Nantz,  Bourdeaux, 
and  all  their  great  Trading  Towns  j  and  within 
the  Space  of  Forty-eight  Hours  after  theirCom- 
modities,  as  Sugar,  Indigo,  Coffee,  Cotton,  in 
fhort,  all  the  Merchandize  imported  from  the 
Eaji  and  Weji  Indies,  together  with  their  Wines, 
Brandy,  and  other  Produce  of  their  Lands, 
would  fink  in  Value  at  once  full  Forty  per  Cent. 
at  leaft.  This  would  not  be  all  neither ;  they 
would  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  vend  their 
Commodities  at  any  Rate,  as  the  Charge  in 
tranfporting  them  would  be  fo  prodigioufly  en¬ 
hanced. 

From  the  different  Ports  in  the  Bay  of  Bij~ 
cay  to  Havre -de- Grace  (if  my  Information  is 
right)  they  now  pay  about  Thirty  Shillings  a 
Ton  Freight,  or  a  Trifle  more,  and  about  Two 
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•or  Two  and  half  per  Lent.  Infurance.  Within 
twenty  Days  after  your  Letter  was  wrote  they 
muff  pay  Five  or  Six:  Pounds  a  Ton  Freight, 
and  at  lead:  Thirty  per  Cent.  Infurance.  In  the 
Summer  Seafon  I  dare  fay  drey  would  he  for* 
ccd  to  pay  Forty  or  Fifty  per  Cent.  Infurance. 
For  this  Letter  of  yours  would  give  new  Life 
and  Vigour  to  the  Spirit  of  Privateering  all  over 
the  Kingdom,  and  more  efpeciaily  in  ourlilands 
of  Guernfey  and  yer/ey,  who  alone  would  go  a 
good  way  to  ruin  their  Goading  Trade,  if  car¬ 
ried  on  in  French  Bottoms,  as  it  mud  now  be 
done.  I  only  mention  here  the  fingle  Port  of 
Havre ■  de-Grace ,  that  being  the  only  Avenue  to 
the  grand  Cities  of  Paris  and  Roan,  and  all 
that  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  where  the  Confume 
of  Wine,  Brandy,  and  all  Sorts  of  Eafi ■  and 
V/eji  India  Goods  is  and  will  continue  to  be  a- 
mazingly  great.  Between  Dunkirk  and  UJhant 
there  is  a  vad  Number  of  great  and  populous 
Towns,  all  along  the  Sea  Coad  of -Britanny  and 
Normandy ,  that  mud  have  thofe  fame  Com¬ 
modities  ;  all  which  mud  be  convey’d  to  them 
in  French  Bottoms  in  twenty  or  thirty  Days  af¬ 
ter  your  Letter  is  fent  away.  Their  Goading 
T rade  being  thus  carried  on  in  French  Bottoms; 
it  would  necedarily  give  Employment  to  a  great 
Number  of  French  Sailors,  and  confequently 
there  would  be  lefs  to  enter  on  board  their 
Men  of  War  and  Privateers,  which  would  be 
another  National  Advantage. 

The  Eudern  Part  of  France  is  fuppos’d  to  be 
the  riched  and  mod  agreeable  by  far.  •  The 

Purity 


.... 


[  97  ] 

Purity  of  the  Air,  and  the  natural  Fertility  of 
the  Soil,  renders  it  a- mod  delightful  Situation. 
It  abounds  with  many  great  and  opulent  Cities 
and  Towns,  inhabited  by  their  Nobility,  Gen¬ 
try,  and  a  Multitude  of  Merchants,  Traders, 
and  Manufacturers.  This  Part  of  the  Kingdom 
fublifts  chiefly  on  the  Funky  Trade,  which  they 
have  now  brought  to  a  prodigious  Extent,  and 
from  which  a  vaft  Ballance  annually  reverts  to 
the  Nation.  The  Furkijh  Empire  is  not  a  little 
narrow  Spot  of  Land,  but  of  a  vaft  Extent,  and 
extremely  populous,  that  by  the  French  Ac¬ 
counts  of  it  ’tis  capable  of  being  annually  in¬ 
creas’d,  and  render’d  more  and  more  confide- 
rablc,  even  for  Hal i  a  Century  or  a  Century 
to  come.  All  this  Trade  is  carried  on  at  the 
Angle  Port  of  Marfeilles ,  and  can’t  well  be  done 
at  any  other.  Belides,  at  Marfeilles  there  is  a 
vaft  Trade  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Their  annual 
Exports,  and  Imports  from  thence,  amounts  to 
an  incredible  Sum.  I  have  been  allured  by  fe- 
veral  very  intelligent  Seafaring  Men,  that  it’s  an 
extremely  ealy  Matter  to  fhut  up  this  Port  en¬ 
tirely,  by  a  proper  Number  of  Men  of  War  to 
be  always  cruizing  off  this  Harbour ;  and  that 
it  may  be  done  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  not  to  fuf- 
fer  a  Angle  Ship  to  go  in  or  out.  Could  this 
be  effected,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  this  Part 
of  the  Kingdom  to  exift  above  two  Y ears ;  they 
muff  unavoidably  fall  into  the  utmoft  Confuii- 
ons  and  Convulsions.  Could  this  be  effected, 
you  would  foon  hear  of  a  general  and  univerfal 
Cry  fet  up  in  France ,  the  Sound  of  which  would 
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reach  from  Dunkirk  even  to  Mar Jnlles,  Fht 
Britons  are  at  lajl  await'd,  their  Lion  is  rous'd ; 
the  Englifh  Bull-Dogs  are  unchain'd  and  let  loof'e , 
and  we  mu  ft  Jubmit  or  be  all  undone!  Thus,  Sir,  the 
Propolition  I  have  already  mention’d  will  hand 
him  and  u nf] taken,  viz r.  that  France  may  as 
well  pretend  to  live  without  Food  or  Air,  as  to 
bear  up  under  a  War  of  three  Years,  provided 
the  lame  be  honeflly  and  fairly  conducted. 

I  am  very  lenftble  you  will  advance  a  power¬ 
ful  Objection  again  ft  fending  fuch  a  Letter  to 
Holland  as  I  have  hinted  at,  and  will  reply, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  this  World  the  Dutch 
have  fo  facred  a  Regard  for  as'their  Navigation; 
and  that  if  we  proceed  in  fo  peremptory  a  Man¬ 
ner,  they  would  inftantly  declare  War  with  us  ; 
and  that  we  have  enough  upon  our  Hands  al¬ 
ready,  and  could  not  engage  both  Nations  at 
once. 

I  believe  the  Dutch  would  be  a  little  out¬ 
rageous  ;  they  would  blufter,  and  hedtor,  and 
talk  big ;  but  they  would  not  come  to  an  open 
Rupture  with  us,  and  for  which  I  could  offer 
fuch  Reafcns  as  would  appear  to  be  juft  and 
conclufive ;  but  they  are  too  long  to  mention 
here.  Let  us  put  Things  to  the  worft,  and 
fuppofe  they  did  actually  declare  War  with  us : 
It  is  eafy  to  demonftrate  it  would  be  more  for 
the  Honour,  the  Dignity,  and  real  Intereft  of 
this  Nation  to  engage  with  both  thefe  two  Pow¬ 
ers  at  once,  than  to  continue  the  War  with 
France  alone  on  the  prefent  unequal  Footing. 
And  by  engaging  both  at  once  we  jfliould  di- 
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ftrefs  the  French  Nation  more  in  one  Month 
than  we  do  now  in  fix,  or  perhaps  in  ten.  Our 
Caufe  and  Proceeding  here  would  be  JiriBly  e~ 
quitable  and  jujl,  and,  confequently ,  we  may 
fafely  repofe  our  Fruft  and  Co?ifidence  in  God. 
There  is  even  yet  a  real  and  inherent  Strength 
in  this  Nation  to  fight  both  at  Sea,  and  to  come 
off  victorious,  if  carefully  conducted.  I  fiiall 
urge  this  Matter  no  further. 

I  am  forry  to  my  Heart  to  fay  it  ( but  I  fear 
it  is  a  real  Truth)  that  no  Nation  in  Europe  has 
been  fo  unhappy  in  making  Wars,  or  fo  unhap¬ 
py  in  conducting  them ;  and  that  we  have  been 
the  moft  unhappy  of  all  in  finishing  and  con¬ 
cluding  them. 

The  only  Source  and  Foundation  of  the  late 
War  with  Spain  was,  that  we  would  not  fub- 
mit  to  a  moft  fhameful  and  injurious  Right 
which  they  pretended  to  have,  of  bringing  to 
and  rumaging  our  Ships  on  the  High  Seas. 
This,  I  fay,  was  the  Foundation  of  the  War. 
When  the  Peace  was  fettled  at  Aix-la-Chapclle 
\nOBober  1748,  it  does  not  appear  that  ever  this 
important  Point  came  under  Confederation  at  all, 
or  that  the  National  Commiffaries  or  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  took  any  the  leaft  Notice  of  it ;  but 
left  it  in  the  fame  State  of  Doubt  and  Uncer¬ 
tainty  as  before.  And  there  is  at  this  Moment 
dll  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  believe  we  lhall 
have  another  Squabble  with  Spain  within  thefe 
feven  Years  on  the  very  fame  Score.  Is  not  this 
a  loofe  W ay  of  doing  Bufinefs  ? 
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In  the  laft  French  War  our  brave  JShew-Fng-* 
landmen ,  at  the  Hazard  of  their  Lives,  and  at  a 
great  Expence  out  of  their  own  Pockets,  took 
Cape-Brcton ;  — -  and  we  gave  it  up  to  the  French 
again .  It  then  engag’d  my  Attention  a  good 
deal  to  find  out  what  Confideration  was  given 
lor  this  very  important  Place  ;  and  to  this  Mo¬ 
ment  I  can’t  difeover  we  had  ever  a  fingle  Half- 
Crown  for  it ;  and  that  it  was  given  up  folely 
to  procure  the  Reftitution  of  a  few  ragged 
Towns  and  Fortrefles  for  this  famous  Queen 
cf  Hungary.  O  my  Country  !  O  my  Country  ! 

1  could  fit  down  and  write  a  Volume  to  con¬ 
vince  you  of  the  vaft  Importance  of  this  Place, 
It  would  inftantly  have  increas’d  our  Trade  and 
Navigation  in  a  moft  furprifing  Manner ;  it 
would  have  open’d  a  little  New  World  to  us. 
But  this  is  not  all ;  it  would  really  have  ferved 
as  an  eternal  Barrier  and  Security  to  the  great- 
ell  Part  of  owe  American  Colonies. 

I  have  always  been  accuftom’d  to  look  on  the 
Reign  of  Charles  II.  as  a  weak,  wicked,  and 
profligate  Reign.  This  Prince  and  his  Court 
did  not  trouble  themfelves  much  about  Nation¬ 
al  Affairs  :  Their  main  and  chief  Bufinefs  was 
Whoring,  Gaming,  Vice,  Pleafure,  Drunken- 
nefsK  and  the  moft  open  Debauchery ;  and  by 
their  Influence  and  Example  thofe  Practices 
made  a  pretty  general  Spread  in  the  Kingdom. 

However,  notwithflanding  all  this,  I  have 
been  often-times  amaz’d  and  confounded  on 
examining  the  Tranfadions  of  our  Parliament 
in  this  Prince’s  Reign.  There  was  certainly  a 

great 
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great  Number  of  honeft  Men  amongft  them ; 
Men  that  lov’d  their  Country,  and  underftood 
and  fupported  the  Commercial  In  ter  ell  of  this 
Kingdom  in  a  furprizing  Manner,  of  which  I 
could  give  you  a  Variety  of  Inftances,  but  will 
mention  only  one.  In  the  12th  Year  of  this 
Reign  it  was  communicated  to  the  Parliament, 
that  the  French,  and  our  modeil  Friends  the 
Dutch ,  carried  on  a  fort  of  an  interloping  Trade 
to  our  American  Colonies,  very  much  to  the 
Difadvantage  of  this  Nation.  This  Inlormation 
was  receiv’d  by  the  then  Parliament  with  the 
utmoft  Degree  of  Indignation  and  Refcntment, 
and  they  came  to  the  following  Refolution : 

“  That  our  American  Colonies  were  the  grand 
**  Bulwark  of  the  Englijh  Commerce ;  and  that 
“  Great -Britain  had  now  two  grand  Objects  in 
“  View,  one  the  Increafe  of  our  Naval  Power, 
“  which  was  the  neceffary  Confequence  of  this 

Trade;  the  other,  That  now  jt  became  ab- 
“  folutely  neceffary  that  we  fhould  appropriate. 
“  and  fecure  to  ourfelves  all  the  Advantages 
“  and  Emoluments  ariting  from  this  Trade  to 
“  our  Colonies,  it  being  the  main  Source  of 
**  our  Wealth  and  Power.” 

This  Parliament  never  fent  one  Embaffador 
or  Memorial  either  to  France  or  Holland,  but 
inftantly  made  a  Law,  a  fmall  Part  of  which  I 
will  here  tranferibe :  “  It  is  hereby  enadted, 
<c  That  no  Goods  fhall  be  imported  into,  or 
“  exported  out  of,  any  Territories  belonging  to 
“  the  King  in  Afia,  Africa ,  ox  America,  in  any 
“  other  Veffel  than  fuch  only  as  belong  to  the 

“  People 
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People  of  England,  L-eland,  Wales ,  and  the 
Town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  or  are  built 
in  Britijh  Plantations  and  own’d  by  Britijh 
Subjects.  And  all  Commanders  of  His  Ma- 
jefdy’s  Ships  of  War  are  hereby  empowered 
and  required  to  feize  and  bring  in  as  Prizes 
all  Vellels  offending  contrary  to  this  Adtj 
one  Moiety  of  fuch  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Com- 
manders  and  their  Crews,  and  the  other 
“  Moiety  to  the  King.”  Vide  An  Adt  pafs’d 
in  the  12th  of  Charles  II.  Chap.  18. 

This  Law  did  not  fully  anfwer  the  Intentions 
of  the  Parliament ;  and  in  about  two  Years  af¬ 
terward  they  pafs’d  another  Law,  in  a  Manner 
much  more  particular,  whereby  the  unrighte¬ 
ous  Attempts  both  of  France  and  Holland  were 
defeated,  and  knock’d  down  at  once. 

Of  what  Men  this  Parliament  was  compos’d 
I  know  not,  nor  will  I  give  myfelf  the  Trou¬ 
ble  to  enquire.  I  don’t  pretend  to  jutlify  their 
Conduit  in  other  Refpedts :  That  does  not  fall 
under  my  Confideration  at  all :  But  in  all  Mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  Commercial  Intereid  of  this 
Kingdom  they  underftood  them  perfectly,  and 
adted  like  honeft  and  wife  Men,  of  which  I 
could  give  you  many  other  Inltances. 

I  have  often  refledted  in  my  own  Mind,  that 
had  we  been  fo  lucky  as  to  have  taken  Cdpe- 
Breton  in  this  Prince’s  Reign,  this  Parliament 
would  have  feen  the  vaft  Importance  of  it,  and 
would  not  have  advis’d  their  Prince  to  redo  re  it 
again  to  France ,  or  make  a  Prefent  of  it  to  any 
of  the  Aujlrian  Family.  And  could  this  Par¬ 
liament 
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liament  be  again  brought  upon  the  Stage  of 
Action,  I  don’t  believe  they  would  fuffer  us  to 
be  fo  duped  by  the  Dutch  in  that  open  and  no¬ 
torious  Manner  we  now  are. 

It  is  now  univerfally  allow’d  and  agreed,  that 
there  is  no  Nation  upon  Earth  where  Trade  is  fo 
well  nnderftood,  and  has  been  fo  much  protect 
ted  and  encouraged,  as  in  France.  I  will  grant 
the  Dutch  have  done  great  Things  this  W ay , 
but  the  French'  have  exceeded  them  vaftly. 
Trade,  and  the  Study  of  Trade,  in  France  is 
look’d  upon  as  an  Art  or  Science.  In  FruJJia 
War  is  efteem’d  as  an  Art  or  Science  likcwile. 
But  I  don’t  imagine  the  Study  of  War  in  Priijjia 
has  been  cultivated  and  encouraged  more  than 
the  Art  of  T rade  in  France. 

The  late  Cardinal  de  Fleury ,  notwith (landing 
the  great  Load  of  Government  that  refted  al- 
moft  alone  upon  his  Head,  yet  he  took  a  good 
deal  of  Time  to  obtain  a  perfect  Knowledge  of 
their  Commercial  Intereft,  and  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended  the  fame  to  Numbers  of  Men  of  conii- 
derable  Rank  and  DiftinCtion,  who,  he  thought, 
had  Talents  and  Abilities  adapted  to  fuch  a 
Study,  alledging  that  thereby  they  would  plain¬ 
ly  fee  the  moft  advantageous  Connections  that 
France  had  or  ought  to  have  with  all  other 
Countries  in  the  World.  Of  this  Cardinal’s  A- 
bilities  for  Trade  I  could  give  you  a  great  many 
Inftances ;  but  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  do  it 
now.  In  France  even  the  lead  and  mod  mi¬ 
nute  Branches  of  their  Trade  are  under  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Regulations,  all  admirably  adapted  to 

the 
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the  Nature  and  peculiar  Circmnftances  of  each 
particular  Branch;  the  only  Aim  and  Defign  of 
which  is  to  render  each  Branch  more  confide- 
rable  and  extenhve. 

r»  *  j. 

It  is  an  undoubted  Truth  that  fince  the  pri¬ 
mary  Formation  of  the  Terredrial  Globe  that 
no  Nation  under  Heaven  has  ever  made  fuch  an 
amazing  Progrefs  in  Trade  as  the  Fre?tch  have 
done  within  this  Half  a  Century  pad.  And 
this,  and  this  only,  has  been  the  Source  and 
Foundation  of  their  Wealth  and  Power. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  for  once,  that  England  and 
France  were  to  hold  out  Fifty  Years  longer,  and 
that  each  Nation  was  to  purfue  in  all  Refpecds 
the  Syftem  of  Policy  they  have  done  for  Thirty 
Years  pad.  In  fuch  a  Cafe  there  would  be  all 
the  Realon  in  the  World  to  believe  the  French 
would  beat  us  out  of  all  the  Trade  in  Europe 
before  the  End  of  'thefc  Fifty  Years.  I  don’t 
pretend  to  a  Spirit  of  Prophecy;  I  only  reafon 
from  the  natural  Courfe  and  Refult  of  Things. 
Our  American  Colonies  are  moft  vigoroufly  at¬ 
tack'd  ;  their  Fate  muft  now  be  determin’d  by 
the  longed:  Sword  and  the  larged:  Purfe.  Should 
we  lofe  them  likewile,  we  fhould  have  no 
Trade  at  all.  And  what  then  ?  Why  then. 
Sir,  in  two  or. three  Centuries  we  fhould  revert 
back  into  the  fame  State  and  Condition  as  we 
were  in  a  few  Centuries  pad,  when  a  good  fat 
Bullock  would  not  fell  for  more  than  feven 
‘or  eight  Shillings,  and  a  fat  Sheep  for  above 
‘fourteen  or  fixteen  pence.  This  you’ll  perhaps 
fay  wmild  be  a  mod  wonderful  and  amazing 
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Revolution  indeed  :  But,  give  me  Leave  to  lay, 
there  would  be  nothing  at  all  in  it  amazing  or 
wonderful.  The  fame  Caufes  ever  will  pro¬ 
duce  the  lame  Effeils ;  and  there  are  many 
Nations  now  in  the  W orld,  by  a  long  Succefii- 
on  of  weak  and  wicked  Adminiftrations,  have 
undergone  as  great  a  Revolution  as  this  would 
be. 

Mr.  Locke  roundly  aflerts  (and  very  juflly 
too)  that  if  ever  this  Nation  comes  to  be  ruin’d 
and  undone,  the  Landed  Intereft  will  link  firft 
of  all :  and  that  the  Mercantile  and  Trading  In- 

_  O 

tercu  will  have  the  Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  of 
being  ruin’d  laid  of  all. 

I  remember  a  Friend  of  mine  wrote  a  Trad 
(in  Manuscript)  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  Years 
fincc.  It  was  intended  to  demonftrate  that  fome 
particular  Branch  of  our  Trade  may  be  rende¬ 
red  abundantly  more  confiderable  and  extenfive 
by  fome  trifling  Aid  and  Aliiftance  from  the 
Government.  This  Trail  was  fent  to  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  London  of  confiderable  Rank  in  the 
then  Adminifiration,  and  alfo  of  very  confide¬ 
rable  Abilities.- —  Sometime  after  being  in 
Company  with  this  Gentleman,  and  knowing 
he  had  received  the  Trail,  I  took  the  Liberty 
to  afk  him  if  he  had  ever  read  it,  and  what 
was  become  of  it.  He  reply’d  he  read  it  over 
two  or  three  times  with  great  Attention,  and 
then  fent  it  to  Mr.  Horace  JValpole-,  laying,  LI: is 
Gentleman  knows  more  of  this  Matter  than  I  do, 
or,  I  believe,  than  any  Gentleman  of  my  Acquain¬ 
tance:  And  goes  on  further,  faying,  About  ten 
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Days  afterward  I  accidentally  met  Mr.  Walpole* 
and  ajked  him  if  he  had  ever  read  the  Manufcript , 
and  if  the  Faffs  fo  frongly  af  'erted  therein  were 
true  or  not  ?  Mr .  Walpole  reply  d  he  had  read 
it  carefully ,  and  that  the  Faffs  were  certainly  true , 
and  the  Rea/onings  on  them  for  the  mof  Part  very 
juft  ;  a?id  that  he  had  fome  Thoughts  of  laying  it 
before  the  Board  of  Trade .  Whereupon  this 
Gentleman  faid  he  could  not  forbear  laughing. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Walpole  faid  very  gravely,  1 
am  forry  for  it ,  but  fo  it  is-,  cur  Board  of  Trade 
is  now  become  little  elfe  than  a  Receptacle  for  old 
and  decayed  Courtiers .  This,  you’ll  fay,  is  a 
hear-l'ay  Story ;  but  it  is  as  true  as  you  now 
exifh  This  pafs’d  in  a  common  Converfation ; 
not  the  lead;  Remark  or  Obfervation  on  it :  But 
when  I  came  to  conlider  it  calmly,  and  alone, 
it  affefted  me  in  a  very  fenfible  and  tender 
Manner,  efpecially  when  I  came  to  refledt  that 
we  were  a  trading  Nation,  and  mud:  for  ever 
fublift  by  Trade,  and  by  that  only.  I  could 
not  forbear  looking  on  it  as  a  mod  notorious 
Afl  of  Injudice  to  the  Publick,  to  permit  Per- 
fons  to  have  the  Superintendancy  of  our  whole 
Commercial  Intered,  who  may  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  have  not  the  lead:  Talents  or  Abili¬ 
ties  for  it.  This  is  what  never  has,  and  in  all 
Probability  never  will  be,  the  Cafe  in  France. 
No,  Sir;  the  Gentlemen  who  have  the  Super¬ 
intendancy  of  their  vad  Commerce  are  all  Men 
that  have  Talents  naturally  adapted  to  fuch 
Employments;  Men  of  Labour  and  Indudry, 
who  have  made  it  in  a  peculiar  Manner  their 
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Study,  and  are  perfe&ly  well  acquainted  with 
the  whole  Extent  of  their  Foreign  and  Inland 
Trade.  And  fuch  Men  will  be  ready  and  ca¬ 
pable  on  all  Occafions  to  give  any  Aid  or  Af- 
liftance  to  any  Branch  that  may  Hand  in  need 
of  it. 

In  all  Nations  in  the  World,  where  one  (in¬ 
gle  Subject  (hall  engrofs  to  himfelf  the  foie  Do¬ 
minion,  and  ffiould  happen  to  be  extremely  te¬ 
nacious  and  ambitious  of  this  mod:  exorbitant 
Power,  fuch  a  Man  won’t  boggle  at  facrificing 
Armies  or  Navies,  or  even  the  Trade  of  a  King¬ 
dom,  or  any  thing  ell'e  that  may  Hand  in  his 
Way,  to  the  Support  and  Continuance  of  his 
own  Power. 

That  Great  and  Good  Man  the  Archbiffiop 
of  Cambray  fays,  that  the  Tyranny  and  Ufurpa¬ 
tion  of  Minifters  of  State,  or  the  Deputy  Rulers 
and  Governors  of  little  Kingdoms  or  Provinces, 
is  in  its  own  Nature  abundantly  more  ruinous 
and  dedrudtive  to  Society,  than  Regal  Tyran¬ 
ny.  And  it  muft  certainly  be  fo.  My  Lord  Bacon 
and  Mr.  Locke  both  agree  that  in  all  free  Com¬ 
munities  and  Societies  of  Men,  a  facred  Regard 
and  Reverence  fhould  ever  be  paid  to  all  their 
'  known  and  eftabliffi’d  Laws ;  for  in  all  thofe 
Countries  wherever  Law  ends,  they  affirm, 
there  Tyranny  and  Ufurpation  inftantly  begin  ; 
for  in  free  States  the  Governors,  as  well  as  the 
Governed,  are  equally  and  alike  obliged  to  the 
.Obfervation  of  thofe  Laws:  For  in  all  free 
Communities  and  Countries  upon  Earth  where- 
,eyer  Law  ends,  there  Tyranny  and  Ufurpation 
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inftantly  begin.  And  if  this  Public  Violation 
is  connived  at,  and  permitted  to  .prevail  for.  a 
long  Fime,  nobody  knows  where  it  will  end  ; 
and  very  probably,  fooner  or  later,  fuch  a  free 
Community,  by  fuch  Connivance  and  Indul¬ 
gence,  may  be  reduced  to  the  meaneft  and 
mod  abjed  Slavery.  . 

Let  us  for  a  Moment  look  into  the  State  and 
Condition  of  Antient  Rome ,  Greece ,  Carthage , 
Athens,  and  the  Kingdoms  of  Bohemia  and  Hun¬ 
gary.  Thefe  formerly  were  all  free  Commu¬ 
nities  and  Societies  of  Men ;  and  the  primary 
Caufe  and  Foundation  of  their  entering  into 
Society  was  for  their  mutual  Safety  and  Protec¬ 
tion  :  They  had  their  refpedive  Constitutions, 
and  their  known  and  eftabliSh’d  Laws ;  which 
Laws  were,  equally  and  alike  obligatory  on  the 
Governors  and  Governed.  But  jn  many  Coun¬ 
tries  thofe  People  have '  unhappily  permitted 
their  Governors  to  abate  that  juft  Reverence 
and  Regard  that  ought  ever  to  be  paid  to  their 
Laws,  and  to  live  and  ad  in  open  Violation  of 
them.  This  being  permitted  and  allow’d  for  a 
long  Succcilion  of  Years,  they  then  go  one 
Step  further,  and  perhaps  will  venture  to  attack 
fome  of  their  primary  and  fundamental  Laws, 
and  even  make  fome  flight  Breaches  on  the 
Conftitution  itfelf.  This  being  likewife  indul¬ 
ged,  and  connived  at,  next  comes  to  be  open’d 
the  finishing  and  concluding  Scene  of  all,  the 
total  Subversion  of  their  Conftitution  ;  and  then 
nothing  remains  but  the  Eftablifhment  of  an 
ahfolute  and  defpotic  Government.  And  by 
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thefe  Means  many  free  Kingdoms  And  Nations 
have  reduced  themfelves  and  their  Poderity  to 
the  lowed;  Degree  of  Slavery  and  Vaflalage ; 

and  all  their  own  Faults,  for  want  of  a  little 

* 

more  Honedy,  Care,  and  Circumfpecdion,  at 
fird.  It  is  feldom  or  never  that  free  Kingdoms 
or  Nations  are  endav’d  at  once :  It’s  the  Work 
of  Time,  and  is  generally  done  by  thofe  gra¬ 
dual  Steps  and  dow  Progredions  which  I  have 
here  mention’d,  and  of  which  I  could  give 
you  many  particular  Indances,  were  it  necedary. 

I  am  very  fendble  you’ll  tell  me,  it  is  now 
Time  to  conclude.  I  am  really  forry  to  be  fo 
tedious;  it’s  what  I  did  not  at  fird  intend.  But 
I  cannot  part  with  you  yet,  having  two  Points 
more  of  condderable  Importance,  in  which  I 
will  be  as  brief  as  podible. 

In  the  fird  Place  I  mud  here  revert  back  to 
my  old  fpeechifying  Dutchman ,  having  omited 
one  important  Particular  in  the  Courfe  of  his 
Speech.  He  tells  Their  Lordfhips  (that  is,  the 
EngJifh  Embadadors)  twice,  if  not  three  times, 
that  there  was  one  Part  of  the  Condudt  of  the 
then  Englijh  Minidry  that  furpriz’d  and  amaz’d 
the  Dutch  Government  more  than  any  thing 
elfe ;  which  was,  their  going  on  in  increafing 
every  Year  the  Taxes  upon  their  People,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  making  large  and  annual  Addi¬ 
tions  to  their  National  Debt;  and  on  this  Point 
he  makes  fome  very  jud  Obfcrvations,  but  I 
won’t  take  the  Time  to  tranfcribe  them. 

I  never  had  the  Honour  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  late  Sir  Jofepb  Jeykell.  The  general 
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Character  he  bore  in  the  World  (if  I  am  right¬ 
ly  inform’d)  was  that  of  a  great  Lawyer,  a  ve¬ 
ry  able  Statefman,  a  hearty  Lover  of  his  Coun¬ 
try,  and  a  downright  honed  Man.  Some  Years 
ago  I  had  an  Opportunity  ot  Ipending  a  few 
Days  with  a  very  worthy  Gentleman  (a  very 
near  Relation  to  this  Sir  JoJeph  yeykell ,  and  who 
had  lived  in  Houfe  with  him  at  London ),  of 
whom  I  made  many  Enquiries  relating  to  the 
public  and  private  Life  and  Character  of  this 
Good  and  Great  Man  ;  and  amongft  a  Variety 
of  other  Things  I  intreated  him  to  inform  me 
what  were  the  real  Reafons  that  induced  Sir 
jofcph  Jeykell  to  give  by  his  laft  Will  and  Te- 
ftament  Thirty  Thoufand  Pounds  towards  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt ;  and  obfervd 
to  him,,  that  altho’  Thirty  Thoufand  Pounds 
was  a  very  large  Sum  to  a  private  Family,  yet 
coniidering  the  Immenfity  of  our  Public  Debt, 
it  was  a  mere  Trifle,  and  quite  inconfiderable. 
To  which  this  Gentlemen  reply ’d  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Words,  or  Words  of  the  fame  Import,  as  I 
foon  after  committed  them  to  Writing :  L ’hat 
for  a  condderablc  ‘Time  before  his  Death  he  'would 
be  frequently  under  a  great  Prejfure  of  Mind,  and 
Dejedfion  of  Spirits ;  and  all  on  account  of  the 
Public :  And  he  Jinccrely  believed  he  was  more 
deeply  concern  d  about  what  would  become  of  this 
Nation ,  than  he  was  about  the  future  Welfare  and 
Happinefs  of  any  or  all  the  Relations  he  had  in  the 
World:  And  that  he  would  frequently  reflect  with 
very  great  Severity  on  our  Public  Managers.  And 
the  grand  and  conjlant  Subject  of  his  Complaint  was , 
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that  for  a  long  Succeffion  of  Tears  <we  had  gone  oii 
increafing  our  Taxes  upon  the  People ,  and  at  the 
« very  fame  Time  making  very  large  and  annual  Ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  National  Debts ;  and  that  this  Con¬ 
duct  alone  mufl  inevitably  end  and  terminate  in  our 
utter  Ruin  and  DeflruBion :  And  would  frequently 
fay  that  this  is  the  Rock  on  which  our  poor  Nation 
mufl  one  Time  or  other  be  lof  or  jhipwreck'd : 
And  that  the  reducing  fuch  a  vaf  Number  of  our 
People  to  a  State  of  Bankruptcy  in  one  fingle  In¬ 
fant ,  would  probably  unhinge  and  fubvert  our  Go¬ 
vernment,  and ,  according  to  the  natural  Courfe  of 
Tidings,  would  produce  fuch  a  State  of  Anar  cloy 
and  Confufon  as  to  render  us  an  eafy  Prey  to  Jo  me 
petty  Invader , 

Sir  Jofeph  feykell  was  very  fenfible  that  Thir¬ 
ty 'Thoufand  Pounds  was  a  mere  Trifle  for  the 
Purpofe  intended  :  But  one  main  Reafbn  that 
induced  him  to  it  was,  that  it  might  remain  as 
a  handing  Memorial  to  the  People  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  that  he  had  pointed  out  to  them  that  fatal 
Rock  on  which  we  were  running  full  Speed. 

I  find  the  laft  Queftion  I  afk’d  this  Gentle¬ 
man  on  this  Subject  was,  that  if  when  Sir  fo- 
feph  feykell  talk’d  on  this  Affair,  it  was  in  a 
light  trivial  Manner  ?  To  which  he  reply’d. 
No,  certainly,  but  with  the  utmojl  Serioufnefs  and 
Solemnity,  and  that  he  remained  in  thofe  Senti¬ 
ments,  which  were  very  Jlrongly  imprefs'd  upon  his 
Mind,  even  to  the  Day  of  his  Death. 

I  don’t  know  if  Sir  Jofeph  feykell  had  ever 
any  Acquaintance  with  my  old  fpeechifying 
Dutchman :  but  I  find  they  exactly  concur  and 

agree 
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agree  in  their  Sentiments  and  Ileafonirig-s  on* 
this  Point. 

v  V 

The  Credit  of  a  Nation,  Sir,  and  that  of  a 
private  Merchant  or  Trader,  is  exactly  the 
lame.  It  does  not  differ  a  Hairs  Breadth,  only 
as  in  greater  and  leffer.  I  will  fuppofe  that 
there  are  many  private  Merchants  and  Traders 
In  this  Kingdom  who  may  fupport  themfelves 
under  a  Debt  of  fifty  Thoufand  Pounds,  and’ 
even  then  remain  in  flourishing  Circumftances : 
But  Should  this  Merchant  imprudently  load 
him  felt  with  a  Debt  of  One  Hundred  or  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty  Thoufand  Pounds,  then 
his  Situation  would  inflantly  become  extremely 
hazardous;  any  little  unexpected  Event,  any 
unfortunate  Accident,  may  fink  his  Credit,  and 
then  he  is  ruin’d  and  undone  at  once. 

I  will  fuppofe  this  Kingdom  may  fafely  exiffc 
under  a  Debt  of  Fifty  Millions  (and  that  is  no 
trifling  Sum  neither).  I  will  further  fuppofe 
that  in  fome  future  Period  of  Time  we  Should 
have  a  Mini  iter  that"  Should  have  the  fame  De¬ 
mands  for  Money  as  fome  former  Ministers 
have  had,  and  perhaps  for  the  fame  private  Pur- 
pofes  :  And  Should  this  Minifter  take  it  in  his 
Head  to  increafe  our  Debt  to  One  Hundred' or 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Millions,  any  little 
unforefeen  Accident,  or  unexpected  Event,  may 
fink  our  National  Credit  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
and  we  may  be  compleatly  and  irrecoverably 
all  ruin’d  and  undone  at  once. 

In  all  Governments  upon  Earth  the  befl 
Way  to  render  it  permanent  and  durable  is  to 
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raife  all  the  neceffary  Expences  within  the  Com- 
pafs  of  the  fame  Year,  if  it  can  pofiibly  he  done; 
and  by  this  Means  they  will  never  be  plagued 
with  grand  Ufurers,  or  rapacious  Moneymon- 
gers,  whether  Jew's  or  Chrijliam :  For  when¬ 
ever  a  Kingdom  or  Nation  is  brought  into  fuch 
a  State  and  Condition,  as  that  their  very  Being 
and  Exiflcp.ce  mud;  depend  on  the  precarious 
and  uncertain  Aids  of  thofe  kind  of  People, 
they  may  be  truly  laid  to  be  in  a  State  of  the 
utmoft  Hazard  and  Danger. 

O 

I  have  already  caution’d  you,  in  the  Begin- 
ning  of  my  Letter,  againft  a  too  violent  Attach¬ 
ment  to  any  one  Party.  1  mud:  refume  this 
Point  again  for  a  few  Minutes  ;  only  I  appre¬ 
hend  you  call  your  Elf  a  Whig,  and  perhaos 
will  allow  that  we  leave  been  under  a  confdant 
Whig  Admin iftration  for  Thirty  Years  paid; 
and  that  our  Adminildration  have  all  along  ac¬ 
ted  right  and  well,  by  endeavouring,  by  all 
poffible  Methods,  to  keep  out  any  one  Man  that 
is  of  the  contrary  Party  from  having  any  the 
lead:  Share  in  the  Adminildration,  and  from  a- 
ny  Profit  naturally  ariling  from  ir,  even  in  the 
lead:  or  mold  remote  Degree.  I  have  already 
told  you  I  am  a  Whig,  Sir,  and  am  as  firmly 
attach’d  to  the  Principles  of  Whiggifm  as  you, 
or  any  Man  can  or  ought  to  he  ;  But  I  cannot 
avoid  being  of  Opinion  that  our  Adminildration 
in  this  Point  have  aided  fundamentally  wrong, 
and  contrary  to  our  real  Good  and  Wei  fan 
and  quite  repugnant  to  the  Honour,  Trade, 
Wealth,  and  Dignity  of  this  Nation.  Had  a 
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confiderable  Number  of  our  Tory  Party  been 
permitted  to  have  had  a  tolerable  Share  in  our 
Adminidration  for  Twenty  Years  pad,  we 
lhould  certainly  have  been  in  a  much  better 
Condition  than  we  now  are ;  they  could  not 
have  a  died  worfe.  Tho’  all  our  Adminidrati- 
ons  have  been  compos’d  of  Whigs  only ;  that 
is,  they  call  themfelves  Whigs,  and  are  fo  e~ 
deem  d  by  others,  yet  I  could  point  out  to  you 
a  hundred,  yea  I  may  fay  a  thoufand,  Indan- 
ces  wherein  they  have  acted  openly  and  before 
all  the  World  contrary  to  all  the  real  and  ge¬ 
nuine  Principles  of  Whiggifm. 

When  I  confider  the  Number  of  the  Tories 
in  this  Kingdom,  and  the  large  Share  of  the 
Lands  and  Wealth  they  do  really  poffefs,  I 
could  never  beat  it  into  my  Head  to  conceive 
that  the  total  Excludon  of  fuch  a  Number  of 
Men  was  ever  confident  with  National  Wif- 
dom  and  Policy,  or  with  that  natural  Judice 
and  Equity  which  ought  ever  to  fubfid  between 
Man  and  Man,  or  between  Party  and  Party, 

Among  ft  fuch  a  large  Body  of  Men  as  the 
Tories  are  there  mud  always  be  found  a  cond-» 
derable  Number  of  Men  of  Capacity,  Ability, 
Integrity,  independant,  and  difintereded  :  And 
thele  are  the  Men,  and  the  only  Men,  that 
mud  work  out  Salvation  and  Deliverance  for 
us  :  And  it’s  of  no  Confequence  to  the  Publick, 
let  them  call  themfelves  by  what  Name  or 
Party  they  pleafe. 

I  would  by  no  Means  be  underdood  to  re¬ 
commend  that  our  Whigs  fhould  be  all  turn’d 

on 
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on  their  Backs,  and  the  whole  Adminidration 
engrofs’d  by  the  Tories  alone.  No,  by  no 
Means  in  the  World ;  for  probably  they  may 
take  it  into  their  Heads  to  a<d  over  the  fame 
Game  again :  For  among  fuch  a  Body  of  Men 
there  may  arife  fome  Great  Man,  a  Man  of  e- 
minent  Talents  and  Abilities,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  mod:  accurfediy  tenacious,  and  ambitious 
of  getting  the  foie  Power  into  his  own  Hand. 
And  pray  what  has  fuch  a  Man  to  do  ?  Only 
to  fecure  Three  Hundred  Men  in  a  certain 
Place.  And  if  he  can’t  get  thefe  Men  fairly  and 
honedly,  he  will  try  all  the  venal  and  corrupt 
Methods  that  the  Mind  of  Man  can  devife. 
Thofe  Men  being  once  fecur’d,  he  fets  up  for 
himfelf,  and  begins  to  look  on  himfelf  and  his 
little  venal  Junto  as  the  People  of  England  \ 
and  they  alone,  and  a  few  of  their  Dependants, 
mud  live  in  the  utmod  Riot,  Luxury,  and  Ex- 
cefs,  while  7  or  8  Millions  of  People  mud  be 
led  to  contend  with  the  utmod  Difficulties, 
Poverty,  and  Didrefs  j  and  at  the  fame  Time 
the  Honour,  Dignity,  and  Glory  of  the  Nation, 
be  permitted  to  fall  into  the  mod  ffiameful 
Contempt  and  Difgrace.  Should  this  Great 
and  Ambitious  Man  be  hardly  puffi’d,  he  may 
■go  much  farther  yet,  and  even  be  induced  pub- 
lickly  to  facrifice  Armies,  Navies,  Trade,  and 
every  thing  elfe,  to  fupport  himfelf  and  his  lit- 
-tie  Junto.  O  Heaven  forbid  it,  that  ever  the 
People  of  England  ffiould  permit  any  one  Man, 
of  whatever  Party  he  may  call  himfelf,  to  aft 
fo  daring  and  wicked  a  Part ! 

P  2  My 
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My  Lord  Bacon,  the  famous  Earl  of  Skaftf- 
bnn ,  and  Mr.  Locke ,  all  agree,  that  whenever 
a  Great  Man  fliall  make  fuch  Attempts  as  thefe, 
it’s  owing  to  a  Weaknefs  of  Judgment,  and 
that  his  Syflem  of  Policy  is  fundamentally 
wrong,  not  only  as  it  may  ruin  his  Country, 
but  as  it  relates  to  himfelf,  his  Family,  or 
Friends.  They  all  fay  that  when  a  Body  or 
Party  of  Men  comes  to  be  link’d  and  chain’d 
together  by  one  grand  and  pecuniary  Cement, 
that  this  Cement  muff  run  through  the  whole, 
even  to  the  remcfteff  Channels  >  and  that  fuch 
a  Party  may  for  fome  Time  aCt  with  great 
Firmnefs  and  Unanimity,  and  may  become 
triumphant  and  victorious  over  all  their  Oppo¬ 
nents.  But  thefe  Gentlemen  all  agree  that 
Power  fo  obtain’d,  in  any  Kingdom  or  Nation, 
can  never  be  permanent  or  durable :  They  fay 
the  Foundation  on  which  this  Power  is  erected 
is  in  its  own  Nature  wicked  and  unrighteous, 
and  that  it  will  ever  require  great  and  extraor- 
mnarv  annual  Additions'  to  the  pecuniary  Ce- 

In  a  very Wort  Time  the  Demands 
of  the  Corrupted  will  exceed  the  Abilities  of 
t  ■  c  Corrupter ;  and  whenever  tiais  Cement  be¬ 
gins  to  weaken  and  diffolve,  fuch  a  Party  will 
he  unhing'd,  and  lr.ftantly  fall  to  pieces  at  once; 
and  that  all  Attcnv  ts  lo  re-effablifh  or  re-unite 
tiv  m  will  for  ever  remain  ineffectual  and  un- 
fucccfrful.  I  will  fay  of  all  fuch  Bodies  or  Par¬ 
ries  of  Men,  let  them  arife  in  any  Nation  what- 
i  ver,  in  the  Words  of  our  celebrated  Poet 

Flake /bear ,  though  on  a  different  Qccafion, 
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that,  fooner  or  later,  they  lhall  all 

,-ti* - — » — <c  diffolve, 

And,  like  the  bafelefs  Fabric  of  a  Vifion, 

“  Leave  not  a  Wreck  behind..5’ 

I  fpeak  here  of  them  as  a  Party,  or  collective 
Body  of  Men ;  for  I  will  readily  allow  that  in 
fuch  a  Combination  there  may  be  a  conliderable 
Number  of  Men  of  real  Honour  and  Virtue, 
and  who  lov’d  their  Country,  but  were  inadver¬ 
tently  drawn  into  thofe  Combinations  by  the 
Influence  of  a  general  Example,  or  perhaps  by 
the  falfe  Infinuations  of  fome  Great  Man,  and 
from  a  Want  of  a  little  more  Sagacity  and  Fore- 
light,  who,  when  they  came  to  fee  the  Refult 
and  Confequence  of  their  Doings,  were  heartily 
forty  for  it.  In  fuch  Cafes  it  is  not  the  Under- 
Agents  that  are  the  Grand  Criminals,  but  the 
Primary  Authors,  Contrivers,  and  Chief  Ma¬ 
nagers;  and  it  is  they  that  deferve  the  utmoft 
Cenfure  and  Punifhment.  That  noble  and  in¬ 
genious  Writer,  the  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Ajhlcy 
Cooper ,  Earl  of  Shaftjbury,  tells  the  World,  in 
his  fir  if  Volume  of  CharaCterifticks,  Page  126, 
127,  “  I  know  of  nothing  greater  or  more  no- 
“  ble  than  the  undertaking  and  managing  fome 
“  important  Accufation,  by  which  fome  high 
“  Criminal  of  State,  or  fome  form’d  Body  of 
“  Offenders  againff  the  Publick,  may  be  ar- 
raigned  and  brought  to  Judgment,  through 
“  the  honed  Zeal  and  public  AffeCtion  of  pri- 
“  vate  Men  ;  and  this  muff  be  always  done  by 

■  c  fuch  a  rectifying  ObjeCt  as  the  Gallows  before 
“  their  Eves.” 
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Thefe  were  the  calm  and  deliberate  Senti¬ 
ments  of  this  very  Great  Man.  I  could  tran- 
feribe  many  other  Quotations  from  his  Wri¬ 
tings  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  in  as  ftrong  Terms, 
or  ftronger  if  poflible,  wherein  he  proves  that 
it  is  neceffary  to  the  very  Being  and  Exigence 
of  all  Governments,  that  State  Criminals,  or  all 
form’d  Bodies  or  Parties,  that  will  dare  to  live 
and  ail  publiekly  in  open  Contempt  and  Viola¬ 
tion  of  their  known  and  eftablifh’d  Laws,  be 
brought  to  the  moft  condign  Punifhment. 

It’s  but  a  very  inconfiderable  Part  of  the  Old 
Dutchman's  Speech  that  I  have  here  tranfcribed, 

I  make  no  Queftion  but  you  muft  have  feen 
and  read  the  whole  of  it  ten  or  fifteen  Years 
fmce.  If  you  have  it  by  you,  let  me  beg  you 
to  read  it  once  more,  and  with  fome  Degree  of 
Attention,  and  you’ll  plainly  fee  he  all  along 
goes  upon  one  Suppofition,  and  which  he  takes 
for  granted,  That  our  then  pubJick  Managers 
fupported  themfelves  merely  by  Methods  the 
moft  venal  and  corrupt,  and  that  confequently 
their  Rule  and  Dominion  could  not  laft  long. 
At  this  Period  of  Time  had  you  been  at  Paris 
or  Madrid ,  and  there  convers’d  with  the  Mini- 
fters  of  State,  depend ;  on  it  they  would  have 
talked  to  you  in  the  fame  Strain. 

If  you  con  fide  r  the  particular  Frame  and  Mo¬ 
del  of  our  Government,  you  muft  be  fenfible 
that  our  internal  Policy  ever  has  and  ever  will 
be  as  well  and  perfectly  known  at  Atnflerd&nty 
Paris ,  Madrid ,  and  all  the  Courts  in  Europe,  as 

at  London.  ■  \ 
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Voltaire ,  fpeaking  of  thole  Times  in  one  of 
his  Traits,  openly  and  publickly  tells  all  Eu¬ 
rope  that  at  London  the  Englijh  mull  have  one 
grand  and  eminent  Diipenfer,  and  that  this 
Difpenfer  kept  a  publick  open  Shop,  and  fold  a 
certain  fovereign  Drug,  and  that  this  Drug  ope¬ 
rated  upon  the  Englijh  Minds  miraculoufly  and 
inftantaneoufly,  making  Men  all  at  once  think, 
ait,  write,  and  talk,  direitly  oppofitc  to  what 
they  had  openly  done  for  ten  or  fifteen  Years 
before.  Voltaire' s  Defign  in  writing  in  this 
Manner  is  very  apparent.  He  reprelents  us 
to  all  the  Courts  in  Europe  as  the  moll  venal 
and  corrupt,  and  that  without  it  no  Admini- 
ftration  can  be  fupported.  And  thereby  he  at¬ 
tempts  to  diminish  that  Antient  Grandeur, 
Luftre,  and  Dignity,  for  which  in  the  Days  of 
our  Anceltors  we  were  juftly  renowned  all  the 
World  over.  I  hope  in  God  no  Britijh  or  Fo¬ 
reign  Hiftorian  will  ever  more  have  Caufe  to 
bring  fuch  a  lhameful  and  detellable  Afperfion 

upon  this  Government,  or  the  Adminiftration 
of  it. . 

I  begin  to  fear  you’ll  think  1  bear  a  little  too 
hard  upon  fome  of  your  quondam  Friends : 
But  here  I  mull:  beg  you,  Sir,  to  Hand  Hill  a 
little,  make  a  Paule,  lay  your  Hand  upon  your 

Heart,  while  I  alk  you  a  few  plain  fimple  Que- 
ftions. 

%eJion  the  firjl.  Was  it  under  a  Whig  or 
Tory  Adminiftration  that  our  National  Debt 
is  brought  from  Thirty  to  Eighty  Millions  l 

guejlwi 
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QuejUon  the'fecond.  Was  it  under  a  Whig  or 
Tory  Adminiftration  that  a  young  Stripling 
landed  a  few  Years  fince  in  Scotland  with  forty- 
four  Men,  and  quite  a  Stranger  to  the  Military 
Art  or  Science ;  and  that  he  collected  a  ragged 
Rabble  of  two  or  three  thoufand  Men,  at  firfi, 
without  Shoes  or  Stockings  to  their  Feet,  with¬ 
out  Clothes  on  their  Backs,  or  Meat  in  their 
Bellies;  and  that  this  young  Fellow,  at  the  Head 
of  this  ragged  and  undifciplined  Rout,  faced 
His  Majefty’s  Regular  Troops  both  Hone  and 
Foot,  and  more  than  once  made  em  fly  before 
them  with  Fear  and  Trembling;  and  that  the 
Leaders  of  thofe  Regular  Troops  were  permit¬ 
ted  to  efcape  without  the  leaf!  Degree  01  Cen- 
fure  or  Punifhment.  This  young  Fellow  actu¬ 
ally  conquer’d  the  whole  Kingdom  oi  Scotland 
(the  Caftle  oi  Edinburgh  only  excepted  ) ;  and, 
what  is  more,  he  openly  and  in  broad  Daylight 
enter’d  this  Kingdom,  got  almofl:  to  the  Centei 
of  it,  and  within  a  few  Days  March  of  our 
grand  Metropolis,  and  fill’d  the  Heart  of  every 
Soul  there  with  Fear  and  Anguifh.  I  won’t 
pretend  to  determine  with  what  I  ac^  this  ap¬ 
pear’d  in  all  the  Courts  of  Ewcpc ;  but  this  I 
will  fay,  and  chiefly  from  my  own  Knowledge, 
that  the  grand  Mafs  and  Body  of  the  People  in 
France ,  Holland ,  Germany  Portugal,  Spain,  and 
Italy,  all  receiv’d  the  News  of  this  Ti  anfaCtion 
with  Wonder  and  Amazement,  and  unam- 
moufly  agreed  that  they  had  mod  horridly  been 
impofed  upon  in  the  Accounts  they  had  recei¬ 
ved,  and  in  the  Opinioh  they  had  entertain  d 
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ot  the  Bntijh.  Nation  ;  and.  that  they  were  not 
that  brave,  that  military,  and  warlike  People 
which  they  were  reprefented  to  have  been, 

Quejlion  the  third.  Was  it  under  a  Whig  or  a 
Tory  Administration  that  our  Grand  Fleet  the 
laft  War,  in  the  Mediterranean,  refus’d  to  de- 
ltroy  the  Combin’d  Fleet  of  France  and  Spain, 
when  all  agreed  they  might  eaiily  have  done  it  ? 
A  good  Number  of  our  Ships  did  not  fight  at 
all ;  a  great  many  of  them  fought  moll;  Shame¬ 
fully,  according  to  the  new-faShion’d  Way  of 
fighting  at  the  Distance  of  a  Mile,  or  Mile  and 
half}  a  Way  of  fighting  unknown  to  our  An¬ 
cestors.  I  will  readily  allow  lome  few  fought 
bravely;  but  their  Number  was  fo  Small,  that 
they  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Superior  Force  of  the 
Enemy. 

hfuejiion  the  fourth.  Was  it  under  a  Whig  or  a 
Tory  Administration  that  two  famous  Admirals, 
ten  grand  Captains,  four  or  five  bold  and  vali¬ 
ant  Land  Officers,  came  to  a  Refolution  (with¬ 
out  one  difienting  Vote,  or  without  the  leaSt 
Difficulty  or  Difpute,  and  every  Man  publick- 
ly  Sign'd  it  with  his  own  Hand)  Fuji,  That 
they  would  not  make  the  leaSt  Attempt  to  Se¬ 
cure  the  important  Eland  ot  Minorca,  notwith¬ 
standing  they  all  knew  they  were  Sent  out  on 
Purpofe  to  relieve  it.  Secondly,  That  they  would 
not  attack  the  French  Fleet,  but  inStantly  fled 
before  it,  under  a  Pretence  to  cover  Gibraltar ; 
the  plain  Englijh  of  which  is,  to  Shelter  and 
cover  themfelves  under  the  Cannon  of  that 
Garrifon.  And  notwithstanding  it  has  appear’d 
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fince,  by  plain  and  indubitable  Proofs  from  Mar~ 
I'd  Iks  and  ‘ Toulon ,  that  this  Fleet  was  not  near  in 
i'o  rood  a  Condition  to  defend  as  ours  were  to 
attack,  yet  this  very^  Council  of  War  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  efcape  without  the  lead;  Cenfure  or 
Punifhment. 

I  could  afk  you  a  hundred  Quedions  more 
of  equal  Importance,  and  would  do  it  were  it 
not  for  the  fear  of  being  too  tedious. 

My  becoming.  Sir,  a  publick  Advocate  for 
the  Tories  muff  not  be  edeem’d  as  a  Matter  of 
Choice  or  Inclination.  No ;  it’s  merely  the 
f  ffect  of  Neceffity,  cl3  I  can’t  fee  any  other 
Way  whereby  Redemption  or  Salvation  can  be 
wrought  out  for  us  than  by  permitting  the  ho¬ 
ned,  fenfible,  independent,  and  difinterefted 
Tories,  to  have  a  large  Share  in  our  Admini- 
f  ration,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Whigs,  and 
for  which  I  could  offer  you  many  fubftantial 
Reafons.  Mold  of  our  Tories  are  vaftly  im¬ 
proved  in  all  Branches  of  ufefiil  Knowledge 
and  polite  Literature,  from  what  they  were 
forty  Years  pail,  and  are  become  afhamed  of 
the  old  arbitrary  Principles  of  their  Anceftofs  : 
They  would  now  fcorn  to  quarrel  about  Names, 

Parties,  or  Perfons,  and  wrould  readilv  concur 
*  *  «  • 

with  any  Party  or  Perfon  to  five  our  Country  : 
The  honed  and  fenfible  Men  on  both  Sides 
would  drop  all  perfonal  Alliances  and  Party 
Combinations,  and  would  let  nothing  ftand  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  Honour  of  their  King  and 
the  ’real  Good  of  their  Country  :  And,  what  is 
mere,  Men  of  fuch  honed  and  laudable  Prin- 
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ciples  would  all  jointly  agree  to  purfue  with 
Vengeance  and  Deftruction  all  thole  who  may 
hereafter  ever  attempt  to  fpread  an  accurfed 
and  prevailing  Spirit  of  Venality  and  Corruption 
over  the  Face  of  this  Kingdom,  and  which  a- 
lone  has  brought  us  into  our  prelent  unhappy 
Situation.  Beiides,  1  really  think  the  Tory 
Party  has  lomething  of  Importance  to  plead  in 
tlieir  own  Behalf.  Prior  to  the  Revolution  they 
wex-e  certainly  much  more  conliderable  than 
the  Whigs,  both  as-  to  Numbers  and  their  pri¬ 
vate  Fortunes  and  Eftates ;  yet  how  did  they' 
act  then  ?  They  plainly  law  the  then  reigning. 
Prince  was  about  to  let  up  a  defpotic  and  arbi- 
tray  Power,  and  that  he  begun  to  demolilh  and. 
overiet  our  Conftitution.  I  lay,  how  did  they 
at t  then  ?  They'  cordially'’  embraced  the  Whigs, 
and  mod  heartily  defired  their  concurrent  Aid. 
and  Affiftance  to  fave  the  linking  Nation.  And 
by  this  hearty  and  lincere  Union  they  prefently, 
fucceeded,  and  without  any  Violence  or  Blood"-, 
died.  I  will  readily  grant  this  was  a  difficult 
Part  for  the  Tories  to  adt,  elpecially  conlideririg 
the  great  Unhappinefs  thofe  Gentlemen  had  la¬ 
boured  under  in  Point  of  Education ;  for  by 
their  giving  up  the  then  reigning  Prince,  they 
bid  open  Defiance  to  the  Dodtrines  of  jure  Di~ ; 
vino,  Non-Refiftance,  Paffive  Obedience,  He¬ 
reditary  Right,  and  many  other  ridiculous  and 
nonfenfical  Abfurdities,  which  their  weak  and 
wicked  Ecclefiaftical  Preceptors  had  been  ftu -fi¬ 
fing  into  their  Heads  for  Half  a  Century  before . 
fhefe  were  great  and  mighty  Difficulties  indeed : 

However, 
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However,  the  Love  they  bore  their  native  Colin? 
try,  and  the  lacred  Regard  they  had  to  the  Laws 
and  Conftitutions  of  this  Realm,  induced  them 
to  furmount  them  all  openly  and  bravely. 

Our  Whigs  at  prefent  have  none  of  thefe. 
Difficulties  to  encounter.  They  may  join  the 
Tories  without  any  Violence  to  themfel'ves,  and 
vet  be  quite  confident  with  their  own  genuine 
Principles  ;  and  there  never  can  be  a  more  pro¬ 
per  Time  for  it  than  the  prefent.  But  fuppofe 
the  Whies  ffiould  ffill  remain  obftinate,  T  much 
queftion  it  it  will  be  in  their  Power  to  keep 
them  out  much  longer,  unlefs  they  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  exert  a  pecuniary  Intereft  in  a  manner 
more  univerfal,  and  much  more  powerful,  than 
has  ever  yet  been  done ;  and  I  will  give  you 
my  Reafons  for  it.  It  is  faid  (and  I  believe 
with  Truth)  that  our  Whigs  and  Tories  in  ma¬ 
ny  of  our  Boroughs  are  already  come  nearer 
together  than  they  formerly  were,  and  that 
they  will  not  fo  ridiculoufly  amufe  themfelves 
about  fooliih  idle  Party  Names  as  they  have 
formerly  done,  but  will  agree  in  the  Choice  of 
fuch  Men  as  (hall  appear  to  be  the  moft  inde¬ 
pendent  and  difinterefted,  from  the  prefent  ge¬ 
neral  prevailing  Opinion  that  thefe  are  neceffary 
and  eifential  Qualifications.  In  other  Boroughs, 
it  is  laid,  that  the  foher  and  virtuous  Part  of  our 
People,  of  both  Sides,  are  now  agreeing  to 
oppofe  every  Candidate  whatever  that  fhall  at¬ 
tempt  to  introduce  into  their  Boroughs'  fuch 
horrid  Scenes  of  Drunkennefs,  Debauchery, 
Impiety  and  open  Profanenefs,  as  k  now  prac¬ 
ticed 
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tjicd  in  many  Boroughs  for  two  Months  (l'ome- 
fimes  three,  four,  fix)  before  an  Election  comes 
on.  It’s  almoft  impoffible  to  defcribe  what 
Wickednefs  and  Impiety  is  committed  on  fuch 
Occaiions,  and  how  injurious  it  is  to  the  Souls 
and  Bodies  of  our  People.  Befides,  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  ruinous  and  deftructive  to  our  Trade 
and  Manufactures,  and  gives  great  Offence  to 
all  the  fober  and  virtuous  Part  of  the  Nation, 

whether  Whigs  or  .Tories.  And  when  this- 

<2> 

horrid  Scene  draws  to  a  Conclufion,  and  the 
Election  Day  is  come,  then  the  moll  gloomy 
and  dreadful  Spedtacle  of  all  appears,  that  of 
feeing  their  Neighbours  by  Dozens  and  Scores 
guilty  of  the  molt  wilful  and  deliberate  Per] u- 
fy,  as  has  been  the  Cafe  in  many  of  our  Bo¬ 
rough  Towns. 

There  are  a  great  many  of  our  midling  Sort 
of  Gentry,  and  of  our  Merchants,  Traders,  and 
Manufacturers,  both  of  Whigs  and  'lories, 
who  are  fo  veiy  unpolite  as  even  yet  to  adhere 
to  thole  old  -  falhion’d  Doctrines  of  Honour, 
real  Virtue,  Sobriety,  Temperance,  and  Cha- 
flity ;  and  thefe  Men  are  of  very  confiderable 
Weight  and  Influence  in  this  Nation  ;  and  they 
all  tell  us'  that  thofe  Crimes  I  have,  juft  now 
mention’d  are  of  a  very  black  and  atrocious 
Kind,  and  have  in  their  own  Nature  a  direct 
Tendency  to  draw  down  the  Judgments  of 
Heaven  upon  this  or  any  other  Nation  where 
they  are  permitted  and  encouraged :  And  more¬ 
over  they  fay  thofe  Practifes  are  quite  repugnant 

to  our  known  and  eftablifh'd  Law..,  which 

*»•  •*  -  -  * 

ought 
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ought  always  to  be  treated  with  loine  little  Re* 
gard  and  Reverence.  Othej-s  will  go  further, 
and  pretend  thofe  Pradiii.es  may  he  deem’d  as 
Attacks  or  flight  Breaches  upon  our  very  Con- 
flitution  itfclf. 

God  Almighty  grant  that  the  fcber  and  vir¬ 
tuous  Part  of  this  Nation  may  be  endow’d  with 
with  a  Spirit  of  Refolution  and  Bravery  fuffici- 
ent  to  put  a  final  End  to  thofe  impious  and  un- 
jrodlv  Praffifcs, 

A  fincere  and  hearty  Union  of  all  Parties  is 
die  only  Method  to  fecure  and  maintain  the 
internal  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  this  King¬ 
dom  :  Befides,  it  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  railing  the  Reputation  and  Dignity  of  our 
Ration  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  where  it  is 
now  at  the  lowed  Pitch.  The  French  Hiffori- 
ans  tell  us  that  when  the  late  French  King 
heard  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  pal's ’d  the 
Streights  between  Dover  and  Calais,  he  became 
quite  raving  mad,  and  inftantly  turn’d  off  Lou- 
vois,  one  of  his  Secretaries  of  State,  with  the 
utmoii  Indignation,  for  not  having  procured 
better  and  more  early  Intelligence,  The  Mili¬ 
tary  Officers  were  all  conven’d  at  Court ;  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Schemes  were  propofed  to  affifi  King. 
'James  and  defeat  the  Prince  of  Orange but  in 
a  little  Time  after  the  Court  received  Exprelies 
daily  from  the  Jefuits  in  London  ( for  at  that' 
Time  there  were  a  vail  Number  of  jefuits  a- 
bout  our  Court,  who  had  the  foie  Management 
of  tlie  French  Affairs),  telling  them  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  landed,  and  hailening  to 

London 
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JLmdon  without  the  ieail  Oppofition ;  for  that 
our  two  contending  Parties  of  Whigs  and  To¬ 
ries  were  quite  united,  and  would  not  afford 
King  James  any  the  ieail  Aid  or  Afliftance. 
Father  le  Chmje,  die  French  King's  Confeffor, 
pretended  thofe  Accounts  were  all  fal fe,  and 
that  their  Agents  the  Jefuits  muff  have  been 
greatly  impofed  upon  j  for  that  it  was  impoffi- 
He  the  Tories  (or  the  High  Church  Party) 
could  ever  delert  the  King,  declaring  it  to  be 
diredtly  oppofite  to  all  their  open  and  avowed 
Principles.  However  a  few  Expreffes  more 
put  this  Matter  out  of  all  Doubt :  Whereupon 
the  King  fell  into  a  State  of  the  urmoft  Sullen- 
fiefs  and  Delpair,  and  could  hardly  be  prevailed 
upon  to  fee  any  Company  at  all.  Father  k 
Cbaife  (who  by  the  way  was  as  good  a  Politi¬ 
cian  as  a  Divine)  declared  to  every  body  that 
came  to  Court,  that  all  Attempts  to  relieve  and 
aflift  King  James  muff  now  be  laid  afide  -  no¬ 
thing  could  be  done  at  prelent,  as  now  they 
muff  oppole  the  united  Strength  of  the  whole 
BritIJJj  Nation. 

Madame  de  Mountefpant  one  of  the  French 
King’s  principal  Whores,  (for  I  don’t  allow 
Madame  de  Maintenon  ever  to  have  been  of  that 
Number)  feeing  the  King  in  fuch  a  horrible 
gloomy  Way,  the  pretended  to  be  almoft  out 
of  her  Senfes,  and  ran  about  from  Room  to 
Room  ranting  and  raving  like  a  mad  Woman, 
declaring  to  every  body  that  if  rite  could  catch 
the  Prince  of  Orange  lire  would  fight  him  alone.’ 
fhe  would  tear  out  his  Heart,  ftrangle  him,  or 
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bang  him  with -her  very  Garters,  if  nothing ’bet  ¬ 
ter  could  be  found.  In  fhort,  when  the  Court 
of  France  faw  that  our  two  contending  Parties 
were  heartily  united,  it  threw  them,  into  a  State 
of  the  utmofl  Horror  and  Defpair.  I  will 
mention  but  this  fingle  Inllance,  tho’  I  could 
offer  many  others,  to  convince  you  that  a  hear¬ 
ty  and  cordial  Union  amongfl  ourfelves  would 
greatly  add  to  the  Weight,  Influence,  and  Dig¬ 
nity  of  this  Nation  in  all  the  foreign  Courts  of 

T  ,  *  >.  .  -  -  •  •  1  *  * 
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I  have  now  done  as  far  as  it  regards  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  will  conclude  with  a  Quotation  from 
Holy  Writ,  which,  I  affure  you,  in  my  moffc 
ferious  Moments  has  lain  heavy  upon  my  Mind, 
as  I  fear  they  are  too  applicable  to  our  prefent 
State  arid  Condition.  The  Prophet  Ifaiah  talks 
a  good  deal  to  the  Children  of  Ifrael  as  a  Nati¬ 
on.  In  mapy  Places  he  upbraids  them  fevere- 
]y  for  their  univerfal  Spirit  of  Corruption,  and 
Depravity  of  Manners ;  in  other  Places  he  tells 
them  that  Vice,  Profanenefs,  and  Impiety,  had. 
actually  overfpread  the  Face  of  their  whole  Na¬ 
tion  and  People.  He  takes  a  good  deal  of  Pains 
to  let  their  Sins  in  Order  before  their  Eyes,  and 
ffrongly  intimates  to  them  that  the  Time  of 
their  Definition  was  drawing  near ;  and  then 
concludes  in  Language  very  fignificant  and  im¬ 
portant,  by  telling  them,  Float  t/Jry  were  a  fin- 
ful  Nation,  a  People  laden  <with  Iniquity,  a  Seed 
of&  el-doers ;  float  the  whole  Head  was  fick»  and 
the  whole  itcari faint  and  that  from  the  Sole  of 
the  poo  f  mot  to  the  Crown  oj  the  Head,  there 

was 
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teds  no  Soundnefs  in  them, ,  nothing  but  Wounds  t 
Bmifes ,  and  putrefied  Sores. 

Permit  me  now,  Sir,  to  addrefs  you  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  Gentleman  for  one  Moment  only.  And 
'  here,  probably,  you’ll  a  lie,  who  it  is  that  has 
taken  the  Pains  to  write  you  fo  long  a  Letter, 
and  what  were  his  real  Motives  and  Induce¬ 
ments  ?  As  to  the  Writer,  it  is  of  no  Confe- 
ouence  to  you  or  the  Publick  who  or  what  he 
is :  The  only  Point  is,  whether  the  Fa<5ts  he 
relates  be  true  or  falfe,  or  if  his  Realbnings  on 
them  are  juft  and  cortclulivc.  As  to  the  Mo¬ 
tives  and  Inducements,  I  will  be  open  and  can¬ 
did  ;  they  were  two,  and  two  only.  One  was 
from  an  innate  Love  I  bear  my  native  Country, 
the  other  from  a  hearty  Regard  and  lmcere  At- 
•  tachment  to  your  Royal  Matter.  And  if  you 
could  bring  about  that  entire  Change  and  Al¬ 
teration  in  our  whole  Syftem,  both  of  foreign 
and  domeftic  Policy,  which  I  have  fo  ftrongly 
recommended,  I  am  confident  in  a  little  Time 
it  would  greatly  add  to  his  Peace,  Satisfaction, 
and  Tranquility  of  Mind.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
it  would  contribute  vaftly  to  the  Firmnefs  and 
Stability  of  his  Government,  and  that  of  his 
Royal  and  Illuftrious  Houfe;  which  is  my  moft 
fincere  Defire  and  hearty  Prayer. 

It  is  an  uncontroverted  Point,  that  in  all  free 
Kingdoms  and  Nations  upon  Earth,  as  long  as 
they  retain  their  Liberty  and  Freedom,  no  King 
or  Prince  whatever  can  be  faid  to  be  fafe  or  fe- 
cure  on  any  other  Foundation  than  what  arifes 
from  the  real  united  Efteem,  Affection,  and 

,R  Love 
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Lo\  c  of  his  Subjects;,  of  which  I  could  give  you 
a -.Variety  of  Inftances  from  different  Parts  of 
tire  World,  but  will  mention  but  one  only.  If 
you'll  examine  carefully  into  the -State  and  Con¬ 
dition  of  our  King  James  the  Second,  at  the 
Tune  be  delated  die  Kingdom,  you’ll  find  he 
had  a  very  confiderable  Navy,  a  very  great  and 
powei  fill  Army,  his  Finances  in  no  very  bad 
Condition  ;  yet  lie  had  fo  far  loft  the  Love  and 
AtleCiion  of  his  People,  that  a  Man  was  not  to 
be  found  that  would  fire  a  fingle  Mufket  in  his 
Defence ;  and  if  he  had  obtain’d  a  Riot  Adi 
into  the  Bargain,  it  would  have  afforded  him 
not  the  lcaft  Security. 

I  am  not  confcious  to  myfelf  of  having  made 
any  Error  or  Miftake  in  this  long  Scribble.  If 
I  have,  1  hope  the  apparent  Plonefty  and  '  Up- 
rightnels  of  my  Intentions  will,  in  lome  mea- 
iure,  attone  for  it.  I  expedl  no  Benefit  or  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  myfelf,  of  a  fingle  Groat,  for  the 
Pains  1  have  taken  :  Yea,  fo  far  froua  it,  I  look 
upon  it  as  certain  that  I  am  to  be  treated  for  it 
with  Scurrility  and  Reproach.  But  this  can  be 
only  from  the  Minds  of  the  little,  narrow,  and 
contradled  Bigots  of  both  Parties,,  who  even 
yet,  notwithftanding  the  clearcft  Evidence  and 
moft  demonftrative  Proof,  will  remain  in  a 
State  of  Blindnefs,  Ignorance,  and  amazing  Stu¬ 
pidity.  The  Cenfure  or  Applaufe  of  fuch  Per- 
fons  are  equally  and  alike  acceptable  to  every 
honeft  and  fenfible  Man.  Whoever  will  ferve 
bis  Country  really,  and  inf  good;  Earn  eft,-;  muft 
hazard  loiiiething.  If  1  llio.uld  be  able,  to  re- 
*  ftedl 
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deft  ■  I  have  ferved  my  Country,  this  alone 
would  be  an  ample  Satisfaction  and  Reward, 
which  no  Man  can  take  from  me  *. 

If  it  Ihould  be  thought  I  am  midaken  in  any 
of  my  Sentiments  on  Government  or  Policy, 
the  Fault  mult  be  laid  at  the  Door  of  my  Lord 
Bacon ,  the  Earl  of  Shafijbmy,  Mr .  Eocke;  Sir 
■William  Temple ,  the  Archbifliop  of  Cambray , 
and  a  few  others  of  our  mod:  eminent  Writers 
on  thefe  Subjects  :  For  I  here  affirm  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced  nothing  but  what  is'  quite  confident 

with  their  declared  and  avowed  Sentiments. 

'  % 

But,  to  return  to  yourfelf,  the  Archbidrop  of 
Cambray  was  born  a  Frenchman ,  and  educated  a 
.Pried:  However,  I  don’t  believe  that  Europe 
has  ever  yet  produced  ten  Men  that  entertained 
more  noble  or  exalted  Sentiments  of  Virtue, 
Humanity,  or  real  Patriotifm.  In  one  of  his 
TraCts  he  talks  a  good  deal  of  Great  Minilters 
of  State,  and  Deputy  Rulers  and  Governors  of 
Kingdoms  and  Provinces ;  and  fays  we  often- 

•  times  fee  thole  Great'  Men,  when  got  in  Pof- 
ifcffion  of  Po.wer,  merely  to  gratify  their  own 
Pi'ide  and  Wan  ton  nets,  their  inlatiable  Avarice 

•  and  Ambition,  will  make  the  Lives  of  Thou- 
fands,  or  perhaps  of  Millions,  wretched  and 
miferable.  But,  he  fays,  .it  frequently  happens 
that  Vengeance  and  Difgrace  purfues  them  c- 
ven  in  this  World;  but  if  they  are  permitted 
quietly  and  filently  to  retire  out  of  it,  they  all 

then 

*  One  f elf -approving  Hour  whole  Tears  outweighs 
Of  Jlupid  Starers,  and  of  loud  Iiuzza's  / 

Pope’s  Eflay  on  Man* 
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then  defcend  to  the  Regions  below,  where  the 
Cruel  Danaides  are  eternally  drawing  Water  in 
leaky  Vedcls ;  where  Ixion  for  ever  turns  his 
Wheel ;  where  'Tantalus,  burning  with  Third:, 
cannot  tafte  the  Streams,  which  fly  from  his 
Lips;  where  Sifyphus  in  vain  up -rolls  an  ever- 
falling  Stone;  and  where  Tifyus  will  eternally 
feel  the  gnawing  Vulture  in  his  ever-growing 
Bowels. 

Our  own  Countryman,  the  Earl  of  Shaftjbu- 
fy,  had  fomething  of  the  fame  noble  Turn  of 
Mind.  He  fays,  to  love  the  Publick,  to  ftudy 
tiniverlal  Good,  and  to  promote  the  Intered:  of 
the  whole  Community  as  far  as  lies  in  our  Pow¬ 
er,  is  lurely  the  Height  of  Goodnefs,  and 
makes  that  Temper  which  we  call  divine. 

May  God  Almighty  infpire  you  with  thofc 
noble  and  generous  Sentiments.  Then,  Sir, 
whatever  may  be  your  Fate  here,  whether  you 
ftand  or  fall,  you’ll  always  enjoy  the  filent  Ap- 
plaufe  and  Approbation  of  your  own  Mind  and 
'  Comcience,  you’ll  finidi  Life  with  Decency 
and  Honour,  with  that  certain  Noblenefs  and 
Firmnefs  of  Mind  which  every  Good  and  Great 
Man  would  wifh  to  do,  and  will  tranfmit  your 
Name  and  Char  after  to  future  Ages  with  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Renown,  the  immortal  Reward  of 
Men  who  worthily  dilcharge  Publick  Truth 
I  will  detain  you  no  longer,  hut  remain,  with 
the  highed:  Efteem  and  Regard, 

S  JR, 

Tour  mojl  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

F  INI  S. 
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